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ASPASIO TO THERON, 

DEAR THERON, 

I thank you for your letter, because it enter- 
tains and improves me. I thank you for your postscript, 
because it is my encouragement and my apology. — 1 am 
set down to write, with a copious stock of materials. It 
will be far more difficult to contract, than to enlarge. I 
ynust therefore acknowledge myself obliged to your candour, 
for assigning me the easier task. — That prolixity, which, in 
others, might be ungenteel and faulty ; is, in me, an act of 
complaisance, and an instance of dut) . 

Though absent from you, I went with you in your late 
ramble. Your descriptive pen has made me partaker of the 
ideal delight : may divine grace enable me to share in the spi- 
ritual improvement ! — For indeed the fields of nature, and 
the scenes of creation ; the wise contrivance, and benefi- 
cial order of the universe; yield ample matter for religious 
improvement. They tell us a thousand and a thousand 
animated, affecting noble things, concerning the blessed 
CJOD, and his glorious perfections. Y et they cannot tell 
us the noblest things. They i annot give us the grandest 
view of the divine MAJESTY, nor present U9 with the 
brightest display of his excellencies. Here the whole crea- 
tion fruiters, or rather confesses its impotency. The depth 
saith, I : is not ir. me ; and the sea saith, it is not with me. 
It is not to be found on the globe of the earth, nor to be 
traced in the circuit of the skies, When you displayed the 
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beauties o( the morn, breaking fortli from the obscurity of 
night ; when you adopted that fine spirited aspiration from 
our philosiphic poet ; I could not forbear adding — “ thus 
may the gracious GOD, who commandeth, the light to 
“ shine out of the midnight darkness, shine into our hearts; 
“ and give that incomparably grorious knowledge, the 
knowledge of his blessed SELF ! which though dicerna- 
‘* ble though all the tracts of creation, and derivable from 
“ every work of his almighty hand ; yet no where beams 
“ form with such complete and such amiable lustre, as in 
“ the person of JESl’S CHRIST*.”— Here we behold 
ill J the sublime perfections of the 1)F,ITY, not only mani- 
fested in inimitable splendour, but operating for our own ad- 
vantage. Wc behold them, as Job speaks, for ourselves f ; 
and cannot but receive inexpressible refreshment and joy 
from the view. 

When you walked beneath the shade ol those huge, hor- 
rid and enormous cliffs ; both amused and alarmed at their 
stupendous magnitude, and frightful irregularity— When 
you cast vour eye upon the smooth floating expanse, which 
sorcad itself with boundless and amazing magnitude be- 
low — when you surveyed the unmeasurable arches of tlu> 
skv, bending to their mighty base all around, and raised to 
inconceivable heights above — when you meditated, in that 
a wiui solitude, on the wildest and most magnificent appear- 
ances of nature — I felt the same kind of devout astonish- 
ment with yourself. While the son! was wrapt in pensive 
stilncss, and pleasing dread f, mefhought, I heard a voice, 
or something like a voice, from the silent spheres, as wellas 
jro;n the sounding seas. It seemed to echo luck, what the 
angel, whom John saw flying in the midst of heaven, onco 
proclaimed, “ worship HIM, who made heaven and earth 
“ and the sea, and the fountains of water §. Worship him 
o who stretched out that azure pavilion with such surpas. 
<* ring grandeur : who measured yonder world ot waters^ 


* * Cory, iv. 0 , 
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* c in the hollow of his hand ; and before whom, (his im- 
“ mense range of mountainous cliffs, is but as dust upon 
“ his scale.” 

Wlien you described the dismal situation of a wretch, 
exposed on the edges of the tremendous precipice; hang- 
ing over the ragged rocks, and the unfathomable gulf; ami 
cleaving only to a slender, treacherous, breaking bough ; 
how heartily did I join in your adoring acknowledgments 
to that kind, interposing, blessed band, which rescued us 
from an infinitely more threatening and dreadful danger! 
Rescued us, as slaves, from the dominion of the devil: 
snatched us, as brands, from the inextinguishable burnings. 
And bid us (O marvelous, superabundant goodness !) bid 
us possess the liberty of righteousness; bid us inherit the 
kingdom oi heaven. 

When you mention the past indolence, and the present 
fervour of your prayer^ I could not forbear reiterating my 
praises to (JO!) on vour behalf. This is a proof, my dear 
Theron, that your feet are in the way everlasting. For it 
is written, “ they shall come with weeping, and with sup- 
“ plications will I lead them*”. This is the work of the 
HOLY GHOST, moving and influencing your heart. For 
what saith the scripture? “ I will pour upon them the spi- 
^ rit of grace and of supplication f”. And our TORI) 
himself mentions this, as the indication of a hopelul con- 
dition ; behold! be prayeth*. — Ilad not Saul prayed be- 
fore ! Yes, and made long prayers too. But he never, till 
that instant, was sensible of his undone and damnable con- 
dition. Never ciied to GOD from the depths of bis dis- 
tress, or from the depths of his heart. Nor never solicited 
the throne of grace, in the .all prevailing name of JESUS 
CHRIST.— His prayers, till then, were somewhat like the 
motes, which fluctuate in the air, without any vigorous im- 
pulse, or any certain aim. But in that hour, they weir 
like the arrow, which spiings from the strained bow ; and,, 
quick as lightning, Hies to the mark. 
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I was pleased to find you, in the process of your letter, 
insensibly forgetting the narrative ; and so engaged by the 
subject, that you spoke not as the relater, but as the behol- 
der. Thus may we always be affected, when we study the 
oracles of truth. Study them, not as cold unconcerned cri- 
tics, who ate only to judge of their meaning; but as per- 
sons deeply interested in all they contain. Who are parti- 
cularly addressed in every exhortation, and directed by 
every precept. Whose are the promises, and to whom be- 
long the precious privileges. — When we are enabled thus 
to realize appropriate the contents of that invaluable book ; 
then we shall taste the sweetness, and feel the power of the 
scriptures. Then we shall know, by happv experience, 
that our divine MASTER’S woids, are not huciv sounds 
and syllables, but they are spirit, and they are lite *. 

I was still more agreable enleitained, with your picture 
of commerce ; and your display of the advantages, which 
we receive from navigation. One advantage, however, I 
can specify, which is greater than any, greater than all, you 
have celebrated. An advantage, which will endear and 
ennoble navigation, so long as the sun and moon endure. 
The gospel, my friend, the gospel of our salvation, was con- 
veyed through this channel. Without such a vehicle, how 
could that inestimable copimodity have reached our island; 
The volume that comprizes it, and the preacher that pub- 
lished it, both were imported, both brought to us by ship- 
ping. And may we not say, with enraptured Isaiah f land 
beau! iful arc the jnt of l hem, that bring good tidings; 
that piddish peace taut, bring good tidings of good; that pub- 
lish salvation ; that say an to Zion, thy GOD reigneth f. It 
is pleasant to hear their voice ; pleasant to contemplate 
their message ; and pleasant even to behold, the' ground on 
which thev trod, or the very waves over which they sailed; 

* — This made the holy prophet rejoice in spirit, when he 
tore saw the extensive spread of his MAS TER’S glory, and 
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the certain commencement of our happiness. This out into 
his mouth that affectionate and congratulatory address; 
which in a particular manner, istoditectiL'and rur country- 
men : sing unto the LORD a neto song, and his praise J rom 
the ends of the earth : ye that go do.in to 'he se.i, and all that 
i&hercm ; ye isles and the inhabitants thereof. Jet the 
wilderness and the cities thereof lit! up their tone ; ! ■ the 
inhabitants of the rock sing , let them shout from the top of 
the mountains. Let them give glory unto the Li) lit ‘ j and 
declare his praise m the Islands *. 

We read, in Ezekiel, of the most magnificent fleet, that 
ever ploughed the seas. The ship-boards were of the fir- 
trees ol Scnir, and the masts of the cedars f oi Lebanon. 
Oars were hewed from the oaks of liashan, and benches of 
ivory were brought from the Isles of Chittim. The fine li- 
nen and broidered work of Egypt, Boated to the wind, and 
formed the sails. Whil,e blue and purple from the Isles of 
Li is hah, composed die rigging, and eloathed the masriners. 
Eel u- sup, pose, that the freight of this splendid navy, was 
proportioned, in dignity and value, to its sumptuous tack- 
ling. how poor, how despicable wee either, were 

both, if estimated with the treasures of the gospe i : these 
divine treasures, which spring from the imputaii. o of our 
KEDLEMER’s righteousness ! And which have much the 
same kind!) influence on religious practice, ns navigation, 
with all her improvements, has upon traffic.— Give me 
-leave to confirm this assertion, bv s< lecting a few instances, 
and applying them in a few interrogatories. 

One of the benefits, proceeding from the imputation of 
CHRIS’ T’s righteousness, is pardon. Pardon, noi partial, 
but complete. A pardon of each sin, be it ever so heniousf 
a pardon of all sins, be they ever so iiumei\vis. Eor thus 
saith GOD the LORD, who sent both his prophets and 
apostles, preaching peace by “ JESUS CllfUST. I will 
** pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, 
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“ and whereby they have transgressed against me*” — To 
learn the desirable nature of this blessing, let us step back 
into the annals of history, and attend a traitorous unhappy 
nobleman to vindictive exit* Ilis body is demanded by 
the ministers of justice. Reluctant and trembling, he is 
conducted to the scaffold. There, the alarmed criminal 
sees the mourning block. Sees the glittering ax. Sees the 
coffin prepared for his corps. Sees thousands of spectators; 
waiting, with eager looks and throbbing hearts, and fear- 
ful catastrophe. In a word ; he sees death advancing, 
with all the solemnities of horror am! woe .— Time elapses. 
'Fhe preparatory ceremonies are dispatched. 'File fatal pe- 
riod is arrived. No longer respite can be allowed He 
must submit to immediate execution. He piostrates him- 
self to receive the stroke. But — seized with new tenors, 
at the poised ax, and approaching blow, he starts from the 
dangerous posture.— Again he bends, and again snatches 
his neck from the impending edge. — A third time, he lifts 
his pale countenance, to the pitying crowds, and departing 
light.— -Once more he bows to the block, and once more 
raises his head, in wishful expectation of the royal clemency. 
At this critical instant ; at this moment of awful suspence ; 
had a messenger appeared, with a shout of joy upon hi* 
tongue, and a sealed pardon in his hand j O* how trans- 
put ting the news 1 welcome, inetjnembly weh ome the favour! 
What was denied to his passionate desires ; denied to the 
importunate solicitations of his friends; is freely offered to 
in the gospel of C II HIST: a pardon of infinitely higher 
consequence ; which obliterates millions and millions of 
rebellious acts ; which extends its blessed effect-* not mere- 
ly through the little span of life, but beyond the gates of 
tjbe giave— beyond the boundaries of time — through all the 
ages of eternity. 

How unfathomable is that immense flood, on wl ich The- . 
ron lately exercised his contemplation ! The toiling plum- 
mets, with all their? length of cordage, are unable to find a 
bottom. Were the foqfijl millstones, or the highest towers, 

' * II 
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or the most spacious cities, cast into that prodigious gulf 
they would be totally overwhelmed, and irrecoverably lost 
Therefore the inspired prophet, to shew the boundless ex 
tent of the divine mercies in JESUS CHRIST, and to de- 
note the fulnes of their pardon who are cleansed in the 
REDEEMER’S blood, hath illustrated both bv this grand 
similitude, “ thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 
“ the sea*"- -not one, or a few, but all their sins — not 
barely behind thy back, but into the sea — and not into the 
shallow parts, but into the very depths of the ocean— so 
that they shall never rise up in judgment; never be taken 
notice of ; no, nor ever be remembered any more. 

With an act of total indemnity, let us join a thorough 
restoration to favour — If the wrath of an earthly king he 
as the roanng of a lion-} ; how much more tremendous is 
his indignation, who is able to cast both bodv and soul in- 
to hell 1 If the favour of an earthly sovereign be as dew 
upon the grass ; how much more desirable and delightful 
IIIS loving-kindness, whom all things in heaven and eartn 
obey! — By the righteousness of JESUS CHRIST, we aie 
freed from all foreboding apprehensions of the former, and 
established in the comfortable possession ot the latter. — 
The gospel renews and ratifies that joyful proclamation ot 
the angelic host, peace on earth, and good-will to men j;. 
GOD is not only pacified towards believers, but well-pleas- 
ed with them in his dear SO\. Well pleased, sirs the 
prophet, for his righteousness sake. Beheld in this spotless 
■robe, they are the objects of his complacential delight, and 
herejoices over them to do them good. 

Nay, they are made children, sons and daughters, of the 
LORD Almighty ||. And if sons, then heirs; heirs of 
QOD, and joint heirs with CHRIST .§ — As many as re- 
ceived him, to justify them by his precious blood and im- 
puted righteousness; to them gave he power, the preroga- 
tive or privilege, to become the sons of GOD **. As verily 


* Mlc. vu, ig. t Prov. XIT. is. t lnken * 
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and truly the sons of GOD, as ever they were the children 
of their natural parents. — The chief captain mentioned in 
the acts, purchased his freedom of the imperial city Rome, 
with a great sum of money *. If such a little transient 
immunity, was so valuable in his esteem ; who can express 
the worth, who can conceive the dignity, of this divine 
adoption ? yet it belongs to those, who receive the gospel, 
and are interested in CHRIST. They have access to the 
omnipotent BEtNG ; such free and welcome access, as a 
beloved child to an indulgent father. To him they may fly 
for aid, in every difficulty ; and from him obtain a supply, 
in all their wants. 

GOD, as the sacred charter runs, is their GOD. All 
his lovely, all his adorable perfections, arc their glorious in- 
heritance, and their exceeding great reward. 1 hat eter- 
nal power, to which nothing is impossible, exerts itself as 
their guard ; and that unerring wisdom, from which no- 
thing is concealed, acts as their guide. His very justice is 
no longer an incensed adversary, demanding vengeance or 
meditating destruction ; but a faithful gaurantee, to pro- 
vide for the punctual execution of the REDEEMER’S 
treaty, and for their complete enjoyments of its various 
blessings. — What a privilege is this ! Rather what a cluster 
of privileges is here ! weigh the kingdoms of the world ; 
cast ail the glories of them into the scale ; and they will be 
found, when compared with these divine prerogatives, 
emptier than the bubble that bursts, lighter than the spark 
that expires. 

In the gospel, which is the ministration of righteousness, 
are given exceeding great and precious promises. Of such 
value, that they were procured by the blood of CHRIST; 
of such certainty, that they are ratified by the oath f of JE- 
HOVAH. So durable, that, though all flesh is grass, and 
all the goodliness thereof as the flower of the grass, thi* 
v •• rci oi uur GOD abideth for ever j ; so efficacious, that 
there ur'* no such cordials to revive our fainting, and no 
such bulwarks to secure our indangcred soul?. With thesd 
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the bible is as richly replenished, as the clear midnight sky 
is bespangled with stars. They are all yea and amen, con- 
signed over as a sure unalienable portion, to them that are? 
in JESUS CHRIST*. 

Another benefit, given in consequence of the RE- 
DEEMER’S righteousness^ is the sanctifying SPIRIT. A 
most comprehensive blessing this ! Our SAVIOUR inti- 
mates, that it includes every heavenly gift, is an assemblage 
of all good things f' — It must, doubtless, be a singular 
comfort to blind Bartimeus, when his eyes were opened, 
and he beheld the all-chearing light of the sun J ! So, and 
tar more comfortable, are the enlightening influences of the 
SPIRIT ; when they shine upon us wretched creatures, 
who sir in darkness and the shadow of death. When they 
reveal an all-sufficient SAVIOUR, dying for our sins, and 
rising again tor our justification. — Who can imagine the 
satisfaction and the transport of the leper, when he felt 
himself healed of his . inveterate disease ? felt the sooth- 
ing sensations of ease, where sores rankled and pain raged ! 
instead of enfeebling languors and loathsome deformity, 
vigour braces his limbs, and comeliness blooms in his 
countenance || . Equally benign and equally salubrious, is 
the regenerating agency of the divine SPIRIT, on our de-* 
praved, polluted, sensual minds. — How signal was the re- 
covery, and how welcome the change! What that unhap- 
py creature, so wildly agitated by a mischievous Damioiv 
was reinstated in the peaceful possession of himself and his 
faculties ! When, instead of unnaturally cutting his own 
flesh, or committing barbarous outrages on innocent travel- 
ers, he sat composed and attentive at the feet of JESUS § ; 
Receiving heavenly instruction from his lips, and learning 
the meekness of wisdom from his example. So salutary 
and beneficial is the transforming power of the HOLY 
GHOST the comforter ; softening the rugged, sweetening 
the morose, and calming the passionate temper. — It is un- 
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doubtedly the utmost improvement and the highest happi- 
ness of our nature, to have the image of the blessed GOD 
re-instamped on our hearts. This is an earnest, and an an- 
ticipation also, of endless felicity. A bud which will open 
in heaven, and spread into immortal glory. A dawn, 
which will shine more and more, till the sun of righteous- 
ness arises and brightens it into everlasting day. This bud 
the sauctifying SPIRIT ingrafts, this dawn the grace of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST diffuses, in the barren and be- 
nighted soul. 

In a word : receive this righteousness, and you have a 
title to all blessings, whether they be present or future, 
bodily spiritual, temporal or eternal. From the necessary 
convenicncies of bread to eat, and raiment to put on ; even 
to the crown of glory, and the tulness of joy. All arc de- 
pendent on, all are connected with, our REDEEMER’S 
righteousness. — You see now, Theron, that our scheme, has 
no tendency to impoverish your spiritual condition, or di- 
minish your true riches : any more than those tracts of wa- 
ter, which surround our island, are detrimental to the 
wealth of its inhabitants. Detrimental ! No ; they are an 
inexhaustible source of treasure. They convey to our Use 
the choicest accommodations, and the most elegant de- 
lights. Such as would in vain be expected, if the whole 
ocean was converted into the finest meads, and most fer- 
tile pastures. So — but to apply this comparison, would 
forestal your principal question. 

<£ Do not these favours, though unspeakably precious in ' 
a themselves, tend to the introduction or support of ungod- 
“ linessr” — Quite the reverse. Have we redemption 
through our SATIOUR’s blood, even the forgiveness of 
our sins? we are redeemed, not that we may sink in su- 
pineness, or launch into licentiousness, but that we may be 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works*. — Are we made 
the children of GOD? then let our light so shine before 
men, that others seeing our good works, may glorify out 1 
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FATHER which is in heaven *. This is the genuine con- 
sequence of such a doctrine, and the proper effect of such 
a benefit. — Are vrc vested with sacred privileges ! These 
admonish us, these urge us, and these dispose us, to walk 
worthy of HIM, who hath called us to his kingdom and 
glory f. Shall not the citizens of heaven be animated with 
higher views, than the slaves of appetite, and drudges of 
the world ? — arc wc constituted heirs of the promises ? the 
grace which they ascertain, is intended to make us partak- 
ers of a divine nature J ; and the encouragement which they 
administer, incites us to cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of flesh and spirit, incites us to perfect holiness in the fear 
of COD||. — Such high immunities arc a most endearing 
persuasive, not to disgrace, but magnify, not to provoke, 
but please, their unspeakably beneficicnt AUTHOR. 

I might farther observe, that holiness is one of the most 
distinguished blessings m our system. Nay, is the very 
central blessing, to which all the others verge ; in which 
they all terminate. — Were we chosen from eternity ? it was 
for this purpose, that we may be holy and unblameable in 
love §. — Are we called in time ? it is to this intent, that we 
may shew forth the praises of him, who hath called us out 
of darkness into his marvelous light ^f. — Are we created 
again in CHRIST JESUS? it is to capacitate us for ac- 
ceptable service, and to furnish us unto every good work |j||. 
“ 1 will put my spirit within you, saith the LORD. For 
. “ what end ? that ye may walk in my statutes, and keep 
“ my judgments, and do them I*. Here comes in myThe- 
ren’s favourite, sincere obedience. And GOD forbid, 
that we should hold the door, or shut our arms, against so 
acceptable a guest ! — For, very far from discarding sincere 
obedience, we would only introduce it, under its due cha- 
racter, and in iis proper order. Under its due character, as 
the fruit, not the cause of our interest in CHRIST’s righte- 


* Matt, v, iG. + i Theff. ii . la. J 2 Pet. i. 4. 
j| t Cor. vii. 1, Eph, i. 4. ! 1 Pet, ii. 9 
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ousntss. It its proper order ; as following, not preceding, 
thegift of justification. 

These privileges, my dear friend, are salatary, as the 
pool of Bethesda *. They are restorative, as the waters of 
Siloamf. Or like that sacred stream flowing from the 
sanctuary ; which healed the rivers, healed the sea, and 
made even the desart flourish — Tf justification by the 
righteousness of CHRIST had a tendency, to subvert the 
foundation of holiness ; to confirm the hypocritical profes- 
sor, in his neglect of moral duties ; or discourage the sin- 
cere convert from the pursuit ol real virtue ; it would, 
doubtless, be unworthy of any acceptation, or rather wor- 
thy of universal abhorrence. But I dare appeal, not only 
to the nature of the doctrine, and the reason of things, but 
to the experience of all ; yes, of all who have tasted, that 
the LORD is gracious ||. — “ speak, ye who arc enabled to 
“ believe, that GOD is reconciled ; has received the all- 
«* satisfying atonement ; and placed his SON’s righteous* 
« ness to your account ! That he regards you as his chi I- 
“ dren, and will receive you to his glory !— Have you not, 
** under such convictions, felt your hearts exulting with 
*« conscious joy ; and every power of your souls springing 
« forward, to glorify your heavenly FATHER — glorify 
« him by every Instance of obedience, fidelity and 
„ zeal ?” 

Can such invaluable benefits have a prejudicial influence 
on our practice, if, to the consideration ot their superlative, 
wroth, we add that unequalled pri ce, by which they were 
purchased ?— HE who is high above all height, humbled 
himself to be made of a woman, and born in a stable ; that 
we might be admitted into the family of GC)D, and exalt- 
ed to the mansions of heaven. And will this great humili- 
ation, which is the basis of our happiness, promp us to look 
down with contempt on others, or entertain arrogant 
thoughts of ourselves ? 

The ONLY BEGOTTEN and the supreme delight ef 
the FATHER, was numbered with transgressors, and rank- 
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cd with felons ; that wc might he joined to the innumera* 
hie company of angels, and associated with saints in glory 
everlasting. And wall any one make this a precedent or a 
plea, for “ walking iri the counsel of the ungodly ; for 
“ standing in the way of sinners; or sitting in the scat ot 
the scornful * ? 

All manner of evil was spoken ot the faultless .JESUS ; 
his blessed name was vilified by blaspheming tongues, ami 
his unhlameable conduct blackened with the foulest aver- 
sions; on purpose that wc may be applauded, when we are 
judged, and each hear those transporting wwdK 
DOME THOU C.OOD AN 0 J'MIUE'U. SSTVaN'T f ! Will this 
emhold-n us to dishonor our I/1RD, and ttain our holy 
profession r shall wc from h< nee be induced to open the 
mouths of his enemies, and furnish them with occasion to 
speak rcnroachhiflv ? 

IIE w'ent, galled with the lashes of the scourge, and pe- 
netrated with the pungent thorns ; he went, loaded with 
the execrable cross y, and making the road with his preci- 
ous blood : thus the king ot heaven went — to his throne ? 
no, but to his ignominious and tormenting exit: that we 
may enter into the celestial Sion, with songs of triumph* on 
our lips, and with evei lasting i >v on our heads. Does this 
invite us to go, crowned with rose-buds, to the house of 
riot ; or go, muffled in disguise, to the midnight-revel ? e. ill 
it not rather incline us, to sit down at his pierced r. ,-t, and 
bathe them with our tears, and take delight *[ in iv aiming 
for our crucified LORD ? 

Behold ! he hangs on the cursed tree. There, tiure lie 
hangs; rent with wounds, and racked with pain, ile 
pours his groans, and spills his blood. lie bows Ids head, 

U u 


* rial. 5 . 1. 8 M«tt. XXV. 21. 

f John x it . 17. 

II The forrow, arifin" from fneb fendri • ■ '1 <;rrtteft>l views of tbr coirhed jKSt’S. *s 
ihnt evangelical god'v lorrov, whuh woi’.ein ummajice unto \A «*i i« * 1 * not to k r« pc-nt— 
«d of, t> Cor. vii . to. And i,s thru* tail ualon— v hen we c mlinei the \ >■, *• !,» i !t the 
cuile he bi?ie, arid the uiood hti lhi?d — u there not ahontb iu tiuUm to Cy, t il mui t 
afflittcd heio ? 
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his patient princely head and dies. — astonishing, transport* 
ing consideration ! He dies for you ! he dies for me !— And 
will this harden our hearts, will this arm our hands, to cru* 
city him afresh by any allowed iniquity ? Docs not reason 
suggest, and Christianity dictate, and all that is ingenuous 
enforce, the Apostle's inference ? If one died for all, (hen 
they which live , should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which died Jor them *. 

He thought upon us, long before the foundations of the 
world were laid ; he remembers us, now he is exalted to 
the right-hand of the M A.J ESTY in the heavens ; and will 
never, never forget us, through all the revolutions of eterni- 
ty. And is this a motive to forget bis name ; to disregard 
his word ; or to imitate the shameful neutrality and indiffer- 
ence of GalHo ? Impressed with a sense of this invariable 
and everlasting kindness, surely, we shall declare ourselves, 
as those captives in Babylon, concerning their dear native 
city Jerusalem : “ If I # forget thee, O blessed J ESUS, let 
“ my right-hand forget her cunning ; if l do not remember 
“ thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof ol my mouth f ”. 

. — Remember thee ! 

Ay, my clear LORD, while memory holds a feat 
In this devoted hi call — remember thee ! 

Yes, fiom the table of my memory 
l'il w pt* away all tiivLL fond records, 

W hich youth and obkrvation copied there, 

And thy remembrance all alone fhall live 
Within the book and volume of my biain J. 

Is it possible, Theron, for the contemplation of such good- 
ness, to weaken the motives, or relax the springs of obedi- 
ence ? As soon as may lenient balms kill, and rankest poi- 
sons cure ? Is such a belief calculated to discourage duty, 
and patronize licentiousness ? Just als much, as vernal 
showers are fitted to cleave the earth with chinks, or sum- 


* I Cvr, v. j6. 
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mer suns to glaze the waters with ice. — When Antony 
made an oration to the soldiers, on occasion of Caesar's 
death ; when he shewed them their honorable master’s 
robe ; transfixed with so many daggers ; when he reminded 
them of the victories they had won, under their assassinated 
commander ; when he farther imformed them, that their 
murdered General had remembered them in his will — had 
bequeathed all his fine gardens, and beautiful walks to their 
use and delight ; — heavens ! how they took fire ; revenge 
sparkled in their eyes ; revenge flamed in their bosoms , 
revenge was all their cry. They flew to the houses of their 
conspirators; laid them even with the ground ; and had 
they met with the owners, would have tore them limb from 
limb. — Some mk is resentment against sin, will a sense of 
our dear REDEEMER’S sufferings excite. Especially, 
when set home by his blessed SPIRIT, and considered in 
connection with those detestable iniquities, which caused 
them ; and with those, invaluable blessings, which wore pro- 
cured by them.- -Nothing, nothing is so effectual, to beget 
the most irreconcileable abhorrence of all ungodliness ; to 
make the remembrance of it, bitter as wormwood ; the 
temptations to it, horrible as hell. 

Let me remind you of an incident, related by your favou- 
rite historian Xencphon. — Cyru.i run taken e«.ptue the 
young Prince of Aamenin , together wkh hi = bcaubhil and 
blooming Princess; whom ht had Lie !;• m.-rried, and of 
whom he was passionately fond. Yfhtn both warn- brought 
to the tribunal, Cyrus asked the Prince; what he w..idd 
give, to be reinstated in his kingdom ? lie answered, with 
an air of indifference; “ that, as tor his crown, and f is own 
“ liberty, he valued them at a very low rate. Rui, it Cyrus 
** would restore his beloved Primes.-, to her native dignity 
“ and hereditary possessions, he should infinitely rejoice ; 
and would pay (this he uttered w ith tenderness and ar- 
dour) would willingly pay his life for tae purchase.”' — 
Could such a declaration, so highly endearing, alienate the 
affections of the Princess, or induce her to vEiatc her fide- 
lity? let her ow r n conduct ansvvei the query. AV t en all 
the prisoners were dismissed with freedom, it is hunossiblc 
to express, how much they were charmed with their voya 
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benefactor. Soryie celebrated bis martini accomplishments. 
"Some applauded bis social virtues. All were prodigal of 
their praises, and lavish in grateful acknowledgments. 
And you, said the Prince, (addressing himself to his bride) 
what think you of Cyrus r — I did not observe him, replied 
the Princess. — Not observe him ! upon what then was vour 
attention fixed? — Upon that dear and generous man, who 
declared, “ he would purchase my liberty, at the expence 
“ of bis very life — Was her heart impressed, were all 
her thoughts ingrossed by benevolent offers ? and shall oms 
be less affected with the incomparably inter • tinder and en- 
dearing love of CIIRIS I' ' — 11.- vr.is net only willing, but 
actually kmi down his hie tor us; a file itnnmsely precious, 
and of higher dignity than ml I ■a*e.’:'>.— d e l.i.d down his 
not for ami.. hie pc. on-, or tv -ithv cn attires tor \ do earth, 
and 'mEerabk’ si r.crs — Purrhasing thereby far us and our 
children, nm ciege.. of inestimable worth, arid ol everlast- 
ing duralion. 

Will net Mich iv-.'ffaTice, so unmcrilted, so unecjualWl, 
win the m at r. ! '‘a nt, and tnch the most obdurate 
heart? the ncart, vtiiiah ts not wrought ui-o-i by this mira- 
cle of divine eompavioo, must be steel, must be adamant ; 
quite impenetrable, and absolutely incorrigible. — “O-fhou 
“ ever blessed, thou all-gracious REDEEMER, thy love to 
“ us is wonderful ; passing, I will not say, the love of wo- 
“ man f, but the power of language, and the reach of 
“ thought! Who can hold out against such charming at- 
“ tractivcs ? who can resist such heavenly goodness ? — on- 
“ ly let a sense of ihy Jove be always warm, always ope- 
“ rative on our munis. This shall be instead of a thou- 
“ sand arguments to engage, instead of ten thousand mo- 
‘ f fives to quicken our obedience.” — Other motives may 
produce some, external services, or hypocritical perform- 
ances. Terrors may extort the drudgery of the hand. — 
Bribes may purchase the adulation of the tongue. But this 
concdistes the will ; this proselytes the affections ; this cap- 
tivates the very soul ; and make all its powers like the cha_ 


* Xx not it. Lib. III. 


4 fc Sam. i .. 2 b» 



ASPASIO TO THEROtf. 




riots of Amminadab *, ready, exncd.te, and active in duty. 
Hear the holy apostle, giving an account of himself and 
his spiritual state. He speaks in language somewhat simi- 
lar, though greatly superior, ro the profession ot the Arme- 
nian princess. — “ So great is the glory, so ric b : s the grace, 
“ so superabundant are the merits ot my uEPbe.MER, 
“ that I am determined to kn'»w nothing but Gt IRIS F 
“ JESUS and him < r>c\ e.! i — A’: r,\ no zealous 

apostle 5 what prompt: J leu to such indefatigable dili- 
gence, and pnhw.u -l 1 ' :■ ’vhe "e.ch invincible h' r "ifude ? 
why dip he (\. >:.,c t i ; , n, ,! "ua-1 no darge; ; icy.hce 
in tribulation, a. ■ ■ . • i ' .0 >!••'■ ; wide vne pcnoecu- 

tion, a ’.1 ee 1 ". i. i n v ; “the love of 

“ UllRi d'> .< < : ’.v r ; , me on, with much 

“ the some sum .■ .■ • - b.:,., uvuence, which 

“ wiinls an 1 f: ie e\ . v. , 0 bn) wa’t the vessel io its 
“ destined h r! • nr”. 

Shall we b :;r wjjat anv.th; r dhupie, one of the most ad- 
vanced profit i. oi L , in divine love, says upon the sub'p\ t ? 
one who leainc' 1 his ' now ledge, not in the school oi philo- 
sophy, but on hi:- > \ Y tOUR’s bosom. This is the bvcot 
GOD, that we v> after his commandmems ||. This is 
the natural iruii, thi> the certain evidence, ot love to that 
glorious, transcendent, and adorably mcr-ilul BEING — • 
What? not that we supinely neglect, much less that we 
profanely violate, his sacred precepts; but that wh assi- 
duity and delight, we make them the rule ot our c .duct. 
Charity edifielh <jj : this divine love, tar from razing the 
foundations, far from demolishing the structure, buiideth up 
the lair fabric o' universal g uliness. 

Let me borrow a. diusbation from vour own letter. 
When a pebble N cast into tf.e smooth c.unu, it moves the 
center, and forms a civ!. T ! e first creates a second : 
the second breakes into .. they continue to multiply & 
expand themselves, till the whole surface is covered w ith cir- 


* Cant. vi. 1 2« 
$ 2 C6r. v* 24,* 


+ 1 Cor. ii. 2 # 
|| 2 John ver. 6. 


| 1 Cor. xiv tO 

S 1 Cor. viii. to. 
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cular undulations. Thus, the love of an all-gracious RE- 
DEEMER.*, when shed abroad in the soul bjj the HOLY 
GHOST f, will diffuse itself through e-cry intellectual fa- 
culty, and extend to every species of duty. Till the whole 
heart is filled with the image, and the whole behaviour re- 
gulated by the law of the blessed GOD. — So that I am per- 
suaded, there is a great deal of truth and solidity, as every 
one must acknowledge, there is a peculiar spirit and beau- 
ty, in the apostrophe of our poet ; 

Talk they of morals! O f’i i. M't'di i,, /. ! 

Thou maker of tie./ morn's •<> in.-rk vd. 

The grant! morality is love of T; . f l'i j. 

You mentioned the loadstone, a.s most j-rj-i!” and nest 
extensively servi eable in the nea-i.ning hu- n:.s. Such is 
faith, so t fficacious, in practical ct>ri-tiiirii:\ . T is, per- 
haps, you think a scanty and defective piiiirip.il, The 
property of turning to the polar star, and pointing our the 
northern part of the world, may seem epuahv mean and in- 
considerable. Bur as the one is the very sou! ,,t navigation, 
the other is the very life of holiness. — If is somewhat like 
the stone, which the Babylonian nr march saw in his dream, 
cut from the rock without hand . Which, though despi- 
cable to human appearance, wa. "oght” in operation ; de- 
stroyed the superb statue ; became a gre.A mountain, tilled 
the whole earth. Thus will faith :x:rt its kindly, yet tri- 
umphant energy; to every corruption, ti nt it nuy be sub- 
dued; to every virtue, that it may b c.KT'dvd. 


* I cannot hut thin!-., tlr ronfomng is m.ich mure iuft, »ntl o.» imncin.il rnurh mnrt 
efficacious, in Afpufio's manner o? Hating *lir <ift«Mr, tha*k m tlu Iwllowing i.»atou& lines ' 

5veU iovf* liut {crvei the virtuous mhul to waio. 

As the (mall pibMi ibrs * In* piMcrht! lakt ; 
i hi* tenter mov’d, a ouch* firaight (net eras, 

Another Hill, and (bit another 1} nvds. 

Friei>d, parent, neighbour. firlt it’Wili unbrace, 

His country next, and next all human rie< ; 

Wide and mom wide th 1 o'lpllowmgs of the mind 
’] akc eveiy creature in of e\ei y k mil. 

t Ntgfi^Thynghts, No IN r . Dan. u. yj 
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Faith is a real persuasion, founded on GOD’s word, and 
wrought by his SPIRIT, that the blessed JESUS has shed 
his blood for my sins ; has fulfilled all righteousness in my 
Stead ; and obtained eternal redemption for me *, 

When the ALMIGHTY sunk the cavities of the ocean, 
and replenished them with the liquid element, he provided 
an inexhaustible source of moisture, for the refreshment of 
every animal, and the nutriment of every vegetable. In 
like manner, where-ever he works this true faith, he plants 
the seed of unhe r, ..d holin ‘ss, and provides for the propa-* 
gation ol every virtue. Thin persuasion of the divine good- 
will, pacific* conscitMK e, and til in the soul with admiration, 
gratitude and jm. '.his discovery of our pardon and per- 
tect rcconcilia'iofi in the blessed JESUS, overcomes ouf 
natutai enmitv, and excites a fervent desire to please our 
most mercitul FVTHER. In short; this experience, and 
these views, of the abundant grace of GOD in CHRIST, 
attract and assimilate the soul ; turning it into his amiable 
likeness f, “ as the was E turned to the imprinted seal.” — * 
What will be the language of reach a person ? 

“ Did tnv exalted MASTER empty himself and become 
“ poor, that his most unworthy servant might be filled 
“ vvitji all the fulness of GOD y ? and shall not I chearful- 
“ ly deny myself the expensive pleasures of the world, that 
“ I may have somewh’ i s » bestow on his needy children? 
“ has the death of Cf l>‘ IS i‘. as a punishment, satisfied the 
.“ most rigorous justice tor my sins? as a price, has it ran- 
somed me tiom the tb adlul damnation of hell ? as a sa- 
“ crificc, has it made my peace with GOD most high ? 
“ shall l not then, by these mercies of my dying LORD, 
“ shall I not be induced to present all the members of my 
“ body, and all the faculties of my soul, as a living sacri- 
“ fice § to his honor?— do I believe, that my SAVIOUR 


* This definition of faith may polU’oIy, at the nifl vm w, ctifirtUfy and alarrfl even foroe 
pious people; implying, sis tiny ii-.neiio 'd, too grttdt a decree of aflurance. But if ih«y 
plcale to Like it uwoiutefhan, v.tii Lhe ivplatiation and ddjulfment, delivered tit the fix’* 
' toeuih dialogue, 1 hope, all caulc ol diiapptulwUou or lurptilc will famlh* 


x ph j i. 13. ^ R<yn« x»i, t. 


f \ Cor ii; 


s *9 asPasio t® turbos. 


** has not only redeemed me tram the curse, but establish* 

** ed my title to all the blessings included in the promises, 

“ and ail the felicity laid up in heaven? and can I neglect 
" to seek those invaluable blessings, or forbear to aspire 
* ( after this immense felicity ? can I be so ungrateful as to 
u affront, so insensible as to forget, the infinitely beneficent 
“ AUTHOR of both ? — am I persuaded, that the 
“ PRINCE of peace is entered into glory : ,r . my forerun- 
u ner *, and has prepared inansi ms of bliss lor my final re- 
<£ ception? and shall I not foil nv hi n t’.idc i.i my hopes 
“ and my affections? be as a j ilgrins bei \v, cud have my 
“ conversation above? — is not this t ’\yr r >, , v: a. id efiee- 
“ tual method of gaining niv heni r ; l • ..rt, tb.en all 

“ my powers, to his blessed an i va ted r, : i_- ?" 

Such, mv dearThoron, will be l!:e if, t-> <>i tiuth. — 
Therefore, it is not in vain, m ich less t ■ < a h-e >u:age- 
xnent of real virtue, that the scripture L.\ s . a upon 
faith: so frequently urges the imuortance a. id mv,v..ry of 
faith: represents faith, as the principal won, divine: 

SPIRIT, and the great instrument of sab aim •. Because 
it is a sure, a sovereign mean,', of purifying the heart f, and 
never fails to work by love j;. — Was faith, as some people 
arc apt to imagine, like a candle put under a bushel, or like 
the lamps which burn in Sepulchres ; it would then be an 
insignificant labour to inculcate it, and no better than an 
empty flourish of words, to celebrate it, But we are intal- 
liblv assured, that faith is a vital, an operative a victorious 
principle. 

CHRIST is a Store-house of all good. Whatever is ne- 
, cessary to remove our guilt, whatever is expedient for re- 
newing our nature, whatever is proper to fit us for theeter- 
• nal fruition of GOD, all this is laid up in CHRIST. And 
.all this is received by faith, for application, use, and enjoy- 
ment.— Faith therefore is a living principle of holiness, be- 
cause it possesses CHRIST, and life in him. — It is likewise 
as impossible, for the sun to be in his meridian sphere, arid 
not to diffuse light ; as for this faith to be exercised oq 
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CHfcIST, and hot to ptfify the conscience and sanctify the 
temper. 

When %accheus believed, he became a new man : his 
bowels yearned with compassion i the rapacious publican 
Vvas a friend to the needy, and a father to the poor. — • 
When the Macedonians believed, how eminently was 
their spirit ennobled, and their practice improved ! Though 
pressed with affliction* their souls overflowed with joy ; and 
even in the deepest poverty, they signalized themselves by 
the abundance of their liberality *. — When the first con- 
verts believed, the change in their behaviour was so re- 
markable, the holiness of their lives so exemplary ; that 
they won the favour, and commanded the respect, of all the 
people -J-. — In short ; when faith take place, and CHRIST 
is applied, the wilderness buds, and the desart blossoms as 
a rose. The lame man leaps like a hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb sings. .Old things are passed away, behold all 
things are become new. 

That my dear 1 heron may be established in faith, may 
increase in faith, may abound in faith, is the most affectio- 
nate wish, which thought can suggest, or fiiendship adopt. 
May his faith therefore be established like the mountain- 
oaks ; increase like the progressive stream ; till it spreads 
and abounds like the all-overflowing flood J ! 

t intended to have closed my letter, and confirmed my 
point, by a very memorable story. But however your pa-» 
tience preserve, my time fails and my hand is weary. The 
next post, if nothing unexpected intervenes, shall bring you 
the sequel. May it, when brought to my friend, be as a 
nail fastened in a sure place, and give the rivet of convio 

V V 


* t Cor. viil «. Here is, sfptfciaUy in the original, fine Sri antith efis, perhaps, ,4 
ever was penned. Since the prec&aing notes are fa Copious, 1 {hall deny myielf 
ft he phteiure of particularizing tne beauties of thi* clause, X leave it to the lover of fa- 
citd literature, to adrriire the Apoltle’s expreffidn* to bechanced With the fpirit of the 
Macedonian balioven, and to derive from both, edification rfiiited with delight. 
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tion to all these important truths !— In the mean time, or 
rather at all times, remain. 

Cordially and invariably Four’s, 

AspasIo', 
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DkarTheron, 

jpaith in the righteousnes * of JESUS CHRIST 
is a fundamental principle, in that invaluable system of sa- 
cred and divine philosophy — The Gospel. By which the 
heavenly TEACHER is continually training up millions of 
rational and immortal creatures, for the true perfection of 
their nature; tor the final fruition of their GOD; or, it\ 
other words, for a state of consummate happines and ever- 
lasting glory. — In this school, may you and I be humble 
Students, and daily Proficients ! while others are ambitious 
of glittering distinctions , and sounding titles, may it be 
our highest aim, to answer the character— of Believers! 
by this character, the supreme LORD distinguishes his cho- 
sen people, and denominates the heirs of salvation. ihi$ 
character stands fairest in the book of life, and most con- 
spicuous in ttie annals ot eternity. — I his character, how- 
ever neglected or disesteemed among men, will be remetit- 
beied and had in honor, when the pompous name of states- 
man and generalissimo are known no more. ^ > 

As faith is of such singular and extensive efficacy in genu- 
ine Christianity, methinks, I would have all our meaitatiofta 
ter ruinate on its glorious object, and be calculated to in- 
vigorate so beneficial a principal.— And so much the rather 
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as too many of our ingenious writers run vastly wide of 
this mark.— They teach us to admire the magnitude and 
distances of the planets; the annual and diurnal revolutions 
iof the globe. They call up our most pleased attention to 
the exact arrangement, the exquisite construction, and 
most curious operation, of every wheel and every imple- 
ment in the machine of nature. At the same time, they 
more than intimate, that is the brightest mirror, wherin we 
may contemplate the divine perfections. This the scene of 
order, from whence we may derive the best rules, for har- 
monizing the human mind. Hence they would animate 
our devotion, and hence regulate our life. Not without 
apparent neglect, I fear with supercilious contempt, of that 
most illustrious discovery of the divine excellencies, which 
was exhibited to the children ol men, by GOl) manifested 
in the flesh, Thus they discard the gospel, and would sup- 
plant the blessed JESUS; making the universe their bible, 
and nature their wisdom, sanctification, their redemption. 

But, blessed be GOD, we have not so learned philoso- 
phy. We can place her at the foot stool, not on the throne 
of her LORD ; and bid her proclaim his honors, not usurp 
his office. Uet us, therefore, when we reflect on that stu- 
pendous act, the creation of the world out pf nothing ; let 
us remember, it was HIS act, who obtained eternal re- 
demption for sinners. When we contemplate that immense 
theatre of wonders, the heavens and their shining hosts ; 
let us not forget, that they are all HIS work, who brought 
in everlasting righteousness for the ungodly. — Do we turn' 
pur thoughts to the ocean, that spacious and magnificent 
canal, which covers more than half the globe ? it was form- 
ed by HIS word, and is obedient to HIS will, who loved 
j Us and washed us from pur sins ip his own blood. Do we 
: > ! take a view of the earth, that grand and Inexhaustible 
magazine, which furnishes such a multiplicity of convehi- 
Ctfcies, for so many millions of creatures ? it is all HIS pro- 
perty, and wholly at HIS disposal, who emptied * himself 
for our sake, and had not where to lay his head. — For thus 
saith the inspired philosopher ; thus saith the oracle of re* 

, violation j all things were made by him and for him f , 
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The great CREATOR has enriched this habitable globe 
with a profusion of good. He has adorned it with avarie* 
ty, a regularity, and a beauty, which are perfemly charm- . 
ing He hasr ennobled it with a dignity, a sublimity, ana 
a grandeur, which are at once delightful and astonishing* 

In all this, reason cannot but discern a clear manifestation 
of power, a brighter display of wisdom, and .a: rich demon- 
stration of benignity. — Rut will the CREATOR himself . 
vouchsafe to be made flesh ; on purpose that he may bleed 
and die for his guilty creatures? this is vybat, neither the 
utmost penetration of men, nor the very superior intelli- 
gence of angels, could ever have demonstrated, discovered, 
or conceived. This exceeds, whatever the elements have 
produced, whatever the sun has beheld as much as the 
extent and magnificence ot the planetary system exceeds 
the dimesions and the furniture of a shepherd s hut.— lo 
reveal this, is the blessed peculiarity of the gospel, lo 
know and believe tfris, is the distinguishing prerogative of 
a Christian. To apply this, to dwell upon this, to connect 
this with all our observations of the universe, should be 
the favourite and habitual employ of the believer. Ihis 
will improve wonder into devotion, and raise the entertain- 
ments of science into the joy of salvation. I his will ren- 
der every philosophical speculation a strengtbener of out 
faith ; and make the various scenes of nature, a guide to 
grace* and a step to glory .-When this is done then all 
things attain their proper end ; and as they are by CHRIST, 

■so they are for CHRIST. _ . _ 

But I forget mvself, mv business, and my promise. 1 
am to establish the point by incontestable fact, not to em- 
bellish it by loose harangue. With pleasure I address my- 
self to discharge the obligation ; and exemplify, m a very 
memorable instance, the power of faith on religious prac- 
tice From whence shall I fetch my exemplification, from 

fhe memoirs of the apostle of the Gentiles ? here I find one, 
most concisely, and at the same post forcibly displaced. 

Observe this man in his unconverted state. He breathes 
out threatenings and slaughter against the Christians. Can 
any thing denote a more iniquitous and savage temper ? the 
roaring lion, and the ranging bear, are gentle creatures, 
compared with this monster in human shape. Still the dc- 
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scription of his barbarity heightens. I was exceedingly 
jnad against them ; I compelled them to blaspheme j and 
punished them in every synagogue. The practice, not of 
n man, but of a friend ! It is the very picture of an mcar- 
nate devil. — What has this infernal wretch, that may recom- 
mend him to the divine favour ? if ever their was a sinner 
on earth, that had sinned beyond the reach of mercy, be- 
yond the possibility of pardon, surely it must be this Saul 
of Tarsus. 

But the divine mercy, disdaining all limits, is overflow- 
ing and unmeasuteable. Where sin has abounded like a 
flood, divine mercy abounds like an ocean. The favour of 
man is backward to interpose, till something amiable or 
inviting appears in the object. But the grace of GOD is 
immensely rich and infinitely free. It prevents the most 
vile and hardened rebels. It brings every requ'site and re- 
commendation, in its own unspeakably beneficent nature. 
It accomplishes all its blessed ends, not by any towardly 
disposition in the sinner, but by that one glorious righte- 
ousness provided in the SAVIOUR. — 'I his overtook the 
persecutor on his journey to Damascus. Light and life 
were poured upon him, not from any dawn of reformation 
In himself, but from a very different quarter. By opening, 
US it were, a window in heaven, while he was sojourning 
even in the suburbs ot hell. He saw that JUST ONE. — 
lie leceived the inestimable gilt. He was made partaker 
of the salvation, which is in JESUS CHRIST. 

Ste, now, what effect this laith has upon his conduct.— . 
It causes a total revolution in the sentiments of his mind. 
It g'ves a new bias to every faculty of his soul. It intro- 
duces an absolute change into the whole tenour of his be- 
haviour. As great and marvelous a change, as it you 
Ihould behold some mighty torrent, turned by the shock 
Of an earthquake ; and rolling those waters to the east, 
which, from the beginning of time, had flowed incessantly 
to the west. He adores that JESUS, whom he lately bias 
phemed. He preaches that taith, which he once destroyed^ 
And he is ready to lay down hts life for those believers, 
whom not long ago lie persecuted unto death. 

It may be said ; is the change as lasting, as it is surpris- 
ing ? w c will only consider the converted Saul, in one very 
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remarkable point of light, — After these things were ended 
says the sacred historian, Paul purposed in the spirit, when 
he had passed through Macedonia and Acbaia, 'to go to 
Jerusalem, saying, after I have been there, I must also see 
Rome *. — Who can observe, and not admire, this plain un- 
ambitious manner of relating a series of labours, the most 
signally successful, and the most extensively useful ? no- 
thing in human conduct ever surpassed the greatness of the 
one, and perhaps nothing in historical composition ever 
equaled the simplicity of the other. 

St. Paul had already reduced Ephesus and Asia to the 
Obedience of CHRIST. He had already brought Mace- 
donia, and Achia into subjection to the gpspel. He had 
long ago erected the standard, and spread the triumphs of 
of Christianity, in the regions of Arabia. Yet as if he had 
hitherto atchieved nothing he bends his forces towards Je- 
rusalem. Then he marks out rome for the seat of his spi- 
ritual warfare. After this, he forms the same beneficient 
design upon Spain : including, in his comprehensive plan, 
metropolis and the boundaries f of the known world. — 
The universe is but just large enough, to be the scene of 
his asticity and zeal ; he never discontinues the charitable 
campaign, but with the last breath of his life ; and he 
speaks of this unintermitted course of arduous and dange- 
rous services, as if he was only going to make some friend- 
ly visit, or join a party of inriocent pleasure ; after! have 
•been at Jerusalem, I must also see Rome 

Which of vour Alexanders, which of your Caesars, which 
of all the Heroes renowned in Grecian or Roman story, 
can vie with the zeal and magnanimity of this poor despised 
tent-maker ? so poor, that he was constrained to work with 


* A£b mx. si. 

+ Spain was then fuppofed to he the boundary of the weftero at the Ganges wa* rccko* 
lied the extremity o t the eaftern world. 

Omnibus tn Terns qua funt a Csdibus ufque 
Anroram & Gangen. J u v , Sat, 

t I am quite charmed, I mud confcfs, with this very fimpJe, but incomparably gaU 
lant manntr ol the Apoitle’i ipeahmg. iar beyond all the pomp of panegyric, it dn 7 
playa the hero. 
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his own hands, for a morsel of bread : so despised, that he was 
frequently treated as the offscouring of all things. Not-* 
Withstanding all these discouragements, what did he not at- 
tempt, what did he not accomplish for the honor of bis 
MASTER, and the good of his fellow-creatures ?— he em- 
barks in a shallop } he has neither shield nor spear ; yet he 
purposes to command the ocean, and conquer the globe.—* 
what greatness of soul was hete ! He expects* nothing but 
povefty, contempt, and death ; yet his heart is big with 
the hope of enriching, ennobling, and saving ages and ge- 
nerations. What benevolence of temper was this ! — Should 
you enquire, concerning this illustrious champion of the 
cross i who were his potent auxiliaries? none but the di- 
vine SPIRIT.— -Wbat were his mighty weapons? nothing 
but the word of truth and grace. — Whence proceeded his 
intrepid, his enterprising, his all-conquering resolution ? 
only from faith, a lively faith in JESUS CHRIST. 

This, I think, is a sufficient confirmation of my doctrine. 
Nevertheless I have another instance to produce. One that 
was exhibited itr an age, when the glorious object of our 
faith* shone with dim lustre, and with distant beams. Yet 
it may justly be admired, and will hardly be eclipsed, by 
the most enlightened among the Christian saints.— To keep 
you no longer in suspense, the case I mean, is that which 
Moses records and the apostle celebrates. By Faith, 
Abraham when he was tried, offered up Isaac : and he 
that had received the promises, offered up his only begotten • 
eon •(•. — As this is so singular an example of the efficacious 
and triumphant operation of faith j uncqualed in any nati- 
on of the world, or under any dispensation of religion ; yon 
will give me leave to dwell a little on some of its marvel- 
ous circumstances. 

Abraham was an eminent and distinguished servant of 
the most high GOD. Favoured with peculiar manifesta- 
tions of the divine will, and dignified with the honorable 


* A&a A 31 • 8$, 


♦ H«b, wi, fcf. 



ASPASI0 to TirEROtf; 


*4 


title of his MASTER’S friend. Yet even this man, is 
harassed with a long succession of troubles; and, which 
was reckoned in those ages the most deplorable calamity, 
goes childless. 

Long he waits, worshiping GOD with the most patient 
resignation. At length, an oracle from the LORD gives 
him hope, gives him assurance of a son. Joyfully he re- 
ceives the promise, and rests in humble expectation of its 
accomplishment. — Several years run their rounds, but no 
pleasing infant prattles in his arms, or is dandled upon his 
knees. At last, the handmaid becomes pregnant. But 
what a dLappoinment was here ! this is the son of the 
bondwoman, not of the free. 

llow afflicting the case of this excellent person! his kins I 
folk and acquaintance see tl.eir olive branches, flourishing 
roundabout their tables. Even • his ungodly neighbours 
have some children .at their desire, and leave their residue 
of their substance for their babes. But Abraham, the wor- 
shiper of JEHOVAH, the favourite of heaven — this Abra- 
ham is destitute of an heir, to support his name, to propo- 
gate, Itis family, or to inherit the blessing. O ! the straits ! 
to which the believer is sometimes reduced ; how does a 
sovereign providence try his faith, as it were in a furnace 
of fire ! Not that it may be consumed, but refined, and 
come forth with agumented lustre ; to the praise of ever- 
faithful, all-sufficient grace. 

• GOD is pleased to renew the grant to assure him more 
explicitly, that Sarah shall have a sou. But this notice is at 
a very late period in life ; when Saiah is advanced in years, 
and too old, according to the course of nature, to conceive. 
However, the pious Patriarch staggers not through unbe- 
lief; but hopes even against hope *. — Is it improbable ? is 
it difficult ? nay, is it to all human appearance impossible? 

’ 6o much the more proper, for faith to expect, and for om- 
nipotence to accomplish. 


W w 


* Kvw- iv«- 2®. 
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, At last, the gift, so earnestly desired, so vouchsafed. 
Sarah has a child — Son — an Isaac. One who should be a 
source of consolation and delight to his parents ; should fill 
their mouth with laughter * and their tongues with joy. — 
With tender care, doubtless, this pleasant plant is reared. 
Many prayers are put up, for his long life, and great happi- 
ness. The fond parents watch over him, as over the apple 
of their own eye. Their life is bound up in the life of the 
lad f. — He grows in grace, as he grows in stature. So 
amiable is his temper, and so engaging his behaviour, as 
could not fail of endearing him to a stranger ; how much 
more to such indulgent parents, after so long a state ot bar- 
renness, and so many expectations so frequently trus- 
trated. 

Now, methinks, we are ready to congratulate the happy 
sire ; and flatter ourselves, that his tribulations have an end. 
That the storms, which ruffled the noon ot life, are blown 
over ; and the evening of his age, becoming calm and se- 
rene. — But let not him that girdeth on his harness, boast 
himself as he that putteth it off Our warfare on earth is 
never accomplished, till we bow our head, and give up the 
Ghost. The sharpest, the several tryal is still behind. 

Abraham § ; says GOD — Abraham knows the voice. It 
is the voiceof condescending goodness, lie had often heard, 
it with a rapture of delight. — Instantly he replies, “ Here 
I am. Speak, LORD} doubt to receive some fresh mani- 
festation of the divine good-will, to himself and his family •, 
or some new discovery of the method, in which the divine 
wisdom would accomplish the promises, I will multiply thy 
seed — I wiil make thy seed as the dust of the earth. — In, 
thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 


* Vtalm. cvxri. 2, This u the impoit of the Hebrew name Ifaac* 

+ Gen. xliv. 30. J Kings xx. si* 

^ The fm'erce, w : th which the inf pi red hiflorian introduces this affe&ing narrative, h 
unhappily iranflatcd m our o.bles j did tempt Ahi.ih.un — this c\ predion leems, mom 
tl an teems to dalh with the docUme cal St. James, Chap. i. ver, 13. And cannot but, 
loa i 1 1 ir'h to thoio winch lnvc been accuiloincd to underltand by temper 
and umpuug, periods utuily odious, auJ piafticc cv trendy pernicious. 
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Take thy son ; adds GOD. And might not Abraham 
reasonably expect, that, since his son was arrived to years 
of maturity* he should be direeted, how to settle him in the 
world with honor and advantage ; where to find a virtuous 
fruitful partner of his cares, his joys, and his bed ? — He is 
commanded, not barely to take his son, but his only son j ; 
his son Isaac ; whom he loved. How must these affecting 
images awaken all that soft complacency, and all that ten- 
der triumph, which are known only to the fond feeling ap- 
prehensions of a parent ! must not such an introduction so 
remarkably endearing, heighten his expectation of some 
signal meicy, to be conferred on the beloved youth ; and 
would it not render the blessing peculiarly acceptable, more 
than doubly welcome ? 

Was he not then startled ? was he not horribly amazed? 
when instead of some renewed expression of the divine fa- 
vour, he received the following orders. Take now thy son 
• — thy only son — Isaac — whom thou iovest — and get thee 
into the land of Moriah, and ofler Him there for a burnt- 
offering, upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee 
of *. Was ever description so affecting or, message so 
alarming ? Does GOD create the apple of fhe eye, only to 
be a sheath for the dagger? Does lie impart the utmost 
sensibility, only to inflict the most agonizing pain? every 
word in this injunction, softens and entenders the parent’s 
heart; and, at the same time, sharpens the arrrow, that must 
pierce it through and through. 

' Where now, Abraham, are all thy pleasing prospects ? 
How often didst thou say, in thy enamoured and delight- 
ed heart ; “ this same shall comfort us concerning our trou- 
“ blef. Many have been my sorrows; but this child, 
“ this dear child, shall dry up my tears, and bring me to 

my grave in peace,” — Alas ! this lovely flower is to be cut 
down, in its fairest fullest bloom. All thy shining hopes 
are overcast in a moment. They are covered with dark- 
ness and the shadow of death. — But let us attend to the tra- 
gical story. 


* Geu. xxii. •« 
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. Abraham, take thy son. — Who, but Abraham, could have 
forbore remonstrating and pleading, on such an occasion ? 
'—Ananias, being charged with a commission to Saul the 
persecutor, takes upon him to argue the case with his Al- 
mighty SOVEREIGN. “ LORD, I have heard by many 
‘‘ concerning this man, how much evil he hath done to thy 
“ saints at Jerusalem ^ and here he hath authority from the 
* s chief Priests to bind all that call upon thy name.” * It 
can never be safe or expedient, to present myself volunta- 
rily before him ; who came hither breathing out threaten- 
ings and slaughter against me. What is this, but to court 
danger ; and run, with open eyes, into ruin ? — Thus Ana- 
nias. With how much greater appearance ot reason, might 
Abraham have replied ? 

“ LORD, have l not already left my country ; left my 
“kindred; and at thy command, left my father’s house ? 
“ And wilt thou now bereave me ot my child ? Must I 
“ part, not with some admired folly or darling vanity, but 
“ with the most worthy object of a rational affection ? In- 

deed w ith my only remaining consolation ? 

“ Shall I be deprived of my child, almost as soon as X 
“ have received him ? Didst thou give him only to tantalize 
“ thy servant ? Remember gracious GOD, the name he 
“ bears. Ilovv shall he answer its cheating import ? How 
“ shall he he a source of satisfaction to his parents, or the 
“ father of many nations ; ifthoutnkest him away, in his 
“ unmarried state, and the very prime of his years? 

“ If sin lies at the door, let me expiate the guilt. Let 
“ thousands of rams, let every bullock in my stabs, bleed at 
“ thy altar. My wealth, most mighty LORD, and all my 
“ goods are nothing in comparison ot my Isaac. Command 
.“.eke to be stript ot mv possessions ; command me to roam 
. “ as a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth ; and I will 
“ bless thv holy name. Only let my child, my dear child 
“ be spared. 

“ Or, if nothing will appease thy indignation but human 
r< blood, let my death be the sacrifice. Upton me be the 


* A£h ix. 13, 141 
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“ vengeance. I am old and grey-headed. The best of my 
“ days are past, and the best of mv services done. If this 
“ tottering wall tumbles, there will be little, or no cause 
“ for regret. But, if the pillar of my house, and the sup- 
“ port of my family — if he be snatched from me, what good 
“ will my life do me ? O my son ! my son 1 would GOD 

I might die for thee *. 

“ If it must, be a blooming youth, in the Rower of his 
“ days, be pleased, most merciful GOD, to select the victim 
“ from some fruitful family. There are those, who abound 
“ in children. Children are multiplied unto them ; and 
“ though many were removed, yet would their table bo 
“full. There are those, who have flocks and herds; 
v whereas, I have only this one little lambf; the very 
“ solace of mv soul, and the stay of my declining years. — - 
“ And shall this be taken away, while all these are left ?” 

Yes, Abraham ; it is thy son, and not another’s, that is 
marked for the .victim. — What distress, had he not been 
supported by faith, what exquisite distress must have over- 
whelmed this affectionate parent! IIow could he retrain 
from crying out, and with a flood of tears ? — “ If the de- 
“ cree cannot be reversed ; if it must be the fruit of my 
“ own body ; Oh ! that lshmael, the son of the handmaid 
“ — How shall I speak it ? My heart bleeds at the thought, j 
“ at the thought even of his expiring agonies, and untimely 
“ death. But as for Isaac, the son of my beloved spouse, 
“ the son of my old age, the crown oi all my Iabours--IIow 
“ shall I survive such a loss ? 

“ My bowels ! my bowels ! I am pained al my very heart. 
“ If it was only to dismiss him into some foreign coun- 
“ try, and not to see his face for many years ; even in this 
“ would be a sore tryal. But to lose him by the stioke of 
“ death ; to have him cut olf out of the land of the living J 
“ will not the blow that dispatches him be fatal tons 
both f 

“ Yet, if he must die, and there is no remedy ; may he noC 
“ at least expire by a natural dissolution ? may not some 
“ common distemper unloose the cords of life, and lay hi in 


* 2 Sam. xviii. 33 * 
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** down gently in the tomb ? may not his fond mother and 
“ piyselt seal his closing eyes, and soften his dying pangs 
.«* by our tender offices ?” 

No Abraham thy son must be slaughtered on the altar. 
He shall have no other bed of death, than the pile of hewn 
Wood j no other winding sheet, than his own clotted gore. 
The sacrificing knife, and not any common disease, shall 
bring him to his end. — And think not to satisfy thy sor- 
rowing fondness by paying him the last honors of a decent 
interment. It is the LORD’S will, that he be cut in 
pieces ; consumed to ashes ; and made a burnt-offering. So 
that nothing shall remain, to be preserved, or embalmed. It 
shall not be in thy power to sooth thy grief, by resorting 
to his grave ; and weeping at his sepulchre and saying-- 
here lies Isaac. 

i* But it all must be executed ; GOD forbid, that I 
* f should behold the dismal tradcgy. If my Isaac must be 
“ bound hand & foot for the slaughter ; if he must receive 
the steel into his bosom ; and welter in his own inno- 
*•' cent blood ; O ! let it be far, far from the sight of these 
eyes !” 

Even this mitigation cannot be granted. Thou* Abraham, 
4hou thyself must stand bv ; must look on ; must see him 
alaln. — Nay, thou must not only be an eye-witness of his 
agony, but be the executioner ot thy Isaac. • Yes ; thy 
hands must lift the deadly weapon ; thy hands must point 
jit to the beloved breast ; thy own hands must urge its way, 
through the gushing veins, and the shivering flesh, till it be 
plunged in the throbbing heart. GOD will not permit the 
work to be done by another. The father must be the mur- 
derer. 

Is not the wretched father stunned and thunderstruck? 
does he not stand fixed in horror, and speechless with grief. 
What words can be mournful enough to express his sorrow? 
-—To murder a son ! is it not impious, execrable, shock- 
ing ? nature recoils at the very thought ! then can , the best 
of fathers perforin the deed ? 

How shall he answer it to the wife of his bosom, the mo- 
ther of the lovely youth ? who bore him in her womb ; who 
brought him forth with pain 3 and nursed him up, amidst 
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the fondest caresses. Will she not have reason to reproach 
Abraham, and say in the anguish of her spirit ; a bloody 
husband hast thou been tome*. 

How can he justify it to the world ? they will never be 
persuaded, that the GOD of goodness can delight in cru- 
elty, or authorize so horrid an action — Will they not take 
up a taunting proverb, and say at every turn ? “ there goes 
“ the man, the monster rather, that has embrued his hands! 
‘ in the blood of his own son ! This is he that pretends to 
“ piety, and yet could be so savage, as to assassinate, cool- 
4( ly and deliberately assassinate an only child!” — Might 
not thousands of sucli considerations, croud into his thoughs, 
and rack his very soul ? x '- 

But GOD is unchangeable. Positive is his word, and 
must be obeyed. Obeyed immediately too. Take now 
thy son. The LORD’s command requireth speed. No 
time is to be lost, m bidding adieu to his relations, or in 
fruitless supplications for revoking the doom. — Prodigious 
tryal ! Was ever precept like this precept ? — yet, when 
JEHOVAH enjoins, to deliberate, is disloyalty ; to dispute, 
is rebellion. 

This the patriarch knew. Therefore, he waits not for a 
second injunction. — He knew also, that obedience is no 
obedience, unless it be willing and chearful. Therefore he 
consults not with flesh and blood. He is deaf to the argu- 
ings of carnal reason, and regards not the yearning of pa- 
ternal affection. But, without a murmering word, without 
a moment’s delay, sets forward on his journey. Not so 
much as betraying the least uneasiness, to alarm his wife ; 
nor heaving the least sigh, to create suspicion in his atten- 
dants. 

And canst thou, Abraham, canst thou persist in thy pur^ 
pose ? can thy heart firmly resolve, can thy hand steadily 
execute ? execute this expressibly severe task ? — is not this 
child the heir of the promises, both temporal, spiritual, and 
eternal : — is not the great MESSIAH, whose day thoil 
hast so passionately desired to see j whose person is the 
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hope of all the ends of the earth ; is not that great MESSI- 
AH to spring from his loins ? from his loins, whom thou 
art about to kill ? — the blessing, thou knovvest, is appropri- 
ated to him. The grand entail is settled upon him — upon 
Isaac by name — upon Isaac alone. If he perish, all is lost. 
Canst thou, then, at one blow, destroy the life of thy son *, 
sacrifice all thy earthly joys ; and cut off the hopes of the 
whole world ? — will none of these considerations discourage, 
dissuade, deter thee ? + 

Most triumphant faith Indeed ! Deservedly art thou 
Styled, the father of the faithful. Thy faith is stronger than, 
all the ties of affection; stronger than all the pleas ot na- 
ture ; stronger than all the terrors of death — of a death, in 
its circumstances and in its consequences, incomparably 
more dreadful than thy own. 

Now must he travel, during three tedious, and, one 
Would think, most melancholy days. With his Isaac con- 
stantly before his eyes ; with the tragical scene, continually 
presenting itself to his apprehensions ; and nothing to di- 
vert his mind, from dwelling upon every afflictive incident. 
Thus must he travel, aged as he is, to a great distance ; in 
suspense and uncertainty all the while. Not knowing, 
where the fatal business is to he transacted ; whether in a 
private spot, or on a public stage. Only on one of the 
mountains which the LORD will tell him of. — These 
seems to be a combination of all things, in order to aggra- 
\ate the tryal ; and urge him to disquietude, if not to dis- . 
.traction. 

On the third day, Abraham lift up his eyes, and saw the 
.place afar off. Doleful sight! The slaughter-house of his 
son ! Does not the prospect alarm all his tender passions? 
no; it only awakens his circumspection. The servants are 
.commanded to advance no farther. Here they must take 
their stand, and keep their distance. Lest a well-meaning, 
but unseasonable compassion, should prompt them to inter- 
pose. — He himself, with the fire and the knife in his hands; 
and his son, with the burden of wood on his shoulders, 
went both of them together. — Who does not pity the dear 
devoted youth, toiling under that load, which must soon 
reck with his blood, and soon reduce him topshes? — mean 
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while the intended victim, wondering , to see all thtse pre- 
parations made, and no proper animal near, a:;ka this perti- 
nent question ; my father, behold the Jive and the zoom/ ! but 
where is the lamb fora burnt-offering? noth'. 'g couM be 
more-tender and moving than this speech which disco- 
vered such a knowledge of religion, and such a concern 
for its, duties. Will not this rouse the father’ » anguish, and 
shake his determination ? how can he be thjg>djj^tb of so 
much innocence, and so much piety ? mi' 1 ' ''' 

Faith overcomes all difficulties. Unmoved and indexi- 
ble, the patriarch replies; GO!) will provide himwifa 
Jamb for a bur it offering, my son*. He hides the an ml 
tidings from the inquisitive youth, lest they should he too 
heavy and afflictive for him to bear. Of his own firmness 
and perseverance he was sufficiently assured. But who cam 
tell, whether Isaac's courage and self-denial may be equal 
to such a shock. ? Therefore he smothers the brand in his 
own breast ; and forbears, as long as possible, to disclose 
the terrible secret. So they went both of them together. — - 
The one, wondering at the strangeness of the affair, asd 
“ not knowing that it is for his life. The other, with a 
“ fire pent up in his bones ; and fearing more to reveal, 

“ than to execute the work”. 

And they came to the place, which COD had fold him of. 
It is a mountain. Far from the resort of men. A doleful 
solitude indeed! Gloomy shades, and hoary trees ; ragged 
rocks, and hideous precipices ; the sound of headl. >ng cata- 
racts, mingled with the yell of ravenous beast - , h ivo made 
some mountams extremely formidable. But all these cir- 
cumstances, wild and tremendous as they arc, could never 
create a terror, comparable to the sadness and horror of 
this single thought : “ here my Isaac mu^t bleed ; on this 
** eminence he breathes his last”. 

X x 


* Abr^tom in this anfwcr, like many ol the other prophets in their predictions, 

AOt to have thoroughly undeifUod the import of his own words. Wh.it lie imniclf 
■Rjent, I apprehend, is leprefenicd m the following paraphrafe ot his fpcerh. Yet GOD 
fo oyer ruled Ms tongue, that it more fully c*prelTed the divine d-vuct, th«n the pdreutrf 
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I should not wonder to see the patriarch overwhelmed 
with consternation. His thoughts lost in a tumult of fear, 
trepidation, and perplexity. So as not to know, either 
where to begin ; or how to proceed ; or what to do., But 
Abraham is all composure. He dispatches the preparatory 
jbusiness, .without the least hesitation, or the least precipi- 
tancy. . As calmly, as when, “ rich in cattle, in silver, and 
“ in gold’ 1 , he reared his tent between Bethel and JIdi. 

Abraham builds an altar there. An altar, spacious, 
strong and regular. Spacious, that it may receive strong, 
that it may sustain, the victim ; and regular, that every 
thing may be transacted with the utmost decorum *. Nay ; 
he lays the wood in order. Not huddles it together, with 
haste and confusion, into a rude heap ; but places each 
piece in the properest situation, to admit the llames, and 
accelerate the consumption of the sacrifice. — I low must 
this slow procccss, and all these solemn tormalities, atFordf 
leisure for reflection to strike deep, and employ all her 
stings ! 

Every thing is now ready for the most astonishing-and. 
dreaoiul act of obedience, that men or angels ever beheld. 
Ami now Abraham discloses the staitling secret : “ didst 
, ** thou enquire concerning the lamb r thou thyself my 
“ dear child ait the Limb piovided for the burnt-offering. 
“ — lie not amazed. i/:t not thy heart fail. — The GOD, 
“ who bestow i cl thccon my longing desires, is pleased to 
“ require tin- again at ruy hand. — 1 he LORI) gave, and 
“ the LORD taieih away, Li us hoin adore me name of 
“ the LORD.— Let us confide in his promised goodness, 
v ‘ and unanimously : icLss, though iie siay me, yet will I 
“ tru: t in him.” 

]i does not appear. that the amiable youth resisted orgain- 
■ sayul. He had strengih enough to oppose, and speed 


* ’I }uft Sn’7>i«rc& fire fTficfa?)) com'ilc inih^ir r>?rrati\ci. But the relation of thif&to' 

vy is T f at «i t ah! v cncuuiiLuitidl. T he mote (Tier tiujlly to en^a^e our attention, ami inte* 
jrt'l oiH idicfc* >«».}» ; as 'well as the more lUullnouil) to ilopl.iy the rnnntrom duHcultn-s* 
and the pfeifirg trials, w lr»v>)> lU pai uich '.mount* ted— -lu}mounte<Jl--*>M iiiBi- 
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enough to escape *, the attempts of an aged father. Ei- 
ther or both of which, the law of self-preservation might 
seem to dictate, and the light of reason to justify. But 
Isaac knew, that his father was a prophet. In this prophe- 
tical character, he sees and acknowledges the warrant of 
heaven. And since his CREATOR calls, he is content 'to 
go. — Excellent Isaac ! who does not admire thy courage ? 
who is not charmed with thy resignation ? and must we, m a 
few minutes, must \ye see thee pale,' a bloody a breathless 
corpse ? ■ , 

Methinks I shudder as we draw near the direful catas- 
trophe. The father knows not how to relent, and the son 
offers his willing throat to the knife. — Nevertheless, that 
the work of destiny may be sure, and no one particular re- 
lating to a sacrifice omitted, Abraham binds Isaac his son. 
I have known a stubborn malefactor, quite unalarmed, 
when sentenced to the ignominious tree $ not at all impres- 
sed with the mo*.f awful representations of eternal judg- 
ment ; yet, when a person came to measure him for his cof- 
fin, the hardened wretch was hard no longer. He start- 
ed ; turned pale jand trembled in every joint. — Even such 
a circumstance makes no impression on A hr, .ham ; neither 
alters his purpose, nor changes his countenance. He mea- 
sures his Isaac ; measures those limbs, which he had so fre- 
quently embraced, and so tenderly caressed ; if not lor the 
•coffin, yet for immediate slaughter. 

Having bound him — surpn.-ing resolution !- -bound him 
for the sword ar.d for the flame, he lavs him up< n the aiiar 
on the wood. There, now ]i>'s Isaac; the dear the duti- 
ful, the religious Isaac! Abraham’s joy; Sarah’s delight ; 
the heir of the promises ! there he lies, all meek and resign- 
ed ; expecting every moment, the stroke oi death to i.dJ. — 
O ! parents ! parents! do not your bowels yearn ? is not hu- 
manity itself distressed at the scene ? — S. t y thou, who art a 
father, what thinkest thou of Abraham’s obedience ? couldat 
thou, to sueh a son, have acted such a part ? 


* According to Jofrphus, Ifaac was when he fabmitvd hirr.fclf to the fhmghtcr. aWt 
twenty-five yea;* old. Otluiw think, h« age was ihiiiy-ihm* ; wJmli iiuikf b.m m . 
exaftiy refewblc iuilcripg LORD, 'J i«ru 1 ms father nu.il be atiovea huudiwl u.A lU-/ 
ty old. Either account Will juft iy AfpaiiO’s lupp*Jnofl. 
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5>< e ; il'.e father, * resolute to the very last, unsheaths 
the murdering blade ; makes bare the innocent bosom; 
and marks the place, where life may find the spediest exit. 
His heart fixed ! he stretches forth his hand ; he lifts the 
sharpener! steel : and determined to finish at a blow, is 
even now aiming — when — rejoice O ye worshippers of a 
gracious GOD break forth into singing, ye that are in 
pain for the tried parent ! the LORD v\lmighfy interposes, 
in this article of extreme need*. The ANGEL of the 
covenant speaks from heaven, and with-holds the Patriarch’s 
hand, e the \ erv act to str he. GOD, who only intended 
to mau/csf hit. faith, and make it honorable, bids him tfo no 
htv d. lo I he lad. Yea ; GOD applauds his obedience ; and 
substitute* another sacrifice in J.\ aacs stead ; renews his cove- 
nant with the father, and not only reprieves the life of the 
fon, hut promises him a numerous and illustrious issue. 
Promises to make him the progenitor of the JMLSSIAIJ, 
and therein a blessing to all the nations of the earth. 

Teh me now, j in-ron, was there ever such an astonishing 
effort oi obedience f mch a perfect prodigy oi resignation ? 
Yr.r nasiiA.i: ! Hii i;OMi f. — li you should ask, how 
was it possible for Abraham to perform ail tuts, in the man- 
ner dejenbed ' the < niwcr is obvious. Because Abraham. 
liKLiFn f.n ; or n> ot..er w ids, was fully persuaded, that the 
arm of the LORI), which had raised this son horn the bar- 
ren won do w;.s to nose him again evenirom dissected 
lur.1 ■> ( r mu*. king + ashes. — The same GOD, who re- 

cuuun thi; ‘acrd.ce, had expresly declared, in Isaac shall' 
ti seed i e called. *1 lierciore the patriarch assured him- 
setg (!..it tl.e promise would, in a Way known Vo infinite 
wisdom, be most punctually accomplished. Hence be 


* Vpr.r) fit if t* «>* '< m t< i .mi, Don, t * it* inljihcrf hiftorian makes a very judiciouls 

Jt r d . tl'lym^ifn ;h V, in r it. -s t<. .,«■ p,t\-tiy oMcnied, if not iiilmh f (polled, by our 
iiantlaiion ; tn the mount oi th« LA»K1> 'i ili-il he iun. 

+ Hrb. xi. 17. 

" i He fcim* to have exported not only the terrain, but lie irvme'lirtie i eft oration of bin 
fl* 11 ion. 1 I «»! ) e ObouM K ir' uc*d on ihf vny Ipot , lu fore In- 1< G the place ; io a* to 
rt uv Pii rfriUtn* Toi he Ids Wwiti, nut I, bat will ansi woifhip, 

spe! niuir* 
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made no dispute, and felt no reluctance. His faith disre- 
garded all the contrariety of appearances ; banished evety 
uneasy, apprehension j and neither fear, nor sorrow, had 
place in his breast. Confident of GOD’s ability, and mak- 
ing no doubt of his fidelity, he readily and chearfully 
obeyed. 

You admire, and very justly, this heroic act of obedieftCOw 
A son, for whom he waited so long — received in so extra- 
ordinary a manner — upon whom his heart was set — ill 
whom all his expectations centered — who alone could con- 
vey to all nations the promised blessing — to offer this son 
ns a sacrifice, and that by his own hand — never was sudl 
an instance of obedience performed, attempted, or heard of. 
Yet we shall both do well to remember, that Abraham was 
not justified bv this, but by the infinitely more noble obe- 
dience of JESUS CHRIST. H is faith, receiving this, re* 
lying on this, rejoicing in this, disposed and enabledgjkilii 
tor such wonderluil self-denial, foititude, and duty. 

If all this which would otherwise have been utterly im- 
practicable, was wrought by faith ; you need not suspeet, 
of weakness and insufficiency, so approved a principle.— 
Ear, far from enervating, it will invigorate every good dis- 
position ! and instead ot damping, will give life to every 
religious duty. — Cherish faith, and you will of course culti- 
vate obedience. — Water this root, and the branches of uni- 
versal godliness will assuredly partake the beneficial effects; 
will spread their honors, and bring forth their fruits.— 
Through the power of faith, the saints have w'rought righ- 
teousness, in all its magnanimous aud exemplary acts. — - 
The doctrine of faith is called by St. Paul, a doctrine ac- 
cording to godliness f; exquisitely contrived to answer all 
the ends, and secure every inteiest of real piety. — The 


* This account, is fo very exWaorclmaiy, that I fi.r.11 not bp iurprifed, if the reader ‘finds 
Come difficulty in h'» afient to it* IJpccaliy, as he may have .Hrnftomed hlflv 

f«lf to form very different conceptions- of this rt markable aliair ; and may poflinly 
confirmed in a different train of ideas, bv ieem# a rcpiesonUtion ni the flory in a edebrjw 
ted print. Where the father appeals. clasping his son in a terulei embraefc; bedewing 
him with imteart ; and (uttering as much tlnough grief the youth is 

fuffer byuh^kntfc* 


Tim. vi. 3* 
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Ijrafee of faith St. Jude styles, our most holy faith * ; intr- 
mating, th$.t it is not only productive of holiness, but that 
the most refined and exalted holiness arises from this stock ; 
is produced by believing in JESUS. 

* Let us then be diligent to exercise, and careful to in- 
crease, faith in JESUS CHRIST. Let us maintain the 
same zealous solicitude for this leading capital grace, as the 
renowned Epaminondas expressed for his shield. When- 
that gallant general was, in an engagement with the enemy, 
struck to the ground ; his soldiers carried him off, breath- 
less and fainting to his tent. The moment he opened his 
eyes, and recovered the use of speech, he asked — not whe- 
ther his wound was mortal ? not whether his troops were 
routed ? — but whether his shield was safe r — may we be 
enabled, my dear friend, to keep our shield safe ! May wc 
be strong, be steady, be lively in faith ! Then, I doubt not, 
weyhall give glory to GOD ; receive comfort to ourselves; 
an®abound in the works of the LORD. 

The Apostle prays, in behalf of his Ephesian converts, that 
they may every one enjoy the privelegcs of grace, and each 
experience the efficacy of iaith. Or, to use his own ani- 
mated words, that they may know, zv/ial is the hope of their 
calling in CHRIST JESUS; and what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power, to themivard who bdhxc f. Than 
which prayer, nothing can close either this or the proceed- 
ing letter, with more propriety, or with greater dignity. 
As nothing can more fully express the sentiments, the wish- 
es, the very soul of 


Your most affectionate 

A s r a s i o. 

P. S. I said, “ the infinitely more noble obedience of. 
“ JESUS CHRIST.” — For, to this obedience I would have, 
our thoughts continually directed. This surpasses the ser- 
vices both of angels ami men, in all their various and won- 


# Julie, %0t 
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derful orders. It is true, compared with our duties, Abra- 
ham’s obedience is like Saul’s stature who, from his shoul- 
ders and upward, was higher than of the people. But when 
the righteousness of CHRIST comes into view, it is some- 
what like that magnificent personage, described by St. John, 
in the tenth of the the Revelation Should such a sub- 
lime and majestic being, appear amidst an assembly, of the 
most renowned monarchs in the world ; how would their 
splendour be eclipsed, and all their grandeur dwindle inta 
meanness! Before such an illustrious potentate of heaven 
who would take notice of Caesar, or bestovtf a look uporf 
Alexander ? so j the righteousness of CHRIST, being tho 
righteousness of HIM, who lay in the bosom of the FA- 
THER from eternity ; the righteousness of HIM, who now 
sits on the right hand of the throne of the majesty in the 
heavens; this righteousness being in itseif consummately per- 
fect, and unspeakably ennobled by the dignity of the per- 
or mer ; all other kinds, degrees, or forms of righteousness 
shrink, before it, into the littleness of pygmies, of mites. 
Could' they speak, the language of eaeh would be look not 
“ upon me for I am dim, yea I am black. I3jt look up- 
" on you LORD, for IIlS works are marvelous and HE* 
“ is glorious in his holiness.” 


* If tli'- toxin* pi cafes, h* mav fee this beautiful and gjarM piece: *i 
hi Her/ey •• Mediations*. Vwl. II. j>. *1. lidit. 
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IT is very probable, while I am reading your*9 
you are perusing mine. But how unlike is my friend, to 
the representation he receives 1 Hmv unlike the satisfied, 
unsuspecting, chuarful Abraham ! Why this dejected air in 
your temper ? why these pensive strokes in your letter* ? — 
Let me anticipate your reply, and make answer to myself. 
This gloom, I trust, is a sign of approaching day. — Just be- 
fore the morning dawn, the nocturnal darkness is blackest. 
And just before the appearance of the SUN OF RIGH- 
TEOUSNESS, the alarmed sinner’s distress is frequently 
the deepest. I promise myself, the hour is at hind, which 
will put off your sackcloth, and gird you with gladness. 

Another favourable presage is, that you take the direct 
and certain way, to obtain substantial comfoit. The righ- 
teousness of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, after which you 
inquire, about which you are solicitous, is a never-failing 
source of consolation. Because it acquits from all sin ; se- 
cures from all condemnation ; and lenders the believer un- 
blameable and unrcprovable in the sight of GOD There- 
fore, says the HOLY GHOST, his name is as ointment 
poured forth f: even that divinely piecious name— by 

Y Y 


* Thcron’t letter It fupprefled ; becaufc, a great part of it, or what ir muth to the fame 
fwrpole, will occur in the followm* dialojjuei. Where he opens hu coniueucc, and dif- 
oioftohis temples, lean and diftrdles. 
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which he has been celebrated in the preceding epistles j by 
which he is distinguished in the scriptures of truth } by 
which, 1 hope, he will be more and more revealed in my 
Theron’s mind— THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
The discovery of him under this most amiable and glorious 
capacity, will indeed be like breaking upon a vial of the 
richest unguents. Which not only fill the room, and re- 
gale the sense, with their delightful fragrance} but refresh 
the spirits, and rejoice the very heart. — Might my writing, 
or my discourse, be as the alabastei-box to contain, to 
convey, and present these reviving odours; how highly 
should I think my self honored, and how signally my en- 
deavours blessed ! 

You ask, “ how this righteousness of the divine RE- 
DEEMER becomes ours ?” — it is a question, which I re- 
ceive with the utmost pleasure ; and, with equal pleasure, 
shall attempt an answer. Or rather, as the SPIRIT of our • 
GOD prompted the first, may the same unerring GUIDE 
suggest the last 1 — This he has abundantly done by his pro- 
phets and apostles. So that I need only have recourse to 
their writings, and collect some of the hints, which lie 
treasured up in those store-houses of wisdom. 

There we are often told of union with CHRIST. Be- 
lievers are said to be in CHRIST *, and to be one with 
CHRIST f.— What is still higher, and implies a greater 
degree of nearness. They are members of Ins Wry, oj his 
flesh , and of his bones %. — And, which denotes the most in- 
timate connec tion imaginable, they that are joined to the 
LORD JESUS, aie one spirit || with him! — As these ex- 
pressions appear dark, and their sense lies deep, it has 
pleased our all-condescending INSTRUCTOR to illustrate 
them, by a variety of significant types, and lively simili- 
tudes. This remark very opportunely reminds me of an 
engagement, which, some time ago, I undertook to exe- 
cute, but have hitherto omitted— to make it evident, that 


* Col. i. *. 


t Heb. u. 

| 4 Cor. vU 17. 
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the blessed doctrine, for which we have been pleading, is 
deducible from several scripture images*. A short des- 
cant upon some of the principal, will, I hope, at once dis- 
charge my former obligation, and satisfy your present in- 
quiry. 

This was' shadowed forth by the costly, odoriferous, 
flowing unguent, poured upon Aaron’s head ; which ran 
down upon his beard, and descended to the skirts fof his 
clothing. So the merits of our great HIGH-PRIEST are 
derived down to all the faithful j even those of the mean- 
est station in life, and the lowest attainments in religion. 

Was it not typefied by that instructive vision, which the 
Prophet “ Zechariah saw ?’I have looked, and behold ! A 
“ candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, 
41 and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the se- 
“ ven lamps, which were upon the top thereof : and two 
“ Olive-trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and 
" the other uponlhe left side thereof ; which, through 
44 two golden pipes, empty the golden oil out of them- 
** selves J”. The bowl and the lamps were a proper em- 
tlem of believers : who are, by nature , dry vessels, and des- 
titute of all good ; yet should shine as lights, in the midst of 
a crooked and preserve generation. — The Olive-trees, array- 
ed in verdure, and abounding with sap ; always emptying 
themselves, yet ever full, are a very just representation of 
CHRIST, of his unchangeable love, and his inexhaustible 
gifts. — The golden pipes, through, which the olive-branch- 
es transmit their oil, seem to be figurative of faith in its va- 
rious and repeated actings. By these channels of convey- 
ance, the unspeakable benefits of a REDEEMER are com- 
municated to our souls, and replenish those empty ba- 
sons. 

Another type the apostle mentions. The first Adam, he 
says, was a figure o him that was to come ||. So eminent 
a figure and corresponding in so many instances, that he style! 


+ Pfal* CKXxin a. 


• See Vol. II. p. 553* 
% iv * #• 


U Rom. v« 14. 
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our LOUD JESUS the last Adam *. And why ? because, 
Jike the first, he was a covenant-head to his people, and 
transacted in their stead. Were we made sinners in Adam ? 
<we are made righteous in CHRIST. Is Adam’s sin imputed 
to all his natural offspring ? so is CHRIST’S righteousness to 
all his spiritual seed. — The consequence of both, render the 
doctrine more intelligible, and the truth the more undeniable. 
All men hre judged, condemned, dead +; doomed inevitably 
to the death of the body, and justly liable to the death of the 
goul, on the score of Adam’s transgression. AH believers 
are acquitted, justified, saved J 5 saved from the first death, 
and made heirs ot the resurrection ; saved from the second 
death, and intitled to life eternal j by \ntuc oi CHRIST’S 
pbedicnce. 

This union withCHRIST, was not only prefigured by 
types, but displayed by avaiicty of similitudes, taken from 
the most familiar occurrences of life. Bv which it appears to 
be our divine MASTER’S will that we should live under the 
habitual belief ot this momentous truth, and in the constant 
enjoyment ot this d'stinguiscd privelegc. — You cannot visit 
a iiicnd, or view your children ; you cannot enter your gar- 
den, disce ursc willi ye ur spouse, or con to 11 ij late your own bo- 
dy, without a r presentation and a remcmbrajicei of this pre* 
pious bless’ng, 

CHRIS’! says to his disciples, heme forth I call yen not 
servants, but Inends (I. Friends are second self §. St. Paul 
speahmg ot Oncsimus, uses this remarkable plnase, receive 
him as mysclt , and, which is still more emphatical, receive 
him, that is mine own bowels 4. Is not CHRIST’S friend- 
thip ot the most tender and exalted kind ? doubtless it must 
be superior to Jonathan’s. — Jonathan loved Davit 4s his 
own '■oul. But CHRIST loy^d sinners with a love spon- 
ger than death. '1 hey were dearer to him than his own in- 
estimable life — Jonathan exposed himself to imminent 
ganger in vindicating David’s conduct. JESUS surrender* 


* 1 Cor, xn 45. t Rojn* r, ij 16 

$ Rom. v# 19, til ‘5 John xv. 15. ^ Horace calls Vfrg$ t tmme dimidummt* 
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crl himself to certain death, in making reconciliation for our 
offences.-— Jonathaiv interceded once and again with his 
father in David’s behalf. CHRIST ever liveth, to plead 
his blood, and make intercession for transgressors. — Jona- 
than stripped hi. i. sell of the robe that was upon him, and 
gave it to David, and hi> garment, even to his sword, and 
his bow, and his girdle*. Our REDEEMER, without 
stripping himself, has clothed us (such ia the prerogative of 
a divine person !) with the robe ol his righteousness, and 
with the garment of his salvation. lie has consigned over 
to us all the merit of his holy life and propitiatory death. 

CHRIST stands related to his people, not as a friend only, 
but as aparent. He is called by a prophet, THE EVER- 
LASTING FATHER f ; and wc are said by an Apostle, 
to be his children Children look upon themselves, as inte- 
ested in the wealth of their parents. They expect, and not 
without reasonable ground, to reap benefit from it, whilo 
the parents live ; aftd to become possessors of it, when they 
die. Accoidingly the father says in the gospel, son, all that 
I have is thine §. — Since the high and holy IMMANU- 
EL vouchsafes to be our FATHER, can -we suppose him 
less generous than an earthly parent? or can we imagines 
that his children shall have less to hope, than the heirs ot an 
earthly progenitor ? may we not, ought we not to regard all 
liis communicable goods, all the benefits resulting from iris 
meritorious sutlerings and perfect obedience, as cur por- 
tion ?— especially, since he is the testator || also ; has bc- 
■queathed them to us by will j and, having submitted to 
death, become legally ours. 

I am the VINE, says our LORD, ye are the branches ^f. 
They who believe, are ingra.ted into CHRIST. lake no- 
tice of a cyon. \V bat are the consequ. nces of its ingrafture ? 
it is embodied with the substance of the tree, and partakes 
of its fatness. The sap, imbibed by the root, circulates 


* j Sam. x\iii + Jaaiah vi. 9, J Heb. il. IJ. 

* 

4 jLvke xy< 31. U IIcb.1x.j7. 
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into it ; gives it vegetable life ; fillsit with buds, decks it 
■with blossoms, and load it with fruit. If then we are one 
with CHRIST, as much as the branch is one with tho 
• stock, it must follow, even upon the principles of common 
experience, that his wisdom is ours, to enlighten us } his 
righteousness is ours, to justify us ; his spirit is ours to sanc- 
tify us ; his redemption is our», to make us completely and 
. eternally happy. ' 

CHRIST is united to his people by a tie, closer and 
dearer than the parental. They are not only his children, 
but his spouse, lie is often called their Bridegroom, and 
is not ashamed to avow the tender engagement ; “ I will 
“ betroth thee to ME for ever. Yea, 1 will betroth thee 
“ unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lov- 
“ ing-kindness, and in mercies. I will even betroth thee 
“ unto me in faithfulness *’*. The condescending GOD 
multiplies, diversifies, accumulates his words. And this, 
with admirable propriety, as well as surpassing goodness- - 
The honor is so high, and the favour so great, we should 
hardly know how to believe it, and hardly venture to apply 
it lest therefore by a single expression, it should not be 
sufficiently established, it stands ratified by repeated asse- 
veration, and with all the energy of language. So that, be 
the grace ever so astonishing, we are assured, the Fact is 
equally certain! He that is our MAKER, is also our HUS- 
BAND f. 

Let us consider what follows, upon such an union. We 
may take for an example, the case of Boaz and Ruth.—^ 
Soon as their nuptials were solemnized, she that was poor 
became rich : from a gleaner in the field, she commenced 
Mistress of the harvest : and, from abiding by the maid- 
ens, had a scat at the master’s table. — If we are united to 
CHRIST by a marriage contract, the same effects take 
place. We that were poor, are rich in him. We who had 
nothing, possess all things in CHRIST. We that dwell in 
dust, are made to sit together with our exalted HUSBAND 
in heavenly places 


* Htf. iu 
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If you choose some modern exemplification, what can 
be more pertinent, than the lemarkable instance of 
your neighbour Arietta ? she was lately left a widow, by 
the dissolute and extravagant Bellario. Her circumstances 
miserably embarrassed, and the estate deeply mortgaged. 
Her friends looked shy, and her creditors became clam- 
orous.— Scarce a day passed, but it made some new dis- 
covery of debts contracted by the deceased. So that the 
affairs of the survivor appeared with a more melancholy as- 
pect, and in a less retrievable condition. But, having 
won, first the compassion, then the affection, of the wealthy 
and illustrious Philander ; how happily is the face of things 
altered ! All her debts devolve upon him.andall his dignity 
is derived to her*. lie stands responsible lor whatever she 
owes ; and she is a sharer, in whatever he possesses. — * 
Though ruined by her late husband, she is more than res- 
tored by her present ; has reason to rejoice in his affluence, 
and to glory in his -honors. — Have not we also reason to 
rejoice in our heavenly BRIDEGROOM ? since a far more 
glorious exchange subsists between him and his mystical • 
spouse, lie has bore the curse, that we may inherit bles- 
sing. Sin was charged on him, that righteousness might be 
imputed to us. In a word, he has sustained our deplorable 
miseries, that he might impart to us his unsearchable trea- 
sures. — Docs the law demand perfect purity of nature, and 
perfect obedience of life ? it must go to him for satisfacti- 
on. Do we want grace, and glory, and every good thing? 
we may look to' him for a supply. To HIM, T/ieron , in 
whom it has pleased the FATHER, that all fulness should 
du'c/l f. 

It any thing can express an union, more intimate and 
inseparable than the conjugal, it is that of the members 
with the head. This image is used by the HOLY GIIOST, 
to shadow forth the connection between CHRIST and the 
faithful. He is the head over all things, with respect to- 


* Compare Jtr. xxiii. }, 6- with Ifai. xlix. 3. and jef, xxxni, 1*. it>: 
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rule and supremacy ; but a head of life, and influence with 
respect to the church ^f. — The head and the members con- 
stitute one natural body; CHRIST and his church com- 
pose one mystical body. What kindness is done, what in- 
jury is offered to the members, the head regards them as' 
done to hself. Accordingly CHRIST says to the outrage- 
ous Saul, v* ho made havock of the church ; Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou ME f ? he declares concerning those in- 
digent Christians to whose necessities we administer relief ; 
inasmuch as ye have done it unto them, ye have done it unto 
ME J. — The animal spirits formed in the head, are formed 
for the benefit of the whole body, and designed for the use 
of all the members. So the righteousness wrought by 
JESUS CHRIST, is wrought out for his whole mystical 
body, and intended for the advantage of all his people ; to 
be the constituent cause of their justification, and the meri- 
torious cause of their salvation. 

Being then so nearly related, so closelv united to the 
blessed JESUS, it is no wonder, that believers are now 
loved with the same fatherly love, and will hereafter be 
partakers of the same heavenly glory || — what might wc 
not expect from the ever faithful REDEEM ER, if he 
Vouchsafed to acknowledge but one of these endearing 
names ? since he has engaged himself to us by all the ties, 
of affinity and affection ; may we not promise ourselves 
ami with the assurance of hope, every good thing; even 
all the fulm ss of GOD§ our Saviour. Does not each of 
these tender relations, subsisting between CHRIST and his 
saints, imply an entire property in one another, and a mu- 
tual participation of all that belongs to either? If this is 
included in each separately, how much more in all con- 
jointly ? my beloved is mine, and I am his. I dare not say, 
this is the poesy ot the mistical ring. Lest the thought 
should appear quaint, and below the dignity of the subject. 
But this ( xpresse-, the effect, the undoubted effect of so en- 
riching, so ennobling, so divine an union. 


% Eph. aa. t A£U 4, J Matt. xxv. 4^ 
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How pleasing, yet how amazing the thought! Shall we, 
who say to corruption, thou art my tather ; ana to the worm, 
thou art my mother and my sister * : shall we b?' permitted 
to say, concerning the HEAD of all principality and power, 
we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones f? 
i— what a mercy might we esteem it, not to be confounded 
before a MAJESTY so sublime and magnificent! what 
a favour to obtain the least propitious regard from the 
KING immortal and invisible ! what an honor, to he ad* 
mitted into his family, and numbered among the meanest of 
his servants ! — But to be his adopted children ; to be his 
espoused bride ; to be the members of his sacred body. — 
To have HIM for our everlasting father, HIM for the 
bridegroom of our souls,. HIM lor our heavenly head ;who 
is the MAKER of all worlds, and the SOVEREIGN of 
all creatures ! What words can duly celebrate, what heart 
can sufficiently admire, the condescension and the love of 
our adorable JESUS? or who can justly question the fruits 
of such a fellowship, and the consequence of such an uni- 
on? question them ! No, the fruits are infallibly sure, as the 
privelege is inexpressibly great. 

Let me once again introduce Dr. Lightjoot , as a great 
and venerable witness of both these truths. Laban spake 
“ high, when he said ; these children are mine, and all 
“ these things thou seest are mine. But how high and 
“ glorious is that, which may be said of a justified person ! 
V All thou hearest of CHRIST is thine; his life is thine, 
“ his death is thine, his obedience, merit, Spirit, allthinej.” 

• — To this let me join another witness, whose testimony, 
though more plain, is no less weighty. Faith says Luther, 
“ must be purely taught : namely, that thou art so entire- 
,c ly and nearly joined to CHRIST, that he and thou art 
“ made as it were one person : so that thou mayest boldly 
• “ say, I am now one with CHRIST; that is to say, 

Z z 


• Job. xvii. 14. t Sph. v. 30. 

J;. See Dr. JLightfoot'* Work, Vol. II. p. 1077. 
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te CHRIST’S righteousness, victory, and life are mine* 
«* And again, CHRIST may say, I am that sinner, , that is, 
“ his sjns and his death are mine, because he is united and 
** joined unto me and I unto him — Rich and impor- 
tant words ! than which nothing can give us a juster or ful- 
ler explanation as the Apostle’s assertion, we are parta- 
kers of CHRIST f. , , 

When some foreign ladies, of the first quality, paid a vi- 
sit to Leonidas’s Queen ; the talk turned upon their rich 
clothes, their costly jewels, and splendid equipage. After 
they had severally displayed their own grandeur, they in- 
quired after her Majesty’s finery. What she had to distin- 
guish her from the vulgar? — she replied, my illustrious hus- 
band J. — What else ? my illustrious husband. — And as of- 
ten as they repeated the same question, -she returned the 
same answer. — Could this queen speak ot her royal consort, 
in such admiring, rejoicing, sclf-gratulatlng terms? and 
shall hot vile sinners look upon their REDEEMER — that 
most majestic, yet all-condescending bridegroom ; who is 
full of grace and truth, full of merit and righteousness — 
shall not they much more look upon HIM, as their honor 
and their joy ; the object ot their dependence, and the cause 
of their boasting ? 

You ouce mentioned self-importance. I hope, we have 
now renounced that specious absurdity. Have abjured 
that idol of jealousy. ’ It is as much a delusion, as it is a pro- 
vocation. Nothing can give ys any impoitance, but the 
work and worthiness of CHRIST. — Without these, we are 
despicable and abominable. Our performances are vanity ; 
our persons are pollution ; and both deserve to be treated, 
like that infamous king of Israel, to whom the prophet 
Elisha declared ; as the LORD GOD of hosts livetb, be- 
fore whom I stand, surely, were, it riot that I regard the pre- 
sence of Jehosluipat King, of Judah, I would not look to- 


* LirrHca upon Qaiat. + Jkb iii • 14, 

+ Tlr am table and Wo.c lVuhca cxprdTts herl'clf in much the kmc nroanbr>concera- 
,in c U: k.-lauit hulbaatt AbtaJutet. o«*u. Cyrap*ul, Lib. VI. 
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ward thee, nor see thee *. — But the work and worthiness* 
of CHRIST, give us acceptance with .GOD, and dignity- 
before his angels. These will afford us consolation on 
earth, and procure for us estimation in heaven. Through 
these, we may lift up our heads with courage, at the Judg- 
• ment-seat ; and may- make our apearance with honor, 
amidst the inhabitants of glory. — Let us then exult, let us 
triumph, in our heavenly bridegroom. Forsaking all other 
causes of confidence, let us keep our hearts, our affections 
our thoughts, only to HIM. 

■ I should find it difficult, to refrain from the farther pro- 
secution of so engaging a topic, did I not purpose to wait 
upon myTheron very speedily. Then I shall have an op- 
poriunity of pouring into his bosom all the fulness of my 
heart, with regard to this delightful subject — in the mean 
time, let me exhort my dear friend, to be of good comfort. 
Heaviness may endure for a night, but joy covneth in the 
morning j\ This sorrow of which you complain, may be 
the^fore-runner of spiritual and pternal consolation. 

While I am writing, there appears full in my view, one 
of the finest rainbows, I ever beheld. It compasseth the 
heaven with a glorious circle ; so glorious, that it is no dis- 
paragement of the Almighty CREATOR, to say, the hands 
of the MOST HIGH have bended it — Oil what foun- 
dation, would I ask, is that stately and beautiful arcli rais- 
ed ? from what source, do all its radiant and lovely colours 
spring? it is raised on a gloomy assemblage of vapours; 
and all its rich tinctures spring from a louring cloud. — Thus 
does the blessed GOD, on a conviction of gudi and a sense 
of ruin, spread faith, imprint holiness, and diffuse gladness. 
May all these, c-re long, arise in my Theron’s breast ! And 
each be — bright, as that resplendent bow — lasting, as the 
sun that creates it ! 

Yes j it is the ardent wish of my soul, and shall be my 
frequent prayer to GOD, “ that both our hearts may be 
“ comforted, being knit together in love, unto all riches of 
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the full assurance of understanding J”, in this great mystery 
of godliness.— What vigour of expression what exuberance 
of Ideas, and, above all, what distinguished pnyileges^te 
here !— . Assurance— full assurance— riches of the full assur- 
ance— all riches of the full assurance of understanding— n 
reference to our union with CHRIST, and its unutterably 
precious effects ! — Can the Orator express more can e 
sinner desire more? can the saint, I had almost said, can 
the Archangel enjoy more ?— may this be the portion ot my 
dear Theron, and of 

His everjaithjul 

A s P A s I O’ 


$ CoJi U» »* 




DIALOGUE XV. 


-A.SPASIO had taken leave of his friend Camil- 
lus, and was come to revisit Theron. Whose thoughts 
seemed to be in a state of much fluctuation, and no small 
anxiety. Hoping, that some proper conversation on the 
grace and privileges of the gospel, might compose and 
comfort his mind. Might, while his heart was softened by 
humbling convictions, fix the stamp of genuine Christiani- 
ty ; and deliver his whole soul into the mould of* evange- 
lical religion. 

When fonow wounds the breaft, as ploughs the glebe, 

And heaits obdurate feel her loftemng fhower, 

Her feed celeftial then glad wiidom fows 
Her golden harvefh triumph m the foil f . 

He arrived pretty late in the evening : and, being some- 
what weary witl the journey, soon withdrew to his repose. 
The next morning, as Theron walked abroad, to taste the 
cool delights of the dawn ; he was agreeably surprised, by 
meeting Aspasio. 


* Deliver into the mould— -Rom. vi. 17.— f Which as it contains a beautiful alluiion* 
Conveys alio a vet y inftru&ive admonition, intimating, that our minds* all pliant and 
du&ile, (he old be conformed to the preempts of the gofpel, as liquid metals take the figure 
•f fame elegant mould, into which they are call. 
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Ther. So soon awake, my worthy friend and , afttjr so 
much fatigue on the preceeding day ! — I had npt-the least 
expectation of your company, till breakfast. Then indeed 
1 promised myself a double regale — the refreshments; exhi- 
bited on the table; and those wholesome words of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST *, which, more precious than man- • 
na, drop — 

Asp. How Theron ! — Have you also learnt those sooth- 
ing arts, which polish the speech, to deprave our senti- 
ments ? could I have suspected the enchanting wiles of flat- 
tery, from my sincere, my tried, my bosom friend ? 

Iher. Your friend is still sincere, and his words are very 
remote from flattery. — How welcome to the wind-bound 
mariner, weary with expectation, and sick with disappoint- 
ments, is the visit of a propitious gale 1 How welcome to 
the fields, parched with drought, and gasping for moisture, 
are copious showers of rain ! IIow acceptable to the Israe- 
lites, traveling through the inhospitable desart, and pining 
for want of the fruits of the earth, was the miraculous sup- 
ply of heavenly bread !— Yet, neither propitious gales to 
the wind-bound mariner, nor copious showers to the thirsty 
soil, nor heavenly bread to the famished Israelites, could be 
more welcome to each respectively, or to all jointly, than 
your late conversation, and later correspondence, to my 
anxious soul. 

Asp. Why, I thought, you looked upon my notions as 
chimerical ! Is Theron also become credulous? like one of. 
us weak-headed believers ? — has he quitted the strong-holds 
of reason ? is he vanquished by the sling-stone of faith ? 
or can he submit to this strange method of salvation, by 
embracing the righteousness, and relying on the obedience 
of another ? 

Thn\ I find, my reason was a feeble guide ; or I myself 
not faithful to its genuine dictates. I was blinded with 
prejudice. I was intoxicated with pride. A vain conceit 
of my moral powers, betrayed me, as I fear it has betrayed 
many, into a contempt of the evangelical righteousness. — I 
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held, yyhat I thought an honor to human nature. I now 
attract’ my opinion.— I now perceive, that as my natural 
light could -not discover the way, neither can my personal 
Obedience put me in possession, of life and salvation. No- 
more banter*' Aspasio : — Have done : — I am serious, and 
very much in earnest. So much in earnest, that if all my 
acquaintance of the pharisaical turn, or if all my brothers 
of the smile, should rally me on the subject ; L would frank- 
ly acknowledge my error, and as freely sign my recanta- 
tion. 

Asp . My dear Theron, I appplaud your resolution. You 
have no more cause to be ashamed of such a practice, than 
Philip had to be ashamed of the imperfection in his limbs. 
When, being observed to go lame, with a wound received 
in battle, he had this consolation suggested by one of his 
courtiers : “ never blush, my royal Sir, for a defect, which 
“ puts you in mind iif your valour, every step you take.” — 
To sacrifice our prejudices in the search of truth, is no less 
honorable, than to be marked with a scar, in the defence 
of our country. And never surely was any prejudice grea- 
ter than that, which pretends, by personal virtue and mo- 
rality, to supersede the necessity or imputed righteousness. 

I beg pardon for my pleasantry. Since you are so very 
serious, a gay air was quite unseasonable. — You cannot of- 
ten complain, that I am guilty of this fault. Nor can you 
easily imagine, the satisfaction I shall enjoy; if, either my 
letters, or my discourse, have administered any advantage 
to my friend. 1 shall note it down, among the distinguish- 
ed blessings of my life ; and have an additional obligation, 
to love the beneficent AUTHOR of all good. 

But, as I cannot be a furtherer- of your happiness, with- 
out the greatest delight ; so I cannot be a witness of your 
solicitude, without a painful regret. You must therefore 
• permit me to ask the cause of that unusual vehemence, 
which I observe in your speech j and that deep concern, 
which 1 read in your countenance. 

Ther. I have been considering very attentively, what is 
the present state, ancl what is likely to be with the final 
condition of my soul. 
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■ My hopes and fears 

Starf up alarmed ; and over lifers narrow verge 
Look down — on what ? a fathomlefs abyfs t 
A vaft eternity ! 

My sins, at the same time, like an armed host, are set in 
dreadful array, and surround me on every side. — Justice, 
like an injured and incensed foe, unsheaths the sword, and 
makes a loud demand for vengeance.— No righteousness of 
my own presents itself, no righteousness from the law, to 
which I may fly for refuge.' — The method of salvation, in 
which 1 formerly confided, is a bridge broken down ; and 
leaves me, without affording any possibility of escape, aban- 
doned to the approaching enemy. 

To a person in such deplorable circumstances, how re- 
viving, bow delightful, is the very thought of being inter- 
ested in the great REDEEMER’S righteousness ! — 1 do not 
wonder now at a saying of Luther’s ; which I have some- 
times exploded, as strangely extravagant : “ that, upon the 
“ discovery of this glorious righteousness, the gates of pa- 
“ radisc seemed to fly open before him, and the dawn of 
heaven was all in view”. 

Talking in this manner, they came to an elevated terrace. 
"Which, about an hour before, had been shaved by the 
scythe, and emitted all the freshness of new-mownherbage. 
On one side, a fine champaign country stretched its wide 
dimensions. — On the other, a flower-garden exhibited the 
last ornaments of the year. — Here you might still see the 
tutted vermilion, and the full-blown ivory, glittering through 
spangles of liquid crystal. — There, you might trace the 
footsteps of the early cattle, by many a recent print on the 
dewy lawn. — On the walls and espaliers, autumn had spread 
her stores ; and was begining to beautify their rinds with 
many a ruddy streak, or to breath over their glossy skins her 
delicate and inimitable bloom. 

Asp. See, said Aspasio, the wisdom and benignity, 
which, in amiable and inseparable conjunction, display 
thcmselvc s through the whole ceconomy of the universe \ 
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GOD has made every thing beautiful in his time * ; every 
thing serviceable in its place. A little while ago, the fl »w- 
cry meads delighted our eyes, and the melodious birds char- 
med our ears Now, the tasteful fruits are preparing their 
dainties ; and presenting us with a collation, to regale our 
palate. — The whole earth, and all the seasons, are rich with 
our CREATOR’, goodness. Yea, the whole earth, and 
all that replenishes it, all that surrounds it, are full of his pre- 
sence. IIE it is, who * 

Warms in the Sun, lefi-flu*, in the breeze, 

Glows in tlie Stars, anti bloiloms in tli; trees ; 

Lives through all life, extends tin , 'High all extent, 

Spreads undivided, operates urilpent t. 

An habitual belief of this truth, gives nature her loveuest 
aspect, and lends her the most consummate po-v.,- t< plea-.e. 
The breath of violets, anti the blush of ros *s ; v\ nif-'e ".f 
the woods, and the meanders of the stream; the a ■ urm ; 
hill, the extended plain, an j all the decorali »;s, of t.h< ia,> i- 
scape ; then appear in their highest attrai lives ; th-m < wo 
the soul with the most relined satisfaction ; when < »- ;L> is 

heard —and GOD enjoyed in ail. 

Is Theron lost in thought, and depdv i id 

speech ? is he alone silent, while all things sp< ad d. 
MAKER’s praise?- — Does faith in the righto-invo.- .s of 
CHRIST throw a shade over the works of creation ? ?. ■ ■ ; 
it not heighten their beauties, and enliven their gr;ev> ? - 
It does; and to such a degree, that the religious is the oniv 
true Philosopher ; nor can the pleasures of itnagina-i 
ever acquire their proper relish, tiil they are ripened by tiv 
exercise of devotion. — With this view then, since my friend 
forbears let me attempt to speak : not to inert, aw h«s kn:"-- 
• ledge, but to beget faith, and cultivate devotion m us 
Ifbth. 
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The spacious Canopy * over out heads, is painted vyitl 
blue ; and the ample carpet under our feet, is tinged wit! 
green. These colours, by their soft and chearing qualities 
yield a perpetual refreshment to the eye f. Whereas, hac 
the face of nature glistered with white, or glowed with scar- 
let ; such ardent and dazzling lines would, instead of exhi- 
larating, have fatigued the sight. — Besides ; as the several 
brighter colours are interspersed, and form the pictures ir 
this magnificent piece ; the green and blue constitute an 
admirable ground, which shews them all to the utmost 
advantage To rentier this fine ground still more agrea- 
blc, it is diversified, the green especially, by a multitudt 
of intermediate kinds. From the deepest verdure, which 
borders upon black, even to the palest, which makes a neat 
approach to grey. 

Had the air beep more humid and considerab’y thicker 
it would have dimmed the rays of the sun, and daikencd 
the chearful d.iy. The lungs of all terrestial animals, had 
been clogged in their vital functions. Men had been su!- 
fbeuted, w ichout the strangling noose ; or drowned, with- 
out the over whelming flood. — Was it several degrees mort 
thin and siihiiii/.ed, buds would not be able to wing thejj 
wav through the firmament ; nor could the clouds be sus- 
tained, hi ' attenuating an atmosphere. It would wapl 
that balmy s btness, which continually feeds the lamp ol 
Jiic. it would uni elude the organs of respiration •, anc 


* r,'ij< iV trinpy. Tf d It r hes by which vc tranfbte a rmfain 

fe-r ( ..iiiu’ >!>. tout n n*< , vU u ;■ j , j. mum j uJ : like Junic finely atlcnu 

.41 - i $$ * >»>, M-t- t!:i> t'n \tjna, or the Jo* U'ii^ <#f tlitt Tabernacle, which were goat 
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f — — — — — Gay Clean, 

1 hou funlm* natural urmsiiu) rvSc. 1 

United Ug'.it and ilu4e I Where the fight dwells, 

With growing Uien&tf^^nd ever-bew delight, 

, ( , Tit Sjtrinfi 

t 1 1 ih« icadt • has \i?l« to go through. the; fp!]o*,ing cfky, ht wiil fm<J H, 1*1 til? 

jmum iubjcci. ' . ' . ■ ‘ A 



DlAT.OOUES. 


62 


we should gasp for breath, with as much difficulty, with 
as little success, as fishes haled from their native element. 

The ground also is wrong!, t into the most proper tempe- 
rature. Was it of a firmer consistence, it would be impe- 
netrable to the plough, and unmanageable bv the spade. — • 
W as it of a laxer composition, it would ha incapable of sup- 
porting its'cnvn furniture. The light mold would be swept 
away by whirling winds ; or the oo/.v glebe soaked into 
sloughs by the descending rains. — Because, every situation 
suits not every plant ; but that which is a nurse to one, of- 
ten proves a Step-mother to others ; therefore, the qualities 
of the earth are so abundantly diversified, as properly to 
accommodate every species of vegetation. We have a va- 
riety of intermediate soils, lrom the loose disjointed sand, 
to the stiff cohesive clav : lrom the rough projections or tlie 
craggy cliff, to the sol fly swelling bed of the smooth par- 
terre. 

The sea carries equal evidence of a most wise and gra- 
cious ordination. Was it larger, we should want land for 
the purposes of pasturage, and the operations of husband- 
ry. We should be destitute of sufficient room for mine:; 
and forests; our subteranej|n warehouses, a:: 1 our re; sal 
timber-yards. — Was ifsmaller.it would not be capable 
of recruiting the sky, with a proper quniuitv of vaporous 
exhalations ; nor of supplying the earth v. ith the nccesmry 
quota, of fructifying showers. 

Do wc not discern very apparent strokes of skill, and the 
most pregnant proofs of goodness, in each mckvidj*! .. fy-. t? 
in the various tenants of the globe, and the several r.p; ;r- 
tcnances of this great dwelling ? — It is needless to i \i> .tl- 
ate upon the more eminent and conspicuous beauties; all 
that shines in the heavens, and all' that smiles the curd:. 
These speak to every car, these shew to cwr . eye, the ado-** 
fable munificence of their MAKER.-- it u mu-lE-s to 
launch into the praises of the valleys, delicate!) tl nVd with 
herbage ; or of the fields, richly replenished with corn. Even 
the ragged rocks, which frown over tiie flood ; the cavrrned 
quarries, which yawn amidst the land; together with the 
mountains, those shapeless and enormous protuberances, 
which seeai to load the ground, and, incumber the skies.;. 
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even tins contribute their share, to increase the general 
usefulness. 1 hey variegate the prospect ; raise an agree- 
nbie horror in the beholder ; and inspire his breast with a 
religious awe. 1 hey add new charms to the wide level of 
our plains , and shelter, like a screen, the warm lap of our 
vales. 

"We are delighted with the solemn gloom, and magnifi- 
cent aspect to the fore .4. One, who saw the cedars of Le- 
banon, was transpot led with admiration, at their a tuple - 
trunks, and towering heads: their ditFusive spread, and ver- 
dant grandeur. Compared with which, the stately elm is 
but a reed ; and the branching oak a mere shrub *.• — Was' 
our sight qualified lor the search, we should discover a 
symmetry and a dignity, altogether as perfect, and far more 
wonderlul, in those groves of mov f, which adhere to the . 
rude stone. We should contemplate, with greater sur- 
prise, if not with greater rapture, those diminutive planta- 
tions ; which strike their hasty roots in the mouldy confecti- 
on, or wave their curious umbrage over the perished pickle f .. 

Who is not chamred witn the vine, and its generous 
wanning juices? with the melon, and its delicious cooling 
pulp ? yet, were all our trees tty produce fruits of sucii ex- 
alted qualities, or of such an agreeable relish, what would 
become of the birds ! How small a scantling of such choice 
delicacies, would voracious man resign to their enjoyment ? 
that provision may be made for the meanest vagrant of tbd 
air, as well as for the most renowned sovereign of a nation ; 
there is, in all places, a large growth of shrubs, covered 
annually with a harvest of coarse and hardy berries. So 


* Mr. Maundrrl tells us, he fneafuVcd one of the ccdtrs of Lebanon, and 4 c found it 
fix and th.ity fut jnd fix inches* thick ; its branches lpuad an hundred and eleven feet , 
“ iL& trunk Lon i!h ..round was about fixieen lat, and then divided into five branches, 
° c<ich of: winch would make a large tree”. , 


*+ See. lor a pro >f sf this remark, the explanation of the tenth plate, in that veryc»4pus, 
v«N‘y cnitHri-ning, and no lets in It re-live piece, intitjed Micrograplna Ke&turaU.--- When; 

<!• f hoi c.iiupares the liicoftbis little vege^Ule, with the dirrmifious ©f thede vaft 
V hit 1. ^row in the vigorout cliinaiei of Guinea. and Braid. 
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coarse In their taste, that they are unworthy of the accep*- 
tance ot man : so hardy in their maki, that they endure 
the exfremest severities of the weather ; and furnisli the 
feathered tribe with a standing repast, antidst all the deso- 
lations of winter. 

The fir, with her silver bark, and shapely cone; the 
beech *, with her quivering leaves and embowering shades, 
arc stately decorations of our rural seats. But, if there; 
were no entangling thickets, no prickly thorns, where would 
the farmer procure lences, so oloscly wattled, or so strongly 
armed f? how could he guard the scene of his labours, or 
secure his vegetable wealth and from the docks herds? those 
roving plunderers, which accede to no treaty, but that of 
forcible restraint; submit* to no Jaws, but those of the 
coercive kind. 

Most people are fond of the Purslane’s fleshy leaves, and 
the Broco'.i: the Potato's mealy orbs, and theLentile’s suc- 
culent pods. We spare no toil, we grudge no expence, to 
have them flourish in our gardens, and served up at our ta- 
bles.— Bur there are innumerable herbs, which pass under 
the contemptible character ot weeds; and yet are altoge- 
ther desirable to many classes of creatures, as these culi- 
nary gifts to mankind. Who shall be at the pains to plant, 
to water, to cultivate, such despicable productions r man 
would . athor extirpate, than propogate, these incumbrances 
of his acres. Therefore providence vouchsafes to be their 
.gardener. Providence has wrought on their seeds into 
such a lightness ot substance, that they are carried abroad 
with the undulations of the air. Or, if too heavy to be' 
wafted by the breeze, they are fastened to wings of down, 
which facilitate their flight. Or else, are inclosed in a 
springy ease; which, forcibly bursting, shoots and spreads 
them on every side. — By some such means, the reproducing 
^principal is disseminated ; the universal granary is tilled 


* Ifai, vii. 19 * . 

+ Southing to tiTispurpofe Is hinted in the prophecy of IlVuh, there (hall not co«ic 
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and the universal board furnished. The buzzing insect, 
and the creeping wo rm, have each his bill ot fare. Each 
enjoys a never-failing treat, equivalent to our finest venison, 
or to the “ fat of kidneys of wlvat* 

As* the seeds of some plants are most ar.full^ scattered 
abroad, when ripe ; the seeds of others are most (artfully 
guarded, till they come to matin ,»y ; and, in b"th contri- 
vances, every species is not barelv preserved, hut iti a man- 
ner eternized. — Some are lodged in the center of a large 
pulp ; which is, at once, their defence, and their nourish- 
ment. This v.e find exemplified in the tasteful apple, and 
the juicy pear. — Some, besides the surrounding pulp, are 
inclosed in a thick shell, hard and impenetrable as stone. — 
We cannot’ pluck and eat one of* those downy Peaches, or 
incrimsoned Nectarines, which so beautifully emboss the 
wall, without finding a proof of this precaution. — Cast 
your eye upon the Walnuts, which stud the branches of 
that spreading tree. Before these are gathered, the in- 
crease of the cold, and the emptiness of the gardens, will 
sharpen the appetite of the birds. To secure the fine ker- 
nel from the depredations of their busy assailing bills, it is 
fortified with a strong inclosure of wood, and with the ad- 
dition of a disgustful bitter rind. 

If grass was as scarce as the Guernsey-Lily ; or as diffi- 
cultly raised as the delicate Tuberose ; how certainly, and 
how speedily, must many millions of quadrupeds perish 
with famine ! Since all the cattle . owe their chief subsis- 
tence to this vegetable, by a singular bc. i fiecnce in the 
divine (economy, it waiteth not, like the corn-field and the 
garden bed, for the annual labours of man *. When once 
sown, though ever so frequently cropped, it revives with 
the returning spring, and flourishes in a kind of perennial 
verdure. It covers our meadows ; diffuses itself over our 
plains ; springs up in every glade of the finest ; and spreads 
a side-board in the most scquesticd nook. 


* The fat of kidney* of "wheat, Duet. 14. a fentenos, ritefe wifcfe clegantfc, 

C,;ich as vfooM have {hem* ifi Pinffar, or been admired by Longinus. 

f Mic* v. p 



DIALOGUES 


* 6 . 


Since the nutriment of vegetables themselves, lies hid un- 
der tile soil, or floats up and down in the air: beneath, ti.c-y' 
plunge their root 1 - \ into the groun \ , and disperse every way 
'their fibrous suc'.vrs, to explore ti._ latent, mid attract the 
psoner ndu-ish m ft ; above, they expand a multitude of 
leaves t, which, like so many open mnu. ,s. much the rains 
as thev fall; imbibe the dews as the, dim’ and transmit 
them through thetr nice onuce-, ,-j t.ic of toe plant, 

<or the lob of the lnt:t. 

I have touched upon the ‘..-.sensible creation ; and point- 
ed out the care of a con >e», ending providence, exercised 
over these lowest formations of nature. — Theanim.J world, 
Theron, fall.-, to yo.ir sharx It is yours, to descant upon 
those lep’.u r orders ot existence: yours, to shew us the 
goodness of GOi), exle..dmg its indulgent regards to them, 
their welfare, and all their interests — And how pleasing a 
speculation nun it.be, to consider the universal parent, 
spreading the wings oS his benevolence, wide as tile arches 
of heaven, mer the immense household of his creatures! 
cherishing ;;i* rite tamil.es of earth, and :yr and skies, ay 
tended.',' as oflieiously, as the hen * cheri.'nes her infant 
brood, when she opens to them her warm bosom, and co- 
vers them with her so!t vital down. 

'liter, The subject is in good hands. Let part the se- 
cond be of the same strain with part the first, and there 
will be no occasion ft) wis.t tur a new speaker. .As to my- 
self 1 have very little inclination to talk. ih.n i have an 
ear open and attentive to your discourse. 

As/). You ] ul me in mind o! hue philosopher, who pre- 
sumed to read a lecture on the ait o 1 war, in the presence 
-of Hannibal. La his impertinence was voluntary, mine 
is constrained. — Since you injoin me this oihee, let us pass 
from the vegetab.e, to the animal worl 1. Here we shall 
• not find any tribe, nor any individual neglected. The su- 


+ t lob veiy b^ajttfiilly rrf?^ to thdetvr* ionics of fortility, my ro*t Tt\i; 

fpreatl out by th* wute:*, anU tk chw Uy «Ui night upon n:, UmdUi. job u,/, 

♦ Tfart franito r.c t'...! imago, to which the PUImift alluJcs, Pi'il. c< lv. 9. Th.» is tin 
-> prets ^ bi^h ouv SAVSOi < ^ utdi-- Mmu, f]< A*id ksok*- 
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.pcrior classes want no demonstration of their excellent ac- 
complishments. At the first glimpse, they challenge our 
approbation ; they command our applause. Even the 
more ignoble forms of animated existence, are most wisely 
circumstanced, and mo c t liberally accommodated. 

They generate in that particular season, which is sure to 
supply them with a stock of provision, sufficient both for 
themselves, and their increasing iamiiies. — The birds fay 
their eggs, and hatch their young, when mvriads of new- 
born, tender insects swarm on every side. So that the ca- 
terers, whether they be the male or female parents, need 
only to alight on the ground, or make a little excursion in- 
to the air; and they meet with a feast ready drest, and all 
at free cost, for the clamant mouths at hom \— If the sheep 
are an exception to this rule, it is because they are consign- 
ed over to the maintenance and protection of man.— Be- 
cause, they arc tame and will admit, are valuable and will 
recompense, his assiduous attendance. He therefore, when 
they yean, fills their cribs with fodder ; and this fills their 
udders with milk. The lambs, hardened by the cold, be- 
come vigorous, and lively : and, when their milky diet fails, 
they find a profusion of nutrimcntal herbage on the soil. 

Their love to their offspring, while they continue in a 
helpless state, is invincibly strong. Whereas, the very mo- 
ment they are able to shift for themselves ; when the paren- 
tal affection would be attended with much solicitude, and 
productive of bo advantage; it vanishes, as though it hajtl 
never existed. — The hen, while marching at the head of 
her little brood, would fly in the eyes of a mastiff, or even 
encounter a lion, in their defence. Yet, within a few 
weeks, this inexpressible tenderness turns to indifference. 
She abandons her chickens to the wide world, and not so 
much as knows them any more. 

If the GOD of Israel inspired Bezalecl and Aholiah with. * 
wisdom, and understanding, and knowledge in all manner 
•f workmanship t : the GOD of nature has instructed, hak, 
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furnished with skill and caution, the wild inhabitants of the 
bough. — The skill, with which they erect their houses, and 
adjust their apartments, is inimitable. The caution with 
which they secrete their abodes from the searching eye, or 
intruding foot, is admirable. No general, though fruitful 
in expedients, could plan a more artful concealment. No 
architect, with his rule and line, could build so commodious 
a lodgement. — Give the most celebrated artificer the same 
materials, which these weak and unexperienced creatures 
use. Let a Jones, or a De moivre, have only some rude 
straws or ugly sticks ; a few bits of dirt, or scraps of hair j 
a sorry lock of wool, or a coarse sprig of moss ; and what 
works, fair with delicacy, or fit for service, could thev 
produce ? 

We extol the commander, who knows how to take ad- 
vantage of the ground. Who can make the sun and wind 
'fight for him, as welLas his troops. And, by every inci- 
dent, embarrasses the forces of the enemy, but expedites 
the action, and facilitates the success of his own. Does 
not this praise belong to our feathery leaders ? who pitch 
their tent, (or ifyoupleas6) fix their pensile camp, sometimes 
on those lofty, sometimes on those projecting branches ; 
that wave in the upper regions of the air, or dance over the 
eddies of the stream. By which judicious disposition, t'ne 
vfrnal gales rock their cradle, and the murmuring waters 
liill their young. liile both these circumstances, so a 1- 
vantageous to themselves, •terriiv the shepherd, and keen 
flic scho®l-boy. at a trembling distance. — Some hide their 
little houshold from view, amidst the shelter of int uiglod. 
furze. Others remove it from reach, in the center of a 
thorny thicket. By one stratagem or another, they ;< -- 
nerallv as secure and unmolested, in their feeble iv.k;i vi i c , 
as the foxes, which intrench themselves dee; \ie '-wt'i; 
or as the conics, which make their houses in '!■ r f 

If the swan has large sweeping wbnp, m V -• • nme. 
stock ©f feathers, to spread over her cal' aw iuw. . :i" 

B v. 
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wren makes up bv contrivance, what is deficient in her 
bulk. — Small as she is, she intends * to bring forth, and 
will be obliged to nurse up, a very numerous issue. There- 
fore, with the correctest judgment she designs, and with in- 
defatigable assiduity finishes, a nest proper for her purpose. 
It is a neat Rotund ; lengthened into an oval ; bottomed 
and vaulted with a regular concave. To preserve it from 
rain, it has several coatings of moss. To defend it from 
cold, it has but one window and only a single door ; or 
rather, the window and the door are the same. To render 
it both elegant and comfortable, it has carpets and bang- 
ings of the finest softest down. — By the help of tins curi- 
ous mansion, our little ladv becomes tiie mother of multi- 
tudes. The vivifying heat of her body is. during the time 
of incubation, exceedingly augmented. Her house is like 
an oven, and greatly assists in hatching hor young. Which 
no sooner burst the shell than thev find themselves screen- 
ed from the annovance of the vcntb'r; and mod agreea- 
bly reposed, amidst the ornaments or a palace, and the 
warmth of a Ifagnio. 

Perhaps, we have been accustomed to look upon the in- 
sects, as so many rude scraps of creation, and to rank them 
amongst the refuse of things. WhereaS, if we examine 
them, without prejudice, and with a little attention, 
they will appear some of the most fmw-hed pieces of divine 
workmanship. 

Many of them are decked with a profusion of finery. * — 
Their eyes are an assemblage j- of microscopes : whose me- 
chanism is inconceivably nice ; whose polish it exquisitely 
delicate ; and whose whole foi.n is touched into the high- 


* Afpaf’o vu rpti ^ fo fay, intends-*- Art v ur u a 1 mo ft tempted to think* from 
thtf prgjp.-n ut tort -wh,. n ihr little oc^turc w.jW' 'not lb'* h«<*l tc;dly fet d«wn* and counictV 
tiic i c <1. pud rnnr m trd her iVbcrne, As Uu liir kul d< liberated wilh lictlclf- F 
*• }>»-»' ■ .u j.r»lc but near a h-ue. I am to pr*duec a fcoule 

<* f i , i 1 M ISnt how {hall I have % unmli Ids .*rr lnpuly, what nature has dc« 

w lulikient to hatch thectnbrios, orclicnlh the infauis - 

4 ’1 he common fly, »ur in ft ante. Who las many natural enemies; and, by a certain 
pctuh. l familiarity, q \ malapert officio ninth, created to 1km it*! f many in«re. Whenever 
rhe has a f.wv lor it. fhe will take a Uua by h;s hesrd , and makes no templets fet her 
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est perfection. Their cloathing lias all the variety and lus- 
tre of colours. It is set with an arrangemant of pearl, of 
diamonds, .and gold. It is bordered with fringes, or lined 
with furs, richer far than silks and velvets. In short ; their 
■cloathing is not to be equalled, as to delicacy and splend- 
our, even by the most brilliant court : no, not amidst all its 
blaze of gems, and pomp of dress. 

Their wings are the finest expansions imaginable. Cam- 
bric is mere car.va=s, and lawn is coarse as sack-cloth, com- 
pared with those inimitable webs. The cases, which in- 
close their wings, glitter with the most glossy varnhsh ; are 
scooped into ornamental fluting*;; are studded with radiant 
spots; or pinked with elegant holes. — Not any among them 
but are cquiped with weapons, or endued with dexterity, 
which qualify them to seize their prey, or escape their foe ; 
tOfdispatch the business of their respective sration, and en- 
joy’ the pleasures of their particular conditior. 

Now I am in a talking humour, give me leave to cele- 
brate the endowments, and assert the honors of my ptmv 
clients. Yet, not so much to support thetr credit, as to 
magnify their all-gracious CREATOR. — What ? ii the 
elephant is distinguished by a huge proboscis? his meanest 
relations of the reptile line, are furnished with curious 
antennae*; remarkable, if not for their enorm >us magni- 
tude, yet for their jeadv flexibility, and acu'e sensation. — 
By which they explore their way, even in Lite • h'm.c-t road: 
they- discover and avoid, whatever might defile their neat 
apparel, or endanger their lender lives. 

Every one ad owes that majestic creature the horse ; bn 
graceful head, and amnio chest ; lies arching neck, and 
flowing mane; his cleanly turned limbs, and finely a. dint- 
ed motions. With Un impetuous bound, he flogs himoetf 


* A»tcnnjc, nre'bolc very ftauVr wliiclt, Ktiimklit** horns or hrWrq S'”""’ b» 

the head intctls Suv>> .*s l'->nc rc.itoi.lihs t'oiijwntui.:. f->i a i.*u ol a.tpti, 

lo defed thr ev.s svhcu fn.iangucS ; or ^ of towsi to wi r « them svl oi 

lull ted. Othcif. luauolc, Hint ru.a-io a 1 .-. :>wr,l, a* a blind or Jon f'.V»"f 'Jp* ‘d'-. *'H 
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over the ditch ; and with a rapid career, pours himself* 
through the plain. With unwearied application, he carries 
his rider from one end of the country to another and with 
undaunted bravery, rushes into the fiercest rage, and amidst 
the thickest havock of the battle. — Yet the ant, in propor- 
tion to its size, is equally nimble ; equally strong; and will 
climb precipices, which the most courageous courser dares 
not attempt to scale. — If the snail is slower in her motions, 
she is under no necessity of treading back the ground, 
which she has passed. Because, her house is a part of her 
traveling equipage. So that whenever she goes abroad, she 
js still under her own roof; and wherever she straggles, is 
is always at home. 

Let none suppose that being charged with weight ot her 
apartment, she toils under an oppressive burthen. No ; 
the all-wise projector of this portable mansion, has giuen 
it two very singular advantages ; an extraordinary solidity, 
and an uncommon lightness- By means of the former, the 
inhabitant dwells in security. By means ot the latter, the 
the habitation is transferred with ease.— Were her eyes sunk 
as low. as the body which she trails along the ground, they 
would yield but little service, and be exposed to continual 
danger, Both these evils are prevented by an expedient, 
which none but a GOD, who is wonderful in counsil, could 
have devised ; and which none but a GOD, who is infinite 
in benignity, would have divised for suth a reptile. As the 
the fly has her microscopes the.sr.ail lias her telescopes. .Her 
eves fixed on the extremity of four delicate shaped tubes f. 
Surpassing, as to curious contrivance and wonderful agency, 
far surpassing, all the instruments in the Optician’s shop, 
and every artificial rarity in Sloane’s collection. — These 
tubes, terminated with their living glasses, the dextrous ma* 


* Pom* h'mfclf— this 5* Jeremiah’s beaut. ful and cxjrtf&ve pfcrale, .Ch&p. viu. & 
VVhu.ii ha« been ambitious to imitate; 

p — — * — — Rmntqut tjfuji Careen* 

— Stfe tjfudcre Quadriga* 

4 You arc not to itnagitt*, that tbofe projections, -which are commonly nailed the Snails 
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nager lengthen or contracts, at her pleasure j straitens like 
an arrow, or bends like an osier. These she sheaths in her 
head, when she as no occasion to use them, nor any incli- 
nation to look about her. Or else, elevates them to a con- 
siderable height ; turns them in any direction ; and applies 
them to any object.— How excellent is thy loving-kindness, 
O GOD r how rich thy munificence ! And both vouchsafed 
(most amutble condescension !) even to a crawling insect l 
surely then the children of men may reasonably, may confi- 
dently put their trust under the shadow, of thy wings *. 

But see ! The Eagle stretches her pinions, and demands 
our notice. The Eagle is priveleged with pinions, that out- 
strip the wind. Elevated on which, she looks down on all 
that soars ; and sees flying clouds, and straining wings, far 
below. Iler optic nerve so strong, that it meets and sus- 
tains the dazzling beams of noon ; her wide surveying glance 
so keen, that, front, the most towering heights, it discerns the 
smallest lish, which sculks at the very bottom of the river*. 
The mole, it is true, is none of your sprightly or exalted 
geniuses; but an humble hardy drudge. The mole, I am 
sensible, is no favourite with mankind ; but despised and per- 
secuted, as au abominable outcast. Yet even this poor out- 
cast, in her groveling and gloomy state, is far from being 
disregarded by divine providence. Because she is to dig a 
cell in the earth, and dwell, as it were, in a perpetual dun- 
geon, her paws serve her for a pick-axe and spade. Her 
eye, or rather her visual speck, is sunk deep into a socket, 
that it may suffer no injury from her rugged situation: it 
requires but a very scanty communication of light, that she 
may have no reason to complain of her darkling abode. I 
called her subteranean habitation a dungeon ; and some 
people, perhaps^ may think it a grave. But I revoke the 
expression. /It yields her all the safety of a foitified castle, 
and all the flelight of a decorated grot. 

Even the spider, though abhorred by mankind, is evi- 
dently the care of all-sustaining heaven. She is to live up- 
on plunder ; to support herself, by trepaning the idle, in?* 
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significant, sauntering fly. Suitably to such an occupation, 
she possesses a bag of glutinous moisture. From this she 
spins a clammy thread, and weaves it into a tenacious net. 
Expert as any practiced sportsman, she always spreads it in 
the most opportune places. Sensible lhat her appearance 
would create horror, and deter, the prey from approaching 
her snare, when watching for sport, she retires from sight. 
But constantly keep within distance, so as to receive the 
very first intelligence of what passes in the toils ; and be. 
ready to launch, without a moment’s delay, upon the strug- 
gling captive. And what is very observable, when win- 
ter chills the earth, and no more infects ramble amidst the 
air, foreseeing that her iabour would be vain, she disconti- 
nues her work, and abandons her stand. 

I must by nomeans forget the little monarchy, which inha- 
bitsthe hive. The bees are to subsist, not as a lawless bandit- 
ti, but as a regular community. It is theirs to earn a de- 
cent livelihood by honest industry; not to glut themselves 
with carnage, or enrich themselves by rapine. For which 
purpose, they are actuated by an invariable inclination to 
society. They possess the truest notions of domestic oeco- 
nomy, and have enacted the wisest laws for political gover- 
ment. — Their indulgent CREATOR has made them a pre- 
sent of all necessary implements, both for constructing 
their combs, and for composing their honey. They have 
each a natural pannier, with which they bring home their 
collected sweet." : and they form (or themselves the most, 
commodious storehouses, in which they deposit their deli- 
cious wares. — Though made for peac e, they know how to 
use the sword. They can take up arms with the utmost 
resolution and intrepidity, when arms are requisite to guard 
their wealth, or repel their foes. — Without going through a 
course of botany, they can readily distinguish ..every plant;, 
which is most likely to yield the materials proper for their 
business. Without serving an apprenticeship in the labo- 
ratory, they are complete practitioners in the art of sepera- 
tion and refinement. They are aware, without borrowing 
their information from artalmanack, that the vernal gleams,^ 
and summer suns, continue but for a season. Mindful of- 
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this admonition f, they improve to the utmost every shining 
feour ; and lay up a stock of balmy treasures, sufficient to sup- 
ply the whole state till the blossoms open afresh, and their 
flowery harvest returns. 

Let the peacock boast, if he pleases, his elegant topknot 
and lofty mien ; his neck adorned with varying dyes, and 
his train bespangled with a round of stars. — Yet let him 
know, that the despised butterfly, and even the loathed 
caterpillar, are as sumptuously arrayed as himself. Their 
gems sparkle with as high a lustre, their robes glow with 
as great a profusion of colours. Nay ; all their ornaments 
have, in point of elegance and delicacy, just the same supe- 
riority to his, as the plmeton engraved on a connoisseur’s 
ring j, as to the phaeton carved in a statuary’s shop. 

Does beauty sit in state on that lordly bird ? she shines in 
miniature on the vulgar infect. Is the master of this low- 
er creation, ennobled with the powers of reason ? [Tie 
meanest classes of sensitive existence, are endued with the 
faculty of instinct. Which gives them a sagacirv, that is 
neither derived !rom observation, nor waits for the finishings 
of experience : which, without a tutor, teaches them all 
necessary skill : and enables them, without a pattern, to 
perform every needful operation. And, what is tar more 
surprising, never misleads them, either into erroneous prin- 
ciples, or pernicious practices: never fails them, in the nic- 
est or most arduous of their undertakings <J;. 


.Can you have patience. to follow me, it 1 step into a dif- 
ferent element, and just visit the watery world ? — Not one 
among the innumerable myriads, which swim the boundless 
ocean, but is watched over by that exalted eye, whose 
smiles irradiate the heaven of heavens. Not one, but is 
supported by thatfumighty hand, which crowns Angels and 
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Archangels with glory. — The condescending COD, has 
not only created, but beautified them. He has given the 
most exact proportion to their shape, and the gayest colours 
to their apparel ; a. polished smoothness to their scales, and 
a remarkable sleekness to their skin. The eyes of some 
are surrounded with a scarlet circle ; the back of others is 
diversified with crimson stains. View them, when they 
glance along the stream, or while they are fresh from their 
native brine ; and the burnished silver is not more bright, 
the radiant rainbow is scarce more glowing, then their vi- 
vid, glistering, glossy hues. 

Yet, notwithstanding the finery of their apparel, we are 
under painful apprehensions for their welfare. — IIovv can 
the poor creatures live, amidst the suffocating waters r — as 
they have neither hands, nor feet nor wings, how can they 
transact their affairs, or how escape their enemies ? — we 
arc soon freed from our fears by observing, that they all pos- 
sess the beneficial, as well as ornamental furniture of fins. 
These, when expanded, like masts above, and ballast below, 
poise their floating bodies, and keep them steadily upright. 
We observe, with farther satislaction, the flexible play, and 
vigorous activity of their tails. With which they turn 
short ; spring forwards ; and shoot themselves through the 
paths of the sea, more swiftly than sails and oars can waft 
the roval yatch. — But we are lost in wonder, at the exqui- 
site contrivance, and delicate formation of their gills. By 
which they are accommodated, even in that dense medium,, 
with the power of breathing, and the benefits of respiration. 
A piece of mechanism this, indulged to the meanest of the 
fry ; yet surpassing, infinitely surpassing, in the fineness of 
its structure, and the facility of its operation, whatever is 
curious in the works of art, or commodious in the palaces 
of princes. , 

Thor. Some persons, Aspasio, have the art <\f giving dig- 
nity to trivial, and spirit to jejune topics. I cannot but 
listen, with a pleased attention, to your discourse; though 
it descends to the lowest scenes, and meanest productions 
ot nature. — To make such philosophical remarks, was usual- 
ly my province ; to add the religions improvement, yours. 
But my thoughts, at present, wholly taken up with the coir- 
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si deration of my SAVIOUR’S righteousness. ; I can hard- 
ly tarn my views, or divert my speech, to any other sub- 
ject. All those amiable appearances of the external or 
tion, which 1 1 was wont to contemplate with rapture, afford 
but a languid entertainment to mv mind. — Till my interest 
in this divine REDEEMER is ascertained, the spring nmy 
bloom ; the summer shine; and autumn swell with fruits: 
but it will be’wintcr, chcarless, gloomy, desolate winter in 
my soul. 

Asp. You sav, '/heron, you attended to mv cursory hinK 
Then, your own superior discernment could not but per- 
ceive, bow every part of the exterior world is adjusted, in 
the most excellent and gracious manner. — Not the count st 
piece of inactive matter, but bears the impress oi its MA- 
KER’S fashioning skill. Not a single creature, however 
insignificant, but' exhibits evident demonstr itions of his 
providential canj, His hand is liberal, profusely liberal, to 
all that breaths, and all that has a being. 

Let me only ask — and to introduce this question, with 
the greater propriety ; to give it a more fonihle energy on 
on our minds ; was the principal design of the preceding 
remarks — let me ask ; tloes COD take care for oxen * ? is 
he a generous benefactor to the meanest animals, to the 
lowest reptiles ? are his munificent regards extended farther 
jtill, and vouchsafed even to the most abject worthless ve- 
getables’? and shall they be with-held from poit, mv dear 
friend, or from me? — not one among all the numberless 
productions, which tread the ground, or stand rooted to tin; 
soil, wants any convenience, that is proper for its respec- 
tive state. And will his heavenly FATHER deny l heron, 
what is so 'necessary to his present comfort, and his fned 
happiness ? impopftle f ! 


* r Cor- ix, 9 

■f* I know not how to foibcar ivai.M rihi.i.' a para .jraph, from one of our rer'.otliraJ pa- 
pers } which contains a propofal tor j»«Ur>tiTi£ nrtuial philosophy to the oprtiK ef cbil- 
.fcirtn. Mixing, at the bu:c time, that the in ^rnious author vowld rUrgc hi* fkrrcfe into 
sTritafcm*; an$ execute ihe pian, wlu*.h be ha* *o judicially puy./uJ, ?nd ci -Ah^ch fc* 
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7%<rf. r wish for, but I can hardly hope to paftakeof, 
that spiritual blessing ! which always included isiy whole 
happiness, and now ingrosses my whole concern. ■ *' - 
Asp. Not hone to partake of ! — What pretence, what 
shadow of foundation, has this despending temper^ either 
in reason, or in scripture ? is it not evident trom the whole 
book of revelation ? is it not apparent, through the whole 
Compass of nature ? that the Almighty LORD, “ who gcf- 
“ verneth the world with the palm of his hand *,’* is remote, 
infinitely remote, from a niggardly disposition. He not on- 
ly provideth for the wants but even satisficth the desire of ever if 
living thing f . 

Consider those stately poppies, which are now the princi- 
pal ornament oi the garden. They have no tongue to re- 
quest the least favour. Yet the evergraciotts MAKER, 
clothes them from his own wardrobe, and decks them with 
exquisite beauty. — Observe the young ravens, which sit 
carelesly croakin g on yonder boughs. Do they cry t for food ? 
it is m hoarse unarticulate accents. Yet the all-supporting 
GOD, hears meaning in their noise ; and supplies their 
every need, from his own spontaneous bounty. — If he ac- 
commodates the former, though incapable of asking j 
if he attends to the latter, though insensible of their bene- 
factor ; can he disregard our pressing wants ? will he re- 
ject our earnest petitions ? especially, when we seek such 
puie and exalted gifts, as it is both his delight and his honor to 
bestow. 

O ! My friend, look abroad into universal nature, and 
look away every disquieting thought. . 1 

7 her. Did you inquire what pretence I have for this 
desponding temper! Alas ! I have move than a pretence. 

I have a reason. A reason too obvious ; s my great unwor- 
thiness ! ■. ; ' ' 

Asp. Pray where was the worthiness of the stifl-necked ‘ 
Israelites ? yet the LORD bare them, and carried them , all 
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the dam of old *— where was * e CT ^ orth, " es ®^ f _ S ' lS ** 
blasphemer ? Yet the blessed JLSUS made h»m a 
v^,«ndset him as a signet or jh^r.ght^an^YQU de- 
sert nothing- at the hand of GOD our SAVIGUR. And 
what did Joseph's brethren deserve from the viceroy ot 
of'Eo-ypt ? yet he delivered them from famine, who sold 
him to slavery . He settled them in the ehoieest tern ories, 
who cast him Into the horrible pit. lie she ^ cd t J‘ * 
friend and a father to those unnatural relation, ; who were 
his actual betrayers, and his intentional murcleitm^And 
can vou persuade yourself, will you harxmra P » 
that CHRIST is less compassionate than Joseph . shall a 
frail mortal out-vie IM MAN Uhl# in bene.icence r 

Ther. Is not some righteousness of our own indispensa- 
bly required, in order to our participation of the righteous- 

UCS y!sp[ Yes^uch a righteousness as Zaccheus the publican, 
or the Phillippiatviailor possessed- Zaccheus was a man 
of infamous character, and chief among the. eytortioncrs. 
'The jailor was a barbarous persecutor, ano m purpose a self- 
murderer. Yet our LORD says to the. former; this day 
without enjoining any course of previous w para ion , n 
very day, will I abide at thy house. And bun* e\en to 
such a scandalous f dwelling, impart even i to > its i pro >ga - f 

owner, my great salvation.: St. 1 au c‘ ’ 

without insisting upon any antecedent duty or mfonna ion 
to believe on the LORD JESUS. And assures the 001 
simrer, trembling on the very brink of desp^u, , 

doing, he shall be saved. ~ , v 

« Thus, might he have added, was I myself saved. Not 

“ while . I was exercising righteousness; not whei 
“ obtained' righteousness ; but in the very of my 

“ ungodliness asd cruelty. While I was breath 1 g 
“ threatenings ind slaughter, against the discipks of my 
“ LORD ; nay, when I was drawing mgn to Damascus, 

• Ifai* lxii, 9. 

+ Sc«a,lou..-f. J ,h e ..i 8 tb.ur, 
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“ and upon the point of executing the most diabolical de- 
st dgns’\ 

Arc not these remarkable cases, so many acts and prece- 
dents of the court of heaven ? were they not recorded for 
oi: >■ observation, imitation, and comfort ? — if so, nothing is 
required, in order to our participation of CHRIST and his 
benefits, but only that wc receive them. Receive them, 
as the freest of gifts, or as matter of mere grace, vouchsaf- 
ed to the most unworthy. 

Thtr. Is it not necessary, that we have, at least, a con- 
viction of our need of these benefits, and a sense of their 
unspeakable worth ? 

Asp. Not as the condition of our enjoying them. Not 
as giving us a warrant to claim or posses them. The pro- 
per business of such convictions is only to act as slimula- 
tives; exciting us, earnestly to covet, gladly to receive, the 
unspeakably needful gifts. — Come; only come; is our 
MASSER’s language. Without staying to acquire any 
goodly -qualities, is his meaning. — Our REDEEMER and 
iiis benerits, are like a free port. You enter, without pay- 
ing any duty. And though the plague, the plague of guilt 
be in your vessel, you need not stay to perform quarantine ; 
r.o, nor delay a single moment. 

T/irr. Surely, to come without any holiness, without any 
deev t preparative, must be a gross indignity to the divine 
JESUS. Whoever presents a petition to any earthly sove- 
reign, will think it absolutely necessary, not to appear in a 
•sloven!* 1 deshabille, much less in filthy raiment. Does •not 
o.i r LORD himself in the parable of the wedding-garment, 
inculcate this very point, and caution us against a presump- 
tuous approach ? 

Asp. In this parable, CHRIST is fsoth the bridegroom, 
the feast, and the wedding-garment And who are in- 
vited to an unipn with this bridegroom *,tO be guests at 
this feast? to be arrayed with this wedding-garment? — the 
messengers are sent, not to the mansion-houses of the rich, 
oi the palaces of the mighty ; but to the highways arid 


* Mif* u*ii, t u Haw Ntftiscfl JuftUis CHfUSTl, Bcncsi, Ta Ice. 



DIALOGUES 


hedges. Where misery ; mourns ; and poverty pines; and 
baseness bides her head. — To ivhom is their message addres- 
sed ? not to the amiable or accomplished. But to the poor, 
the maimed the halt the blind f . Persons who have no re* 
commending endowments, hut every lothesome and disgust- 
jkl property. Yet these (mark the passage, my friends 
mark well the cncourageing circumstance) these are not 
only allowed, but intreaied — importuned — and, by all the 
arts ot persuasion, by every weighty or winning motive, com * 
pelted to come in. After all this, surely, it cannot be an act 
of presumption to accept, but must be a breach of duty to 
refuse the invitatation. 

Ther. You take no notice of the man, who was- found 
without a vyedding-garment. Which is by far the most 
alarming incident, and that which gives me no small uneasi- 
ness. 

Asp. And does my Thcron take proper noticej of the di- 
vine declaration? I have prepared my dinner says the Kino 
eternal. All things are ready J “ whatever is neccssaty for 
“ thejustification, the holiness, the complete salvation of 
‘ f sinners, is provided in the merit and the grace of my 

SON. Let them come therefore, as to a nupt : al ban- 
“ quet; and freely enjoy my munificence ; and feast their 
“ souls with the royal provision.” 

The man without a wedding-garment, denotes the spe- 
cious superficial professor; who is calledby CIIRIST’s name 
but has never put on CHRIST JESTS by faith.- — Shall I 
-•tell you more plainly, whom this character represents; yon 
yourself, my dear Theron, was, some months ago, in the 
state of this unhappy creature. When you trusted in your 
self, andthoughthighly of your own, thought meanly of your 
SAVIOUR’S righteousness. — If your former mistakes made 
'you fesemblyium, like a partner or a brother ; take heed,, 
lest your present objections rank you in the number of his' 
neighbour or cousins. 

Let us Phita’e a better example, imitate the returning^ 
prod i ; r al He came, with no recommendation* either 
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(tress, of person, or of character. None but his nakedness, 
his misery, and an acknowledgment of vileness, which had 
every aggravating, not one extenuating circumstance. . Yef 1 
he was received — received with indulgence — received with* 
caresses — and, without staying to provide any hafidsome 
apparel of his own, was ('loathed with that best robe, the 
rwie of a SAVIOUR’s righteousness. 

Let us accustom ourselves to consider this incomparable 
robe, udder its proper evangelical character. It is not a 
matte* bf bargain, nor the subject ot sale, but a gift, the 
gift of righteousness, says the apostle. And gifts, we all 
agree, are not to be purchased, but received. — That we 
may not unaccountably neglect, what we so perfectly know, 
the parable you mention, is a strong, standing, seasonable 
admonition. It teaches us another kind of fear, than that 
which has alarmed your mind. It teaches us to fear, lest, 
by not accepting this sacred gift, we incur the divine dis- 
pleasure. 

Thcr. How, Aspasio ! Can this be the sense of the pas- 
sage? 

Asp. The guests, you know, consisted of poor outcasts. 
'They were collected from the high-ways and hedges. Now 
we cannot suppose, that people in such circumstances, from 
such a situation, and coming at a minute’s warning, should 
be able to furnish themselves with a dress, suitable to the 
grand occasion. Wc must therefore suppose, (which is ve- 
ry conformable to the eastern customs) that the king had 
ordered his servants, to accommodaje each guest from the - 
roval wardrobe. That each might have this additional to- 
ken oi his sovereign’s favour ; and all might be arrayed in 
a manner, becoming the magnificence of the solemnity.-r- 
Thc unhappy person, who was bound, hand and foot, and 
cast into outer darkness , had, no doubt, an off^of the nup- 
tial suit. But he refused, either, to receive it, or. to wear it? 
and rudely made his appearance in his own garments.^ 
Which, however they might comport with his private stati- 
on, or answer is personal conveniencies, were infinitely- too 
•mean for his illustrious ceremony. — The king, resenting 
such a behaviour, as an, insult on hjs Majesty, and a con- 
tempt of his bounty, most justly coudemued the negligent' 
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and disdainful wretch, to a severe punishment, A punish- 
ment, you will observe, not for the commission of former 
iniquities, but for the refusal of present grace. , 

7hffr > ,< The refusal of present grace !” Is this the only 
crime, with which you can suppose him or me chatgeable ? 

Asp. Not the only, but it is the most provoking, and thf 
most destructive crime. 

77/cir,’ Is 'nothing then, nothing to he done on our part ? > 

Asp. You are an admirer of nature, Theron. Read your 
favourite book, or hear your favourite author. 

Nature is chriftian, preaches to mankind* 

And bids dead matter aid us in our creed. 

Titer. Explain yourself, Aspasio. I should be glad to 
find in the volume of nature, any thing adapted to remove 
tny distress, and encourage my hopes. 

Asp. Wheirthe ALMIGHTY made man, and placed 
him in this habitable world, did he say ? “ here is a dwell- 
“ place, furnish yourself with accommodations. Here are 
“ materials; let your own skill form the trees, the fruits, 
“ the grain.” — Or did he say ? “ here they are, ready form- 
“ ed to your hand ; only do something, in order to qualify 
“ yourselves for them, or entitle yourselves to them.” — 
No j his language was ; " they are fully prepared. You 
“ are welcome to make use of them all. They are my 
“ free giit. to my needy creatures”. 

' • In like manner, when, he sent his SON into the world, 
to make the atonement for sin, and to work the justifying 
righteousness, he said jiot to fallen man ; “ do your part in 
“ this grand business. At least make yourself, in some de- 
“ gree, meet tor these benefits.” — No;' but he spoke, or 
“ rather now.speaks in the gospel, to this effect. The work 
“ is all done ; with a perfection that is absolute, and ad- 
“ mits of no addition. The- benefits are, not to distinguish 
** merit, but to recover the ruined. Therefore, as ruined, 
“ undeserving, guilty creatures, you are welcome to apply 
“ and enjoy them all”. 

Iker. What ! Is not heavenly-mindedness to be exercis- 
ed? no victory o ret our lusts gainednd fruits of sanctificati- 
on produced? 
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Asp. These legal apprehensions! How closely they 
tleave to my Theron’s mind ! But I hope, the word ofGob 
which pierceth to the dividing asunder the soul apd spirit* 
Will give the severing blow. — And what says that sacred 
Word ? it describes the gospel, as a will or testament * aftd 
aU its glorious blessings, as legacies bequeathed by the dying 
JESUS. — When your old acquai ntance Charictes left you 
a handsome legacy ; what did you do, to establish your fi £ 
tie and make it your own ? 

Ther. My title was pre-established, by my friend’s do- 
nation* I had nothing to do, but to claim, to accept, and 
to possess. 

Asp. Do the very same, in the present case. CHRIST, 
having merited pardon, and obtained eternal redemption, 
made his last will, and recorded it in the new testament. 
There he disposes of those unsearchable riches. And who 
are his Legatees r not the holy or the heavenly minded but 
sinners, lost sinners of mankind. Under this character, 
you are to claim, accept, and possess the great 1 ESTA- 
TOR’s beneficence. — Sure you cannot suppose, that 
CHRIS T’S kindness is less sincere, or that CHR IST’s dona- 
tions are less valid, than those of an earthly defunct. 

Ther. 'This illustration hardly reaches the point. I speak 
not of doing any thing, under the notice of merit, but of 
Qualification. That which may not entitle us to CHRIST, 
but only prepare our way to him. 

Asp. Ily such notions, instead of preparing your way to 
CHRIST, you fill it with stumbling-blocks, precipices, and 
deep pits. — as to qualification, if thyre be any such thing, 
it is our extreme indigence ; and this, I presume, you are" 
j,ot without. Other qualification, neither reason prescribes; 
nor scripture requires. 


* ix* i TUaouliua notary runs rhroiiab the {sript*fa«, but 
Hpu. uous ’evoi u* ihtir title page — W*at are ihey called 7 THE OLI> and THE HEW 
1 ESTAMEU r. Wlut is a left anient t* aa authentic deed, m which aftatai are trmmit* 
'ici.. a»d levies lu *thcr telU menu. Umt earthly pofltilion j* in this, tho 

keenly paf.hiiowy, tveavil (be rifchsa ofgrae*;* a#d th« everlaftinf inharjtsiwse of glory* 
iji.d vfc ronfidcr ifu.- IrrtptwrM mild* light, a w**ld be a woft <ftf«gittg invitation, to 
tv.uth thuu wu*ial£du**y anti ploddr*. Whrt child U wining to continue ignorant Of a 
deacafed parent’s isift will *n& tclUmenl ? who doa# not covet to kmw what honors 
hereditaments, :nd weanli devolve :^hi enjoyment, by l»ch so mtereibng and vencirfMs 
£,ct*»r cydu#e ? 
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Reason prescribes no oilier.' — The gifts of the eternal SO- 
VEREIGN are intended, not to recognize our imaginary 
worth, but to aggrandize our ideas of his immense liberali- 
ty. They are intended to shew foith the exceeding riches' 
of his goodness ; which pardons and saves, not only without 
merit, but against demerit. To answer such a design, the 
unworthy and the sinners arc duly qualhied ; nav, are the 
only qualified persons. 

Scripture requires no other. — The ever- merciful SAVI- 
OUR says not; tlxv arc unqualified for my sal; at!, si. 
They have no valuable or noble acquirement;. Put this 
is his tender complaint ; they will not com? to n c, just > 
they are ; wkh all their sins about them ; with :Ai >hcir voAk 
upon them ; that they man have /i/e - . 

Pray, take notice ot this text ; and veu wd! w t’d^rs 
placed in a new light. You will bcimM CllVIV.T u,; Vr a 
new character, and !iis beoefm, r.uvvd hi a nmv or ; *rv 
Sanctification, heVvcmy-ndiuIcdncs and a \ ict ?ry ow‘;*eur 
Justs are not tlx qualities which he require:*, bui ,:;c bles- 


sings which he conier*. Not what we br.uq t , him, as 
troductor\ conditions; but what we rocciu* from him, 
the fruit ol ins sulheringsi' a\ul the ckect of his ; y w, 
Ther. 4< The unworthy and shineis, the c ;[>; K r (j^l 
Of this expression 1 cannot but take panm;, ; r e tic 
Then Jutias should stand in the first ran!: <u quauli *■{ >■ 
sons! while the devout centurion, \v!:*«se p r;sr> ai !t 


in- 


ns 

< » i 


came up as a memorial heioiv (*014, riiuit tu.-udv un- 
qualified for the favor of hrivni. 

Asp. If} On observed mv exprc.>;aon, I spoke in fue hy- 
pothetical manner fa A.Itfdc a Mippodtion, rather ihaii 
vanecd an assertion. A there be any qualification, tuis is 
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the only one. But strictly speaking, th«re is no such thing. 
The impulsive or inclining caused all GOD’s goodness; ex- 
ercised, is — from the creature ? no ; but from himself, him-, 
self alone. He has mercy, not because this or that person 
is amiable, is meet, or qualified, but because he will have 
mercy. — -As for our need of mercy and reconciliation, aris- 
ing from a state of sinfulness, this can no more constitute ti 
real qualification for the blessings, than an act of rebellion 
can qualify for the first honors of the state. 

But this we must allow ; that such need, such misery, 
such sinfulness, illustrate the freeness, and manifest the 
riches of grace. This also we should never forget, that 
GOD'S first and leading purpose, in all his favourable dis- 
pensations to fallen mart, is, to demonstrate the sovereignty, 
and display the glory of his grace. — The LORD, promising 
a very extraordinary deliverance to Israel ; promising all the 
1»1 essings of the new covenant, says ; not lor your sakes, be 
it known unto you, do I this * signal a^t of kindness, — For 
ye have disobeyed me in your own land, and dishonored 
me among the Heathen.- — What then is the inducement ? 
wc find it in the following declaration ; I, even I am II F, 
that blottcth cut your trangressions for my own sake f. Be- 
cause, I am unspeakably kind. Because, I delight in loving- 
kindness, and have pleasure in the salvation of sinners. — 
What is the end of all ? it is for the praise of the glory of 
race *. A proper motto tor all the displays of divine 
benevolence to sinful creatures., T. specially, for the gift, or 
a perfect and everlasting righ.eousm.ss. Which is, to 
man the blessing of blessings ; Vnd to GOD the glory ol 
globes. ' 

Tin This is a gift indeed ! — To be interested in all the 
merits of CHRIS 1 ! To have his immaculate righteousness 
imputed to my soul ! — So that from hence, torth there shall 
be n » fear of condemnation, but a comfortable enjoyment 
of freest love, and a delightful expectation of completest 
glory \ 
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Asp. Admirably spoken ! Of all these blessings Christ’s 
righteousness is truly meritorious, and certainly productive. 
And why should you not by receiving the latter, enjoy the 
former? why should diffidence, like a malignant spectre, 
haunt your thoughts ; thwart your paths ; and hold back or 
unnerve your hand ? 

If this rich donation, surpass your very thoughts, and fill 
you with grateful astonishment ; it is so much the better 
adapted to exemplify, what the scripture very emphatically 
styles, the abundant, the superabundant, the exceeding 
abundant * grace of our GOD. — GOD is a boundless ocean 
oflove ; ever ilowing, yet absolutely inexhaustible. See ! 
What an innumerable variety of benefits, are transmitted 
from yonder sun, to gladden all the regions of nature ! Yet 
the sun is but a spark ; its highest splendor, no more than 
a shade ; its uninterrupted and most profuse communica- 
tions of light, a poor diminutive scantling-, compared with 
the riches of divine benignity. 

The servant in the parable, who owed ten thousand ta-s 
lents j', craved only some merciful forbearance. Whereas, 
his generous lord remitted the whole sum, and gave him an 
acquittance in full j I forgave thee all that deht%. — You won 
der, and very deservedly, at such vast generosity. But, 
what had been vour admiration, if vou had seen the noble 
master admitting this obnoxious slave, to a shaie in hisdi;:- 
mty ? what, it he had made so worthless a wretch, the child 
of his family, and the heir of his estate ? this, you are ready 
'to say, would exceed the h runds of credibility. Yet GOD 
Almighty’s stupendous Jhrncficence exceeds all this. Fie 
not only spares guilty /features, but makes them his children 
makes them inheri^irs ot his kingdom j and, as an intro- 


* * i C©r, ix, i.j. 

+ If theie were fa-ents of gold, th« fum would nnanont to feventy-tw ) millions he i- 
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duction to all, or rather as the crown of all, makes them par • 
takers * of his son. 

Titer. The gift is inestimable ; of more value than all 
worlds. It. will render me blessed and happy, now and for 
ever. » 

Asp. Then it is perfectly agreeable to the glorious gospel 
of the blessed GOD. Hear, what the first writer in the 
Christian church says, upon this charming subject. — “The 
“ gospel comprehends, a dicharge from punishment; a rc- 
“ mission of sins ; the gift of righteousness; the endow- 
“ merit of sanctification ; redemption from every evil ; the 
<c adoption of sons ; the inheritance of heaven, and a most 
“ endeared, a conjugal relation to the infinitely majestic 
“ SON of GOD. Ail these divinely precious privileges 
“ preached, presented, vouchsafed, to the foolish, to the dis- 
“ obedient, to enemies.” 

'l tier. May such unworthy persons look for blessings, so 
supera tiveiy excellent? 

As]>. Unworthy i — My dear friend dwell no longer on 
that absolute topic. Remember the poor ragged creatures 
that sat shivering and starved underthe hedges. Were they 
worthy to receive an invitation, they worthy to be allowed 
admission, to a magnificent court and a royal banquet? 

Assure \ourseli, the greatest unworthiness is no objection 
in GOUt's account. Since he never looks at any thing nmia- 
bu. in inc createie, that may engage him to shew mercy ; 
nor yet at any tiling abominable in the creature, that may 
witi.-iiold him horn shewing energy. Not for your sake, but 
U>r etp o\ n sake, is his invariable, u.^crec. 

V* ish r tgard to worthiness, this is much disavowed bv 
t; ic gospel, as eaiuvuau* geivratio?! is Exploded by the (no 
dein philosophy. The gospel being a gracious provision 1 ,, 


* The ancients 'msgintd, thatm: y vegetal Jrs amlinjcfts v r ere producer! hy t I know 
nr. t v-b«i\ pl.itu power in the miii iiwi eirirtnit*. 'i hi.s isealled ryutv'cul generation. 

- \*. r, 4 :cis,ij c fhiloiopbers r.iaM.tam, that c\cty mdividaal pi this kino, derives 

A* * c'li.g !ipiu i'jtne } arnm-vc^iuibl'* or f art^Mpiinah Tln&is iiylccl tiwquhocaf gensrati#*. 
'1 re Its h'er o.ui i or r, t ow mii\ trlally re jc$fd 4 as n rational, chiau.riL.il, and to tfo firfl- 

iCrti, hl ■’ 

f }h-b. iu. *4. 
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ui'idc, by the supreme royal prerogative, for the relief of the 
'ruined, and the salvation of tire ungodly. 

Nay ; this notion of yours is diametrically contrary 
to the gospel, and totally subversive of the covenant of 
grace. 

7 her. In what respect ? 

Arp. Because it would make our own duty and obedi- 
ence the terips. Whereas, the terms were CHRIST'S suf- 
fering, and CHRISTY obedience. These arc hinges on 
which that great transaction turns, and on which the hope 
.of the world hangs/ 

They. Be more particular, Aspasio. 

A f p. 1 he covenant was made with Adam, for himscK 
and for us. Breaking it, he lost his original righteousness, 
and became subject to death. Became at once a bankrupt 
and a rebel. In this guilt, in this misery, we and all his 
posterity shared — Now you cannot suppose, that the al- 
mighty MAJESTY would enter into a fresh covenant, with 
an insolvent and attainted creature. It pleased, therefore, 
the SECOND PERSON of the adorable TRINITY, to 
undertake our cause ; to become our surety ; and put him- 
self in our stead. With him the second covenant was made. 
He was charged with die performance of the conditions^ 
thereby to obtain pardon and righteousness, grace and glo- 
ry, tor all his people. I have made a covenant , says the 
LORD JEHOVAH, not with fallen Adam, or any of his 
-•guilty race, but with imj CHOSEN ONE*. And the 
terms were (you will permit me to repeat the momentous 
truth) not your worthiness or mine, but the incarnation, the 
obedience, the de;yjf of CODY ever-blessed SON. 

Titer. II;; s mtsrt then no office assigned, no part to act, 
in the covenant of grace ? 

Asp. He has : but it is a part, which my friend seems 
very loth to discharge. His part is to accept the blessings, 
•fully purchased by the S WIOUR, and freely presented to 
the sinner. His part is not to dishonor the REDEEMER'S 


* pfaU lxxxix. x It is generally allowed, that this pfaltn, In its fuhliraeft ieule, 
feiaMe to CtiKXSi : and Us ltd* extent. rtfexaiaie ot'U tin*. » CHRIST, 
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gracious interposition, and infinitely sufficient performance, 
by pretending to any merit ot his own. His part (why 
will you constrain me to reiterate in this manner ?) is not 
to bring money in this hand, with the ten brethren j but, 
with an empty hand, and like an impoverished Lazarus, to 
take hold of GOD's covenant f. 

7 her. If this be the nature of the new covenant, I must 
confess, that I have hitherto been ignorant of it, and of the 
gospel. 

Asp. And from hence arises your present distress. To 
this, not to your unworthiness, but to this I ascribe your 
perplexity and anguish. — You are a philosopher, Thcron ; 
and have been accustomed to examine the proportion of 
objects, rather than to weigh them in the ba’.mce of the 
sanctuary. Here, you find such accounts of divine grace, 
and such distributions of divine favour, as break through 
and supersede all the rules of equity and proportion, main- 
tained among men. This quite overthrows your conclusi- 
ons, drawn tram the Illness of things. — Overthrows, did I 
say ? let me correct myself. Is it not fit, that we should, 
however unworthy in ourselves, magnify the grace of our 
GOO? 

Then. Most certainly. 

Asp. How can this be done, but bv expecting great and 
superlatively precious blessings from his hand ? — Alexander, 
you know, had a famous, but indigent philosopher, in his 
court. Our adept in science, was once particularly straiten- 
ed in his circumstances. To whoip should he apply, but 
to his patron, the conqueror of tht> .woi!d r his request was 
no sooner made, than granted. Ale&cnder gave him a com- 
mission, to receive of his treasure whate^r lie wanted. He 
immediately demands, in his sovereign’s llamas ten thousand 
pounds. — The treasurer, surprised at so large a demand, re- 
fuses to comply : but waits upon the king, and represents 
the affair. Adding withal, how unreasonable he thought 
the petition, and how exhorbitant the sum. — Alexander 
heard him with patience. Hut, as soon as he had ended 


-* Ifcl. ’v». 4. 
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bis remonstrance, replied ; “ let the money be instantly 
** paid. I am delighted with this philosopher's way of 
“ thinking. lie has done me a singular honor. By the 
u largeness of his request, he shews the high idea he has 
**> conceived, both of my superior wealth, and my royal 
“ munificence”. 

Thus, my dear Theron, let us honor, what the inspired 
penman styles, the marvelous loving- Lindness of JEHOVAH. 
From the king, tv hose name is the LOAD of hosts, let us 
expect — I say not, what corresponds with our low models 
ot generosity-— I say not, what we suppose proportioned to 
our iansif-d deserts — but what is suitable to the unknown 
magnificence <-! his uame, and the unbounded benevolence 
of his 1 icarl Let us expect such divinely rich blessings, as 
surpas? id! created power, and all human apprehension. — 
Then we shell no longer he a 'raid, assuredly to trust that 
gracious declaration, J ESI S CHRIST is made of GOD 
teutons icisdom, a'nd righteousness, and sanctification , and re- 
demption. JESi Li CHRIST hath given himself for us, 
and docs give him.,e!f to us; together with all Use blessings 
of his pure!) ise, from the pardon ot our daily infirmities, 
even to eternal life in g! ay. 

Titer. Ye:; ; upon condh.on, that we fight the good fight, 
and finhh our course ot ch ty. lia.r, fori, says the apostle ; 
after this is done, there is laid up for me, and ror other vic- 
torious soldiers, tor other lailhtui labourers, a crown oj righ- 
teousness. 

” Asp. But is it vouch' d, on account of their successful 
warfare, or p 'rsev“'..e.g ^'ncdience r il so, fracl map count 
themselves, an . i au 7 , vi* /Vi/ vwit Hand , not the REDEEMERS 
interposition, hetk *.•>'. d me* . 

Not to repeat what ha* already been alledged, in oppo- 
sition to this opinion- —nut* to produce %vhat might be urged, 
. from a variety ot scriptural testimonies — I shall only desire 
you to observe; what the Apostle hinvseU adds in this very 
place. There is laid u;) for me a crown of righteousness . 
but lathis the pay, proportionate or owing to his own grr- 


* Jud£» vr. 
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vices ? is ir what he claim? an - ] demands, on the foot of chi-* 
ty performed ? — the very titleof the reward implies the con- 
trary, It is a crou'n of rightccitsiioT, because purrhased bv 
the meritorious and consummate righteousness of CHRISI". 
— The actionof the judge decknc.s the contrary : which (hr 
LOUD , the rieji/coiicjuiigc, < ha !! giic me at that day. It is, 
you see, a gift an act of favour; the issue of unmerited 
bounty: what neither samt, nor matt) i, nor apostle enjoys, 
but only by vyay of gracious donation*. 

You have been complaining of your guilt. "Why will 
you increase and aggravate it ? why will you add robbciy 
to all your other transgressions. 

7 her. Robbetv ! 

jts/>. Yes, 7 heron, lly all ini' bail d \ - 1 to fr't < he 
CH1UST and 1 iit> lxncM , you *jc .It, * 1 ^ini* 
robbing him of the blight- t, < . >’!,«> wo: t, r honor 
of— his lice grace — Ills : li iimc Vs n.iihl ", incom- 
preliensible, beaten], b. ■ • ty. 

Ther. Ah 1 My Aui'sio 1 hi i n't '• * >>tv mv state 
You cannot i mccive i. go It J v , b\ n < ne, aehdJ 
of wrath. | l.avo been, tiy pi,.*', • *i - \ •! ip. \V1 at 
is worse 1 1 , pi still ecu rup* ; haves' la on . ‘ '< u 1, — \ nrl 
has not tush a ttitU ii h ileitfci all i.tie iiu < i ,:.i lavour : 
11..V, does not ..a, h a tvietch deserve thcvengeaiv e of eternal 
liie? 

A:p. That vre nl' derive this mi-eir. A certain bevond 
di .ude. 1 -nn glad, that v.e are m u ,b!e ot our hoirihh* 
vik*ne''. Now wv arc to believe, fb* t ihe LORD JKSl'S 
has satisfied divine justice ; has pr /l . ii iuimeineb glorious 
piice, on nutpbsc to obtain fur such damnable wretches, 


'I *m i P. 


or * er.e jf in lie m ‘ 1 i ft t tit ti/n fhcion (peaks t i f * 

MiiUiuc ct. —Cot t.e cc, vsleti <>no* aliin»c«i n d ftnbboru and mu rumonions tbin^. 

t pay to defcicm ; Lt» wealth , jt.idNrrtt.uUy i i* e »f ^rdiidri i i nili i tan ii hefooth- 
<tl rite jt'atnmt ' of Ita.im p. And find, that a inott unat. countable pit <* 

prif tv irj ’ni-wormmcH, tt to tglv the new 1} iWukenrd ttuncr. Hr is perpetually 

i n M ,u in >«s,{onrulc<lonilicvt ju # t ! prifonalmnu ,»4>twnHldndin^.'»ll nui rcrtiouftr^n- 
ies to unui Jii ieari, oml move Ins jciloui c*. Jt is mdetd a hdid uik, of a mind, na- 
tu/jiy ltavriW with l pude, < owe nak&J s» d wimble to CHRIS] -to UOtm, 

„ h ai of < vrr> ir* tmt*r e**datio« but that of extreme v> ieu hcdnrfs j and rc«eiv« f 
tl f *{ v r, ictivt^ ♦ , , rh** t.cc nciie* evangelical grace. 
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both for the manifestation, and all the fruits, of the divine 
good-will. According to the import of that charming scrip* 
turcj " When wc were enemies” (and what is there in an 
enemy to bespeak favour, or deserve benefits ?) We were 
“ reconciled to ( JOI) bv the death of his SON *.** 

' Yon have great guilt. — Ikit is this a reason, why you 
should be prohibited, the bles-angs of the covenant { Con- 
template tho state oftn-.t lorlorn am! wretched outcast, de- 
scribed in the sixteenth <>1 i'luekh'!. An infant in its b’ood ; 
this represents a sinner, who h nothing to excite i ive. but 
all that may provoke abhorrence. Hear what the HOLY 
ONE of Is rael says, conc'ar.mg beck a one. When I saw 
thee washed, and purified, aim m:i'Y inert for mv accept- 
ance ? No ; but when I saw thee poIYr, d in ; hy bloor I f ; 
loatliesome with defilement, and In v; on with iniquitw Then, 
even then I said unto thee, “ live * I Korea ! my skirt over 
" thee ; and thou be earnest mine.” Can \ou thin h of anv 
reason, why sufh a sordid object should be cheiished and 
caressed, but merrv alone ; mere mercy, properly so called? 
Yet this is the m. inner of CiOD’s proceeding, not barely 
with one jaeople, but with sinners of every denomination ; 
not in one period of time only, but through a II ages and all 
generations. 

You are si ill corrupt , — What then ! Does this hinder vou 
from being relieved by^ the SAVlOUU’s nghteoiisiuLs? 
does it not rather prove you to be one of those, whom he 
came to seek and to save ? — You area governor of ti.e coun- 
ty-hospital, Theron. You have been industrious in promo- 
ting, and tr<- active in sut porting, that exccdlent institution ; 
where medicine with her healing stores, and religion with 
her heavenly hopes, act as joint hand-maids to chariiv. 

Ee 


* Rom. *. 10 , 


f Tit# words are pcculiatly emj: hatical j not only doubled, but doubled. To denote., 
the ftranpenefs of the fa6, ^cttr.o ^‘ftiir.ty of the favour. When l pjflKi h** : 1 .„•*? 
will thee polluted in th.ncown bloods t fed iinio dice when tliou waft m dty bUu«l’ 
iUt iyii f l laid unto thee when th^U i^iRt in thy Mood, ine. Kick, xvi* 6, 
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What are circumstances, which render any persons the pro- 
per object.', for an admission into t our infirmary ? 

The*. Their poverty and their distemper. Without po- 
verty, they would not need ; and free from distemper 
they would not prize, the benefit of our modern Beth- 
seda. 

Asp. Apply thiis to the case under consideration. The 
whole world is in a state of spiritual disorder. CHRIST 
is styled, by the inspired writer, the LOUD our healer*. 
The gift of his righteousness, the bairn o! his blood, and the 
influences of his spirit, are the sovereign restorative. Ami*, 
sure it cannot be a fanciful persuasion or our health, but the 
real misery of our disease, wi.ieli renders us proper ub;, us 
of his recovering grace. — ;/<• came, u„f >o call the ri^i-tejus, 
hut sinners j*. To give them rejient.ir.ee, and newness of 
hie 5 which he efiects, by giving himselt to them, as their 
whole salv atiun. 

7 'her. But, if any foolish and refractory patients have 
abused our benefice, ce ; it is a standing unabeianle rule of 
the house, nevtr to admit them a second time ; however 
pressing their exigences, or however pow. rial their recoin- 
niender. I have, not once only, but thiough tin: whole 
cjnrse of my life, abused the marvelous kvi: „ -kindness of 

me LORD. 

And is not the LORD superior to all his creatures, 

1 ; t ct- (A par. on, as well as of power ? \es ; as tho..e iiea- 
'•ui. are higher, than tiiis prostrate earth ; so mucli more 
■;idar„. w ami extensive is the divine clement/-- than Me 
w>desr sphere oi human kmdnes.^ shall i say r Kmh'er than 
the botuCst .lights of human mug. nation. 

O 


* Jl xml xv. *i6« 1 

1 f Uc ' :U ‘’ w ,.iWuf, bjtjt-ntr* 'o rtfiinu*.'!. M-tc. ix* ij. Many perfoni, 

1 iiftwiit lo iwlpc. l. r.ii. dixti U»c mew iui£ ut th.s iw c, and turn tn* i reel y flowuitf* 

le ,CH! Os tkc £Ori[jel, 11,10 the ilgMUilt 1C*J« icn,C*.ifco{ tllCldiW. 

? jk v ru-non, «mr LO K l: % t to icpt-nUncc, u ltkca fchor-l-ii’Allf r catfiiig the 

their like a i.oufno.&tfi C 4 .umj fits ictvtuts totheii v. orlt.‘ , it is 

1 r r ' /,i/f 1 r he ■■'ttvcrnor oi '{>t, call.isg U u Di«Liocii, t^ch to receive a £urto£ apparel* 

».l to pit 1. ? e €>1- hu hp.jp-ta^Jc b«n.qu(.L 

t HJ. l\ as 4 uAV i (H’H, it. tre When, ihnefore, he t^Us t<* 

i .' id'.iu i , i.js jh, a a to dtmajud, hut to btlLow ; »ot to e:ijom, bulip 

!W a c: i ui h tiiejpoitic, i» giver epriitenU*' Ails v. 31* '"S' 1,1 
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Sincv A'b/n fVti, no mortal uninspir’d, 

Il 'sevci vi;t conceiv'd, or ever ihall, ' 

: ' ■ How Li r.d h GOD ♦. 

\ our statutes arc inexorable, in case of one notorious ir- 
regularity committed. But the free gift of a REDEEM* 
ER’s rightcou ,r. 'ss is vouchsafed, notwithstanding many of- 
fence unto jusliJica f ion f . R i- the g.orv of our .VI mighty 
RULER, and redounds to ti.e iionor of his crucified SON, 
to pass over J not a single transgression only, hut a multi- 
tude oi ptov.c.p-ms ; to be altogether as unequalled in 
mercy, as HE is absolut'dr supreme in majesty. 

As it is the 'VovrVf />//.', V, to entertain ><i ;h n /dons of our 
own accomplish’!'. imt or to expert eternal file on the score 
of our own obedience ; so it will be the greatest affront to 
the grandeur of CHE PT’s merits, and the freeness of his 
grace, it we suppose w.r crimes too heinous to be forgiven, 
or our persons too v:i.* to be accepted. 

Then. 1 have onen thought; if I was as Imp and righte* 
ous, as some ;vr,.i , :s, whom I know ; ii 1 had such dotnini- 
on over my e e i ! alSect :•>•}:;, ana brought lorlh snen fruits of 
righteosuneoS, as I have observed in borne Christians ; I could 
then confidently believe. 

AsjK Then \oo would lay vour own ho;!. a ^ ;;od rlghie** 
outness, as a foundation lor your iaith ; not r-e dvdendy 
render mercies, and the vn dnvahly sure prrod.v; of \'\o 
-LORI). In this case, \ >u wo dd act like ■ *. 1 nr .on, ,yp.o 
purposes to dig his materials irorn a cloud or sruo.ve, nut. 
from the stones of the quarry. ' * 


Besides ; this method woof 

I not only mAo 

e.ry, but 

con* 

tradict the design c/t CHRIS i' 

\s coming. Ht 

4 came to 

.v.vc 

sinners, and to jmiib the tinge 

; i 1 v . Accor ii; 

to yr <p 

: no- 

tioni he must come to ...we ihc 

■ rig itc <u-u and 
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godly. IK: must be a >4iv: less 
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the healthy s and hU blood must cleanse, not t! 

ac clpi.jviwt 
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tfcje pure. 
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Whatever my friend may have ‘bought, I will not scruple 
to affirm ; that, if he was indeed a righteous and godly per* 
6on, the LORD JESUS, as a SAVIOUR, would have 
nothing to do with him. But, being a sinful and tmgodlv 
man, 1 will venture to add, what the people said to blind 
Bartnnens; Be of §ood comfort, he collet h thee. C allgth 
thee, that thou mayst be justified, sanctified, saved. , There- 
1 re, tome boldly to IIIM, tely cheadully on him, that you 
mav obtain this great mercy, and share this rich grace. 

Theron paused. — Fhcsv tondderatiomsecincd to opuate : 
this anodyne tt» tike effect. — D <. r <'U3 to improve the fa- 
viji Me juncture, and input mote sltong consolati m, 
A > is o adds d. 

How oiten d'd the inhabitants of Jerusalem thsiegard the 
v nnings and leject the counsels ol our bit’s sed LORI) ! 
IIow justlv might IILhave ‘worn in his vviath ; “ They 
“ d all nevei bear ti e jovfui sound of my gospel more. 'J he 
“ blc> sings, wl i h t]ie\ have wantonly despised, and so 
“ wickedly abu* d, shall be irrevocably withchawn.” — In- 
stead of passing such a scntcuce, this is the eh trgt, which, 
alter his resurrection, be giv»»s to his Apo, lies: “ Let rc- 

pei trtiiec and rembsu n of sins bo pic ached, in my name, 
“ to all inf ms, beginning at Jerusalem At Jerusalem 
“ LORD 1 line rot the men of that ungrate tul and barba- 
“ i on 5 c 1 1} leciciaf to thy tenderest importunities ? Did 
“ tl • > nc t per cc'ilc thee i nlo condcunrilton and death ? 
“ hn lutt'ici weapons, still recking, as it were, v/iththy. 
‘ 1 . i , an 1 their tongues still shooting out arrows, even 
“ L.t a word > r P, which they would murder thy charac- 
“ tc r. a. they I a. - already c . ur liied liiv person.”- -Yet these 
wuti hes (and could any be m.ne n human ? Could ahybe 
moie unworthy ? are not only eb'e^icd, but unto them is 
the message of grace, and the word ol salvation sent. (Nay, 
to shew the unpu . l.eJcJ he.i.ess oi our REDEEMER’S 
grace, these at- first upon the heavenly li*t. The glad ti» 
<hng r of pardon uiid life*, which ate to l>e published through 
the w' ttd, nuut Ir.giu (amazing tuercy l) must begin ftf 
JvTU.ckm 


* t,u’.« X\l\. \ 1 - 
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7 her. Thus much 1 may venture to prdfess own 
behalf* that I lone; for this blessing— I' bles- 
singTS-tot I cannot see my title, to this comprehensive and 
inestinakblcshlessing, dear. 

behold it perfectly clear. Nob because you long 
for it; 'But because CHRIST and his righteousness are 
granted * unto you, in the sure irrevocable record of the 
gospel. 

Tlur Can you mention a passage, in which these preci- 
ous blessings are granted ? 

Jsp. Easily and readily. If any trail thirst let. him come 
ttn to me and drink . — Some days ago, a worthy clergyman, 
who lately came to settle in the neighbourhood, did him- 
seli the honor of making one at your table. After dinner, 
you shewed him your library ; we took a walk in your gar- 
den ; and made the agreeable tour of the fishponds.— 
Then — with that auiiable frankness of mien and accent, 
which is so peculiar to my friend, and endears all his fa- 
vours. — You told him ; “ that he was as welcome to any 
“ book in your study, as il the whole collection was his 
“ own. That if, on a visit from some acquaintance of su- 
“ perior rank, lie should wish to be accommodated with a 
“ more deli :ate entertainment than usual; the productions 
** of your waters, and of your hot-beds, were intirely at his 
“ service. And that his acceptance of your offers, with-. 
u out the least shyness or reserve, would be the most plea~- 
<f ir.g compliment, he could pay you on the occasion”. 


* By this; gtaot* we have a title to CHRIST ; yes, lays Mr. Eoftcn, by virtue of this 
givtu, ** CHMlSi h ours, even before we believe. Not that we have a laving mtereft in 

** him* it ibne of grace : but that we have a common intern in him, and the c ora* 

“* matt ; which fallen Angels have not So that it is lawful and warrantable for 

us, not ^$hem, to take poUHlbrn of CHRIST and hisialvation.” — Se Mr Boston's 
upon it book, entitled the marrow of modern, dnnntty. 

A book, ikiigned to guard equally agaiuil antinomianlicentjoiifncfs, and legal bondage. 
*1 he ti) mights arc juft and linking; trie arguments lolid and convincing, the diftion is la- 
minar, y^w^picuousi and the dofctrmc ex ceetli ugly comfortable becauie truly evan^vV 
think, a imikr-p are of candid and judicious critics Irm In which 

the of the logician, lifts, ditlirigm(hc6,andadjufts the rich furniture of the 

A iv me.— | may veutme to say, th thif little tieatife poms as much light upon 
the gdipef of CUR AS T; and, together s^ith the notes, affords as many important 

divinity, as any book atnafiic whatever. 
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Ther. Why do you leave the sacred text ? why desist 
from opening the treasures of scripture ; only to gild a pot- 
sherd, and make earth and ashes vain 5 

At}). Not to make Theron vain, but to make him asham- 
ed of his distrust. In the man n r of doing this, I follow 
the example of my unerring MASIER. He deduces his 
argument for faith in the everlasting FATHER, from the 
Sensations which earthly paients feel towards their children, 
tie apeak, even to the experience of bad men, and to the 
yearnings of their o:ai bowels, fora vindication and di.play 
of the divine com; a c s on. // ? e then , bans, ad, know ho a 
to give good g?ftt ttn'o vvir child? tn, ho,o much won thud 
your heavenly FATHER give good things, to than that 
ash him f ? But we seturn to the applicati y\ oi out 
text. 

Thus said my fiiend. And what says the PROPRIE- 
TOR of all good ? — If ami man, howcvei unworthy 1m per- 
son, or obnoxious hischaiat tt 1 , thirst — 1 bust foi something 
to make him truly happy. — Saving, with th rn of old tiirm 
et who will shew us any good <■” — Let him c nno unto ME, 
the fountain of living wate's, and not oi Iv t’>te,orsip, but 
drink his fill. — Though he has hit i> 'fob "n shewing to him- 
.elt broken cist> rns, and labomi g i >. t’ it, eh.vh satisfit th 
not. Nay , though he has irequenten the pol.utcd stieam 
and not o.dv beguiled himself wiin va v, l,ut defiled my- 
seli with t uqu.ty. Vet let him rt turn, to me, and he sh id 
neither elk 1 1 with a icpu>>(, nor lad In. wishes moxlul. 
lie shall ob.ain substantial sa adaption, even the iotgwe- 
iic*->s of his s the true light on ia ss, and c uilaslmg life 1 
Since then tin invitat on is *o ab.olute y bee, what have you 
to do, but, w ithnut truj-.e >r doubtful t to drifik ? To 
receive the pionnse ai }our poition, and to look upon the 
blessings as your ov n ? 

r l hat clergyman ha* no* the least suspicion of bchig dis- 
appointed, in case he should send lor a brace of carp from 


t JjfdUtt. Vti. 11, 


t Nr*' r f lefi i -"1 t*f r * lAft )ff* t c; 
iwtk Ids lisa a Uv t , c.»i the 


l>e meant W the drAih 
r\ ioul. 
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your canal, or a fine melon from your garden,— Why is he 
so confident? because lie has done you any signal service ? 
No! But because \ ou have' p,.ssed your word, and made 
the generous offer.- -An i wle, sit. old you harbour the least 
doubt concerning the divine veracity? Why should von 
call in question jour n ’\i n> thftsc heavenly treason's^ 
Since it is found.' 1 >n a .>,■ mt„ ah 'gether «o //■<:■, altogether 
as clear, as vnur i v, m p f g'-nt i mce^-upp ; and infinitely 
more firm , ’h in \ pm -n m /ig.-mi ut. Foci VO on the fide- 
lity oft. at soldi in ni,i\v» nil «“ re.i. mhetj ins covenant 
“ and promise to .1 t i u,an i gmioruti <n-.” 

7 her. It is 'inpos.ibie to 1 onluie, vet difficult to believe, 
wint you mge. 

Wi1.1t l nr »<*, it not the vice o*' 1 f"v dubious pas- 
sage nncly cn he . nom the booh. i * <>'()]). .r forcibly 
wi.M.d by thi iinu'preui.ion 01 mm. "L.e who.: tenourof 
in.piratmn runs, unh the groan -. p -rspie'ii! v, and greatest 
iinhornni), in this cjchghtt.il st i-'.—lcl nm, out of a mul- 
titude, produce another express rom tuc cent of neaven. 
lie ! Eien / ouj t/rr-u, /it, route ve !o the router, even he that 
hath no /,10,/rif. ( onto tr, ■ 1 tin ! r, <t ; yea ? route buy reine 

tnui mill , a it 1 , out mom ./ and 'vt/iou? /trice *. — tf> me ami milk, 
signify the j . 1 m. wt.on ol our peisons; 01. r . au.'ilicntion 
thereby: ;m 1 t! 1 hone ol etw.nal glory. ’« h. e t.tv nou- 
riffting and i.fiv.bing t > the sool, mill. the the ri-'he.t of 
looJs, an 1 nine t ! 1 * hint u! cordials, are to the b >dy. — 
These, you sv ■, are t > i.e rie 1 e.t a'id cupped, ivitiio/it 
money, and .* v ”t /»d,e. Wi 1. .Jt any .neiii ot *• ir own ; 
without anv 1 i a iledue 'l luun our., elves j by p> > ’,un lone 
perishing bun’.: opts. — Haw art* t.u's .ree tor every one. 
No exception is made. jSo evi.n- '«* elm e .1 1 led. It is 
not 9aid,<any one tint is worthy ; lut every on ■, iliusteth. — 
and this is mentioned, not as a q.iahnention enlUiedjbut as 
connecting the invitation with those circumstances'}', which 
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must make it irmre eminently grariou®, and more nnrticular* 
ly in t<ifesth)ij{.‘*"T o leave no room f.»r an mbgi\ ing appie-* 
hcnsiom, the kind invitation is repeated , buy and eatj buy 
tuine and milk. The invaluable vet fne t.n 1 *\ if* Confirmee! 
again a i d again } lik that hath no monty ; without money; 
Without mice. And both are prcs.ul upon u» with a very 
remarkable .ardour, with the most a.ieUunate vehemence; 
come ye » tome ye ; yea, cone. 

Had our heavenly BENEFACTOR permitted us to 
draw up this instrument of conveyance, and word it sto a I- 
ing to our own wish , what language could we have c >n- 
trivedjto rcndcreither the grant more lice, or our claim mole 
sc<uie. J •** 

'Mur. The .e ate chcarnig truths ; and as a cogent, as 
(hearing. They amount to link less than a lemonstration. 
Mcdnnks, him leady to profess, in the language of A"ri/- 
pa i almost thud pcr*uadt.t c, to tiust and not to be 
afiaid. 

Asp. If I haw almost persuaded, my COD will alfc* 
sether persuade. This is the w >rk of bi_> blessed SP1RI 1 . 
which he accomplishes, by such giacious word®, and such 
encouiaging woids, as those wo have been quoting — And 
can you distrust the sinceiity of the divine overtures ? It 
Fie overtures are real, your title is unquestionable. — Nay, 
ti.eie i> mere than an overture. You luve an natural gift, 
nom the Almighty MAJESTY. To us, says the prophet 
a child is born f. To us — he repeats the precious truth , 

i- jbo hi to i oo 1 forms one way, fame ano her. Theoofpcl points out the only 
\;<tycfd«n u tilt r u y, and irwiti* i to mak« nic of the hippy r\pid tnt 

k t fits tf 0 * 1 It,* hii h th lot the r i e of GOB, anti it r the bjeflinprs of tl e 

ii goij I, 1 lay* Mr Po ■> e annofui' ns th >u^h on tun ll p > nt #re accurate > on 

JiiPouc*.! heads, Jo t uly r\ an^e) < «n, ds m»£i t hr w i hed — “ l his rbuU, he adds, unpli- 
* «th a vehement, and achvr ddirc of j r rat e Doe* not iuth duexpohtion place the gftat- 
efl part of a a, yea even oftVie v ftble diun h q nte luyon 1 the com pais of this fra- 

ttous i ivitSpn ’’—-hut to our unlpcikaule comfort, the foilowin , vt rfe da idt* tin 
oo, agdinii tie reld rated comxncr utor, and in 1 ivour of theimfcidblt firmer The ihirfty 
are tnme, who ipeud their money for th it which not bread, aud then l ibour iOT thait 
s\hicli fatuhuh )0l. Which h the calf wi»h unrcdlonablc, toolifh, wukcdmeiU fhrfc 
if riefoi* ate tinted. Wheieas, they who thitft for grace, whole thuft m vehement and 
*£ttvc» t‘ ey arenot fpendmg thcr money at this unpiohtablerate. On the cbntfairy ; th*y 
r*re lalov r*ag i*r tb»t| which u lubftauuaf bread, and, of all things in the worlA* fc* 
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to declare his exuberant jov *, and denote the absolute cer- 
tainty f ot the tliinq — a son fm given. EfVeft $ODb <> > n 
SON, the ever blessed JESUS, to heonrPROPiTlA 1 i- 
ONour SURETY, our complete REDEEMER. 

Just cast a look upon yonder neat lodge. Though piaegd 
in the center of a spacious, field, it seenw to be t > it. ; ou» 
with the extremity of the vbta, which it terminate'. Thi 
eye, traveling over such a length ot ground, has almost lost 
the windows, and the detent ornaments of the f out. Rat 
I shill not soon lose the idea ot that amiable murtifieeticc ; 
winch, as L was rambling one pleasant morning, and acci- 
dentally tilled at the house, 1 learned Irom its pre-.\it 
owner. — lie was, I find, one of vour servants H .1 spent 
several years in yout family. When he settled in the wond, 
you oestowed upon him that enmmo lious b >x, and a pu t- 
ty adjacent farm, to possess, without molestation or ten- 
troul, during his hhi, — Dies he not reckon the little estate, 
by virtue ot your donation, to be his own? As much his 
mvn, for the time prescribed, as il he had paid an eemi va- 
lent in money r — Since the LORD has given us his sQjJjF, 
and all his unutterable incuts •, why sh mid we not, withal 
assurance ot faith, receive the gift, and look upon it as our 
own? Why should v\e not confide in a gift from JEHO- 
VAH ; and reckon it firmer, than the firmest deed ? lar 
more inviolable, than any royal patent? 

1 her. My servant never affronted my authority. If he 
had vilified my character, or insulted my person, should I 
then have be ;n inclined to make the same advantageous 
settlement ? 


F F 
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*uVifK»l has copied' tha prophet’s ftae matmer* He represents joy, uttc ing Jrx fenti. 
fame! panted drain, wfih the lame reiterated < arndtnefs i 
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Asp. HweiiLappears the infinite superiority of the divine 
bounty. GQf> is rich in vtiexcy, not only to the obedient 
and grateful, but to tbg unthankful and unworthy. To the 
LORD our GOD* wya ;the prophet, belong mercies and 
forgivenesses; in measure superabundant, and in continu- 
ance unwearied. And this notwithstanding we have offend- 
ed him, by our manifold failures in duty. Nay, have re- 
belled * against him, by the most flagrant violations of his 
law. 

In sweet concert with his prophetical lesson, sings th.' 
transported psalmist ; thou, LORD, in thy sacred humani- 
ty, hast ascended up on high : ascended, lrom the low ca- 
verns of the tomb, to the highest throne, in the highest hea- 
vens. Thou hast led captivity captive : hast abolished death, 
that universal tyrant ; and subdued those powers ot darkness, 
which had inslaved the whole world’ — Like a glorious* 
triumphant conqueror, thou hast also received gifts; not 
merely for thy own fryition, but to confer on others, by way 
bf honorary and enriching largess. — What are those gifts 
®4|pron* 

If her. The gifts of the gospel, I suppose : pardon of sin, 
the influences of the HOLY SPIRI T, and the various pn- 
vileges of Christianity. Wnich <-o stitute the present hap- 
piness of inan kind, and preparc'tham for future bliss. 

Asp. You rightly judge. — And for whom were those 
royal, those heavenly donatives received ? If you have an 
inclination to bestow, a finely-wrought piece of plate, or. an 
exquisitely finished picture ; what names present themselves 
to your thoughts ? What persons arc the objects of your 
choice ? The aproved friend, or distinguished favourite I 
, make no question. — But for whom (let me ask again since 
it is a point of the last importance) were those heavenly do- 
„ Natives designed ? 

. Ther. Let me recollect. — Thou receivedst gifts — not for 
fallen angels, but for men — and net for thy friends, btlLfor 
thy enemies — yea, for the rebellious also f 5 
veu 1 What a word is this ! And does it' 
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GOD of truth ? — Gifts ! Divine gifts 1 Gifts of unspeakable 
value, and eternal duration ! And these tot* he c^ferred on 
onemifcs, on the rebellious ! Wretches, Wbtf tart Restitute of 
all g^ltcious qualifications ; who deserve not the least fa- 
vour 5 but have reason to expect the frowns of indignation, 
and the sword of vengeance ! *> 

Asp. Thus it is written, in those sacred constitutions; 
which are far more stedfast and unalterable, than the law 
of the Modes and Persians. — Thus ir is spoken, by the 
mouth of that Almighty BEING ; with whom there is no 
\ ariablcness, nor the least shadow of turning.— Let us not, 
my dear friend, by unreasonable unbelief, fiustrate all these 
promises, and reject our own mercies. Let us not, by an 
evil heart of unbelief, make GOD a lyar ; and make our- 
selves, of all creatures most miseiable. 

Formerly, ’tis true, we used to consider the divinejustice, 
as an unsurmountable bar to our happiness. In such a case, 
the just GOD ami eternal misery, appeared inseparable 
ideas. But the gospel has shewed us an expedient, whereby 
it is consistent with tire glory of all the divine perfections, 
to save even the worst of men. It shews us, how thdLORD 
JEHOVAH may be infleiibhjjust, yet receive such guilty 
wretches to his mercy, his favour, his everlasting good-will. 
O! Let us not render this unexpected, and divinely rich 
grace, of none effect with regard to ourselves, bv snying 
each in his heart ; “ what signifies all this tome? Unless I 
“ can find some superior excellency in m^selt— •something, 
“* whereby the DEl'lY should distinguish me, as his ravou- 
“ rite — for which he should respect me, as more deserving 
“ than others.” 

Ther. Thanks, Asfmtio, many thanks for your admoni- 
tion, It is both kind and salutary. Methinks, it begins to 
che&r my spirit, and dissipate mv unea ly apprehensions. 

_ O! May these clouds on my mind, follow those in the ’fir- 

S FCr a considerable time, they hung abroad their 
ables, to damp the ardour, and abate the glare of 
sun has been colouring their fleecy skirts, and 
>ver the fl .ating screen a vat iety of intero ange- 
Now he beg miTo edge them with gold, and 
into Silyer. A indication, that (like the, 
guttering, but toys, which they represent) taeX, 
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v 11 soon he xy^jt trom„the horizon, and seen no more.— 
1 lie bright orh«Sfbile,We are speaking, bursts the veil ; 
and, trofta a vojutfriqous pothp of parting clouds, pours a 
flood of splendor pVer all the face ot nature.— We shall 
quickly perceive this qben Situation, too hot to consist with 
pleasure • and must bfc* obliged to seek for shelter, in the 
shady apartments of the house. 

Asp. We must. And will you admit me, Theron , into 
those shady apartments ? 

7 her. Admit you, Aspasfo ! — I am surprised at your 
question. I thought you had known me better : and am 
! orn , it should be needful to assure you, that my house is as 
nimh youts, as it is mine. The more ireely you command 
it, the more highly vou will gratifv the owner. 

Asp. May I believe my Theron ? Does he speak from his 
h nrt * Or must 1 conclude, that he plausibly professes, 
what he has no intention to perform ? — Would you be pleas- 
ed it 1 should obstinately persist in these dishonorable 
suspicions, notwithstanding all your triendly protesta- 
tions ? 

jfJhfr. My dear Vspasio, I see your design. I see, and 
am a&hamed. Ashamed to think, that I should fansy my- 
self more punctual in my professio is, than GOD is true to 
d v.ord, — LORD, I believe. Help thou mine unbelief 
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OuR friends had agiced upon a visit to Phllennr. 
Ihe rode through a fine, open, fruitful country. Which 
was covered with crops of lipencd com ; and occupied by 
several parties of rustics, gathering in the copious har- 
vest. 

The rye, white apd hoarv as it were with age, waved its 
bearded billows, and gave a dry husky rustle before the 
breeze. — The u'heaf, laden with plenty, and beautifully 
brown, hung the heavy head ; and invited, by its bending 
posture, the 1 caper’s hand. Platts of bctVley, add acreio? 
oats, stood whiteni g in the sun. Upright, and perfectly 
even, a, though the gai diner’s shears had clipped them at 
the top, they gratith d the spectator’s eye, and gladdened 
the farmer’s hi. art — beans partly clad in native green, part- 
ly transformed ami tawny with the parching rav, were pre- 
p:pin<> ihe list emi>lov for the crooked weapon. - T, Some of 
the gnin lay fiat, in regular rows., on the new-made stub- 
ble. Some w as i rected, in graceful shocks, along the brist- 
ly udges. Some, conveyed homewards on the loaded wag- 
gon, nodded over the groaning axle. ...... 

The v ill iges seemed to be empty, and all their inhabi- 
tants poured into the plai s. Here Were persons of each 
•sex, and of eyerv age -The lusty youths, stooping to thfeir 
i>lied the sickle ; or swept, with their sy tbs, the »Su - 
ir?i‘nk$.-the sprightly females followed; binding die 
|hto sheaves, or piling the swarths intoba&ty cocks, 
bsuefsed up and down were the children of the needy, 
the scattered ears* and picking their scanty harvest. 
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Nor p^opteab&pt ; but crawling into the sun, 

IKVW^WMK 7 ®wl#? tbe ^ beheld th e toils— the 
ojeastrtg ® , they, wee sustained. 

This is*wM|^®yfbLTOrio4 of the countryman’s life j 
She long expe|fed %?Wt» 6f all h.s labours. lor this, 'he 
broke tlm,$ybppm gleW, and manured the impoverished 
f6tl. For this, he boro the sultry beams of summer, and 
shrunk not from the pinching blasts of winter. For this, he 
toiled away the year, in a round of ceaseless but willing 
activity, jfenowing, that the husbandman must labour, bc- 
Istre |ho partakes of the fruits*. — And will not the blessed 
ly>pe of everlasting life , will not the bright expectation of 
jCpmsommate blis^, animate us with an equally chearful re- 
solution, both to resist the temptations, and discharge the 
dudes of our present state ? 

Short seemed the way, and quick passed the time, as they 
traveled thiough such scenes oi rural abundance, and rural 
delight. — Before they were aware, the horses stoped at 
FbUenor’s seat. Where they foiled, to their no small dis- 
appointment, that the master was gone abroad. They 
.allghtgd however and took a walk in the gardens. 

, The girdetis, at proper intervals, and in well-chosen situ- 
atipns, were iptersperseu with various pie< es of s atuary. — 
At the fyVn of a corner, you are — -not shot bed with a nak- 
ed gfedifftofy or a beastly priapus— but unevpec tedly entcr- 
tain«4ifitl) the image of Tully. H is ju-t risen fro n his 
seat, upon the, point of addressing ldms ’i to ‘-on.t im- 
portant oration, A reve»ential awe appears m his counte- 
nance $ such as^ilenfly acknowledges, that ne hi> going to 
* plead before the t tilers of the world, ihs thoughtful aspect, 
cxntuided arm, speak to the eye, before the 
urtered alyllibie. We look round for the ve- 
audience, /md are agreeably surprised, to find no- 
’ tyfmjjt b. t hedges and trees. 



fe^li^jned on either side With a verdant* 
powariety of objects to diversity Mir kuwr- 
your vtew is conducted to a 
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building at the end. As you walk ilong, 'dw|^\»j)lating 
the masterly performance in architecture, a sdd$eto‘ tuning 
d|^rt» your attention : and presents you ’wHth sdwU'smkltag 
imitation ot virtuous or heroic life.-^Nbt the Macedonian 
madman ; not Sweden's royal knight-errant ; nor Casar, in- 
famously renowned for his slaughtered millions j but the 
truly gallant Czar. A drawn sword in his hand, and a 
commanding majestic stei nness on his brow. The weapon 
is held in the most menacing posture ; and many a specta- 
tor has been observed to start-back, with apprehensions of 
fear- It is that gloriously severe attitude, in which the 
grateful citizens of Narva beheld him, and in which all 
posterity will admire him; when ho turned upon bis own 
victorious, but ungovernable troops, and threatened to 
drencn the dagger in their hearts, if they did not immedi- 
ately desist from rapine * and slaughter ; immediately al- 
low quarter to their vanquished toes. 

If here the rffiSrblc thiertens, and the hero frowns, in yon- 
der alcove the pencil has displayed a s liter scene. r lhcre, 
in a lonely rercss, «nd under the melancholy shaded of Cy- 
press, the but ve Abradates claims our pity. Failed to the 
generous warrior, and prostrate on the ground. See nis 
manly features, serene and intrepid still, though a dying 
paleness has clouded all. Closed are those sprightly eyes, 
which used to glow with courage and martial ardoui . - - 
Closed, alas 1 never to be opened more ; no, not to behold 
his amiable 1\ ,it!ua . — The amiable Panthea, kneeling on 
the earth, and bending over the corpse, has raised the life- 
less head. Ihr own droops like a lily surcharged with 
rain ; yet she has placed the lovelv burthen on her arm, and 
bathed it with her tears. See 1 with what tenderness she 
supports it, and with what fondness cherishes if. While 

Cyrus, to express a distinguished regard for the deceased 

r 

— . — ^ 

n a* the fpUJiq» were uniter of the lov/rt* f V&rva) jfaef felt feVpIugAtr, &rvd 
fives tip to the W& CfKMmous Itftbtfrttn*. I he , 

p to the d (order and m i\ * tc. de was to mi ^ith Uo, wwi* 

f Mu ho wty# 4*4 ttw»^e»hqji u. u»* 

k'i Itji i ot;/. 
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ju&f remark, which Mr. Pope has somewhere, made. It is, 
if I remember, right, to thU effect*—" "A man riot only shewn 
liis taste, but hi* virtue, in 'the choice Of hk odrnatttents. 

“ A .nroper piece of history, represented in painting on a 
“ rich man’s walk, 'or exhibited in imagery amidst his gar* 

” dens) is, very oft n a better lesson, than <mv he could reach 
“ by his con vet sat ion. Jn this sense, the stones nnv b- said 
f * to speak, when men cannot, or will not.’*— All but the 
comparative or srfyt'ca! oart of the obset vawon, I would 
apply to the prospect beloie us, and its vvoithy ow- 
ner. 

Asp. Phi tenor's gardens arc, I think, more chaste an ! Je- H 
licate in their ornament*?, thai a certain co.icmte courch. 

In th*' latter place, we might reason ibh exped the strictest 
adherence to purity, if we should not meet wit i the swn- 
bols of piety, and incitements to religion. — What then 
would be the reflections of a judicious observer, it in such 
a solemn and venerable edifice, he should see a huge braw- 
ny HIovv stuck up against the wall! with his po* tenors 
lulf bate f his whole body more than half naked; and in 
an attitude none of the most decent Excuse me, Tlje- 
ron. I c unless rnyselt ashamed, even to recite the descrip- 
tion. How then can the spectacle itself become the house? 
of di\ ine worship ? • 

Tlu-r. ‘But perhaps this same brawny fellow may repre- 
sent a Heathen demigod; one of the idols worsmpped by' 
antiquity ; the tutelary deity of valour. 

G G 


* Referring Co thr monument, htclv traced for M\fOR GENERAL FLEMING, 
in Wcftni*flc tlh . \ li u it dertht (rent il s hu rt plau. \ II r it and PaUa. , J T ti • 
tula+ with his <h*b md 1 on\ fki h in Ho v 11 ntr ned *b)ve Priks, with a minor 
and a lerj nt at ct fee — I ht reader ina\ iu t pi^aicamJ atl explana-i >not this monu- 
ment, i* tru 3 cnt mjiii wni,a/ineini Aukud I'M- 

As this d inch l u«r Inxn the burid-pl it «r o( tl* n P lUnftrioui purfamgu, fo-r many Ml- 
ttitm; as it is th pi tet, where all qui k n ^ »« then a d many of thtfm dc-» 

noiittbejr ^fhes , a* it is ftngularlv emmn h>r it- antiquities and jnortunumft, llnete is a 

Wtfcnffort of natives and forej^nei'< to vkw its gland tf'*d awiul furioigcw: Wlnt 
tvqti i*cnr{l«d m a place fn arcumi wed fud In cjbftm^tMfltad* {ho uld nm on- 

ly^jfpjiy 3*1 of elegance ut t}k execution, but m lude a beauty of HtoluteU mthc defiqn. 

by a \ cTy able cntic and \ vuv candid wr*tu, that mere irapiopin.lv ofc 
taraty, tyftfettwatifig onw oi *fee mmjumu caljul lot lus ceniurc* Wely tbai a \io’a«# 
lmftwjketcnry, audanappioadi to Pa^anhm, calk d mote loudl> ior pjiibUc u. matisei# 
pioper tcfotM^^a* $£* Sped. Vol« I. M »$* 
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.^AafewilHliifi JpMtUbr the practice? Does not tin's 
fef^efiess fe,ij*Mfiodfcsty 1 Arc -we Christians to thank 
ImW fe^ Valour of our warriors, and ‘make our ac- 
nowledjjtoipfes to Pifeas for the conduct of our generals? 
Shall wt« jflwfewfe* IdbdW with admiration, or recognize as 
OUr fiedolMfes,\Wh»t fee Apostle has stigmatized under 
fee character of devils H 

If HE, Who Overthrew the tables of money-changers, 
had taken a walk in these famous cloysters, 1 am apt to 
suspect, jhe would have paid no very agreable compliment 
to .feis fine piece of statuaiy. Take these things hence , 
would probably have been hr, command; apd, make not 
the precincts of vonr temple a thumher of Pagan itnagu t/, 
lus rebuke f. — Neither is it at all unlikcl), that the image 
itself, notwithstanding its inimitable woikmanship, might 
have shaied the fate of its kinsman Dagon. 


— W’len the cjptive aih 
Maim’d luh htutc un head and lun U lopt off 
In 1 is own temple, on the giouu i ell td^r 
When he ieil flat, and flum’d Ins worlhippas ** 


Tip!?' But how should the artist expiese the gieat at- 
(hievemeuts and the shining qualities of his htio, it ^ou 
will not allow him to make use of these significant em* 
1'ictns ? 

p. I* rjuCstion, whether they are so very significant. 
The m infer seems to characterize a fop, rathu than a sol- 
dier. It leads us to think or a soft Narcissus admiring 
lnmsvlfj lather than a sagacious geneial, planning the 
operations of the campaign. — Hordes ; is sabred litera- 
ture so destitute of propa emblem*, that we must borrow 
fee decorations of opr chinches, and the trophies ofourton- 
i Infers, from die dreams or superstition or the dilutions ot 
,pp ?, jLJo# just and cvpic^ive are those emblematical # 
^fe^«i^iferM» t «xhibtted m L/,ekicl's vision ? * W here acti- 
Ulfeflgfefied, by hands in coni unction wife 
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wings s and the deep, the complicated* Jfdt-, e%|^aW0Wni 
Ous schemes ot providence, by a wheel in Ike (f % 

wheel *. — -With what propriety and force ».«rC f wi&C. *$bleS 
endowments pictured, in the revelations of Sti W$th ant 
their grand machinery 1 Superior wisdom and- benevolence 
of heart, are described by the face of man : strength of mine 
and intrepidity of spirit, by the visage of a lion ; calmnesj 
of temper and indefatigable applic atton, by the features of 
an ox; a penetrating discernment, and an expeditious 
habit of acting by the form of a dying eagief. 

These Hyeroglyphics me graceful, ate pertinent, and such 
as every spectator vv ili mida siand. W hereas, the devices 
of our new monumuit d encomium are, to the unlearned, 
hardly intelligible ; to the serious, htiie better than profane; 
and to every beholder, indelicate it not immodest. +—Phile* 
nor, I imagine, would bludi to admit them into his walks 
or avenues. And I am sorry to find them received in tire 
most antient j, mO§t renowned, and most frequented church 
in the kingdom. 

Talking in this manner, they strolled intoaspacious lawn, 
terminated by a very remarkable grove r formed on thsit 
uncommon plan, proposed by Mr. Addison, in one of his 
spectators. — It consists wholly of c\ cr-greens. Firs, clad in 
vegetable silver, point their resinous leave*, and shoot aloft 
their towering cones. Laurels arrayed in glossy given, 
spread their ample foliage, and throw abroad their rambling 
boughs — Bay-tiees are expanded into a Jan, which no 
wheathcr can tarnish ; rounded into a column, which knows 
not how to moulder. While the Laurustinus run out into 
a beautiful irregularity of shape ; and compacts her redden- 
ing gems, in order to unfold her whitening bloom - -In one 
place lies $ dale, gently sinking and coat< d with the Cha-* 
mobile's nat#fid frieze ; which nc\ei changes its colour,! 
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■ and scooped, you vymdd 

their own perennial 
ith golden, blossup??.^-Here 

side, and arched over head 
extremity, appears an obe- 

til Ivy, and ornamented with its sable clusters, 

o> living sculpture.— Scattercd^up and 
sorts, of holly ; some stripj>ecJ with white" 
e‘>'pot|ed with ydl»w ; some preparing to brighten and 
scene, with berries ot glowing scarlet, 

4 True greatest partot the plantation is, not ranged in or- 
<Jcr, jbut thrown into little, groups, or rude clumps. Which 
’ form an agreablcntarfety? resulting trora art, yet resembling 
confusion, — wHble dscends, tree above tree, in a regu- 
Ikr slope to the lofty cy- 
the loftier i>ine. ”'®y this disposion, the stems and 
odhcealed, nothing is displayed to your sight, 
The Se^dyal shadings of whose attire, 

■ gfeawjyVdi^ersi fied and judieiddslv intermixed, compose a 
of yerd^. To this the free and enlarged 
'i#^-a; Mi-view, and gives the most 
adwQ^pi^iiPrt* r" ?* fiai*. especially in the win- 

more enlivened,^ or 

#W$i«g wonderfully agreeable in 
a planl^&^^f§)|^jpea : tS’ ; ^eiy and- fruitful^ when all its 
fl^^dod-land race 1 , are, barren, Weaky ot 
falfffiffr jtojjif j^ch more chearing and delightful must 

age, or bodily .iwSraii^* laid 
of our.' ypu^iful |Wtie to find a 
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in the wet and stormy day, under these t rutty boughs. So, 
the many thoughtless creatures, whb turn' their i^ck' «pt»h 
religion, amidst the soft and soothing caresses ofjMrospenfyj 
will want, extremely want, its tovereign support, under the 
shirp and distressing assaults of adversity, sickness and 
death. , 

This collection, it is true, may not equal the groves of 
annual verdure, in floridity of dress ; but it far exceeds 
them, in the duration of its ornaments. Ere long, yonder 
shewy branches will be stript of their holiday clothes : 
whereas, these will retain their rural honors. These will be 
adorned with Howrrs, and enriched with berries ; when 
those arc nothing but rags, nakedness, and deformity.— 
JR a ps, nakedness, and def unruly 1 Such will be every shel- 
ter, and everv refuge for our poor, imperfect, sinful souls; 
executing only the righteousness ot our LOUD JESL7& 
CTfH/S'J . Every thing else, will Jade as a leaf* ; which 
the summer nurses, b u tie winter is sure to destroy. This, 
tm I* ron, and this alone is an ever-grevn: always free for 
our in i 1 1 uue, and always effectual to save. 

I h hi we i green it is; or rather, the choicest fruit in 
the • y '-u idist*. But it seems to be quite beyond 
nr «*. J LSI’S CHRIS f has finished every requisite, 
vu \,rption, which may piocurc acceptance for 

t ' gut > ison, and afford relief to the guilty con^i- 

< f* 

‘ . • ) ( " the most profane wretch, that lives. — Add this 

\ i die', or else you curtail the grace of GOD, and di- 
i. i tit ‘ merit of CHRIST. 

, 'ter This is what I was going to add ; I believe also, 
that if I was interested in this divine SAVIOUR, sinful as 
I am, my conscience would have peace, and my soul should 
live. But alas ! — < 

, Asp. Your manner of speaking brings to my mind, what 

lmve soniew here read, concerning an infant born with a. 
_ . 'ah|fce about its neck. A strange kind of necklace, you 
*or a human creature to cothe into the world with. 
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Perhaps, ypu tyill suspect* or oven more than suspect that 
fandymustbe the mother,, and the midwife also, of this 
VfQf. singular bhth. Yet have $ cafe, you don’t realize the 
stpry. You have mack an excellent acknowledgment ; 
which is like a fair and promising infant. These but* and 
ifs, these doubts and surmises, are a poisonous snake. — 
Tear away the mischievous incumbrance. Never suffer it 
to twist itself round the neck of your good confession 
You believe that CHRIST has thoroughly finished the great 
work. Believe also, that there is no clogging or interven- 
ing Condition ; no recommendatory duty to be performed, 
in order to your full participation of CHRIST ; of his 
peace-speaking blood, and hi 3 life-giving righteousness,— 
only believe, and they are actually your own. 

Ther. Tlus is one of those savings, which have often 
puzzled mV mind. X cannot conceive, how such grand 
blessings, and such a complete felicity, should be made ours, 
only In believing. 

Asp. This, or something very much like it, puzzled and 
offended Naaman the Syrian. “Wash 1 only wash 1 In 
“ Jordan ! The common water of the commonest river ! 


“ can this be attended with such extraordinary consequcn- 
** cos! can this cure a man of his inveterate leprosy?” — - 
Tin we are apt to argue : only believe the report of the 
gospel ! Only believe, that COD freely gives us his incar- 
nate SON* and all spiritual blessings with him ! Is it possi- 
ble, that this simple expedient should be productiveof such 
noble effects r— Surely, it vve would obtain i emission of 
sins, deliverance from death, righteousness and everlasting 
lift*, we must do some great thing. 

Faith, in this respect, is like its divine object. It “ has 
nor comeliness;” nothing pompous or shewy. It 
i* fittljC thing* It really u a little thing. But it plea* 

to compass his magnificent ends, 
wmnH ordinary means. CJ/MJST dxodkth 
karts, fairo fhe*apostJe. , How! Wfhm 

ed thd j WRlTk fey the pmrfe* of thtf by 

your own ytimJm Mil a&iooltf k the m^mw 

fmi* 
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Besides i can you conceive any Other rational W£y, where- 
by We may appiebend an unseen CHRIST, add fetke pos- 
session of a promised salvation, but only by assuring: our- 
selves, that they are given to us ; and, in consequence of 
this gift, regarding them as our own property ? 

Ther . At other times (so strange is my inconsistency ( ) 
I entertain suth an idea of the greatness uf faith, that Isay 
within myself, “ I cannot belie ve”. My mind is, as you 
formerly hinted, like the withered arm. 

Asp. This difficulty on your m.nd, because of the great- 
ness of %ith, i» wlmllv founded on mistake The gospel 
informs you, that whatever is necessary for your salvation, 
is already done and obtained l>v CHRIST, That what- 
ever is done and obtained b> CHRIST, is fieely given you 
by the GOD of all grace. Consequently, that you are call- 
ed only to receive a gift, not to perform a work. 

You, on the contrary, suppose ; that something more is 
to be done, something to he acquired or executed by your- 
self; before vou may venture to call the riches of CHRIST 
your own. Tins creates the insuperable difficulty. Ibis 
renders your mind like the withered arm. —Whereas, when 
these truths of tlies • gospel are made manifest to your con- 
science ; when you are enabled to see, that what CHRIST 
has wrought, is absolu‘elv sufficient to procure all spiritual 
blessings; that what GOD ha*, said, is equally sufficient to 
warrant an application of all to yourself ; then HE who 
bids you stretch out, strengthens the withered h md. 

Anri will he not strengthen ? can you doubt the sincerity 
of his call, or hi> willingness to save the weak and the wick- 
ed ? then go to mount Calvary. There ijsten to thesouud- 
ing of his bowels, and see the flowing ot his mercies *.«— 
Cannot you read a language in each streaming wound, and 
hear a voice in every dying pang ? — Do they not all speak 
his infinite love, even to wretched helpless sinners? do they 
not ail address you with that tender * remonstrance, O Hum 
faith, wherefore dost thou do»i>* ** 
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Ther. Still the difficulty recur?. Whether it he front any 
wrong apprehension, of some great thing to be d >ne, or 
from an averseness of submitting to the wt* of sal v if ion 
by grace ; or an unaccountable distrust of the coiUnit* of 
what GOD has promised j whatever be tie < a i*> *, I am 
sure, I feel my impotence. Experience teacoos me, w nt 
the other affirms ; no man cart uty, with all 1 his heart, that 
JESUS is thr TJ)ti !). who hath bought me with uis blood, 
but by l fie IIOL V O IJOS7 . 

Asp. You feel your impotence —to what ? to receive a 
free gift, and call it your own ? to 'tusl wh >!iy,and wit 1 > it 
reserve, on the word ns Hit h GOD has spoken, and on the 
work which CHRIS I' has wrought? consider the casein 
this view, or eLc you will not omy feel, but occasion im- 
potence. You will only th.'d, but increase difficult v. 

I would employ my thoughts, neither on the greatness 
nor littleness of faith ; neither on the ease nor difficulty of 
believing. I would rather dwell upon the supmuhnudant 
grace oi GOD, manifested in CHRIST, and gtant>*d to the 
most unworthy. On this only proper ground of claim, I 
would endeavour, diligently endeavour, to assure my sou 1 
pf salvation. In this manner, waiting and playing lor tin* 
divine SPIRIT, whose office it is, to to.tily ot Cl IRIS I, 
and bring near the REDEEMERS lighteousness. Yet his 
influences arc not to supusedt, but to encourage our own 
efforts. — Lay hold on eternal life *\ here is our duty. Our 
sufficiency of GODf; here is our encouragement. Auti 
O ! what a glorious eucouiagement, to have the ar n ol om- 
nipotence, for our support and our succour ! 

Ther. IIow, or in what manner, does the divine SPIRIT 
woik kith in the heart of a sinner ( you wonder, perhaps 
that l ask such a question. But my apprehensions are 
strangely dull, and my views very dim, with regard to spi- 
ritual things, tf, in this respect, I have any sight, it is like- 
bis, who saw men as trees walking ; saw these several ob- 
jects but so confusedly, that he could not distinguish ope 
fiom the other, only by the circumstance of motion- 
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Asp. The most inlightened minds sec only in part; and 
all have reason, to make the blind beggar's supplication, 
their own request; LORD, that I may receive my sight! 
The operation of the holy SPIRIT in producing faith, is 
thus described bv a master in Israel ; “ The divine SPIRIT 
“ bungs CHRIS!' and his righteousness nigh unto us tn the 
“ promise of the gospel ; clearing at the same time our 
“ right and warrant lo intermeddle with all, with ut fear 
lc of vicious intromission ; encouraging and enabling to a 
“ measure of confident application, «nd taking home all to 
“ ourselves, freely, without money, and without price. 

Ther. The true belie 1 , is so refined and ■♦exalted a 
virtue, that I very mac!) question, whether I shall ever be 
able to attain it. 

Asp. The true bi lief is never to be considered, in the 
light you mention. Not as a refined and exalted virtue; 
but as a receiving jaf those benefits, which, receive i and 
onjoved, are the source of all virtuous and godlv ad etions. 
When, pioccetling upon the divine giant, you behold 
Cil IvlSi' as vour ughteousness and strength, then you truly 
believe. You believe that truth, which can never d sap* 
point nor fail. You receive that gift, which enriches with 
graces, and entitles to glory. 

'J her. Is not your definition of faith very refined and ex- 
alted ? 

Aop. Give me leave to inquire, how you became ac- 
quainted with tny definition of faith ? 

7 her. 1 am not so inattentive a reader of your letters, as 
to forget your account of this momentous point. “ Faith, 
“ you say, is a real persuasion warranted by GOD’-, vv *r 1, 
“ that the blessed JFSldb has shed his blood tor my sm.> j 
“ has fulfilled ail righte,>usness in my stead s and untamed 
“ eternal redemption Jor me. 

• Asp. Where ts the extraordinary refinement of all this ? 
Nothing can be more plain ; more simple ; or better suited 
to the meanest capacity. — Where is theunsurniountabie dif- 
ficulty of all tills ? to believe such things, is not wot k. or labour, 
but rest and peace It is nothing more titan crediting a report. 



117 »IAL0«UE8. 


A report, made by infinite veracity, for men to believe, A 
report, made by infinite goodness, for sinful men to believe. 
Were not our minds strangely prejudiced, and unaccounta- 
bly darkened, nothing would appear more becoming and 
reasonable ; nothing would prove more practicable and de- 
lightful. 

1 her. Does faith then amount to a persuasion > 

Asp. The apostle, describing the lailh of the ancient 
saints, declares ; they saw the promises afar oft, and were 
persuaded of them, and embneed them. They saw the 
promises of salvation by a REDEEMER to come; this 
implies a knowledge of them — they were persuaded ; this 
implies a conviction ot their certain truth — they embraced 
* them ; this denotes an apj.l cation ot all to themselves. — 
\nd thtse things were written for our example ; that we 
si) mid go and embrace them likewise. 

Tne same apostle, enlarging on the faith of Abraham, 
adds; b: <* jnlly persuaded, that what GOD had promised, 
he wm able also to perform + Here, you see, is persuasion, 
full persuasion — first, ot GOD’s will, because lie had pro- 
mised j then, of his power to accomplish his word, even 
though natural impossibilities stood in the way. In this 
twofold oersuasion, the faith of our father Abraham consist- 
ed. And we are called to tread in the steps of his faith : 
consequently, to be persuaded of GOD’s will to save us, 
from sin and hell ; of his power to save us by the blood 
and righteousness of his SON. 

Ther. Is faith, Christian faith, a per.uasion that all these 
blcvungs are for me * docs it imply a special application of 
the benefits to a man’s own sell? 

Asp. Don’t you wish, that it may imply and comprehend 
all this? is it not infinitely desirable? will it not he inex- 
pieasibly comfortable ? it it icahy v...s matter of doubtfull 
disputation, methinks, we should long to have it ascertain- 
ed and established. But, blessed be the divine compassion 
if is as little to be doubted, as u L earnestly to be desired. 
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Hear what a very valuable writer delivers on this sub- 
ject. Exhorting to believe on the LORD JESUS, he thus 
explains his meaning ; “ that is, be verily persuaded in 
“ your heart, that JESUS CHRIST is yours, and that you 
“ shall have life and salvation by him ; that whatsoever 
" CHRIST did for the redemption of mankind, he did it 
“ lor you.” 

If this writer’s opinion has not weight enough to incline 
the scale, hear our own Church. V u once apprehended, 
that my attachment to the Church of England was unsettled 
and wavering. Judge now, who has most thoroughly im- 
bibed her doctriaes, and is most imariab'.v tenacious other 
true interests. — The first part of the 1 onnly concerning the 
sacrament, addresses each reader in particular, and gives 
him this definition of faith. “ It is a belief, not only that 
“ the death of CHRIS l is available, for the remission of 
“ sins, and reconoibution \\ ith GOD ; but also that he 
“ made a full and ‘•nflic ient sacrifice Jor thee, a perfect 
“ cleansing for thy sins". 

If you acquiesce not in either of these determinations, 
hear an infallible umpire. 1 live, says the Apostle Paul, hr, 
faith in the SON ot GOD ; or, to express mysclt it) a more 
clear and determinate manner, I live by a firm persuasion, 
that he loved me, and gave himself jor me. This pacifies my 
conscience. This is the source of my joy, and the motive 
to my obedience. In short j this is the principle ot my 
whole spiritual life. 

My notion of faith, you see, is not without a precedent. 

It is undeniably the voice of our establishment; it is apoa- 
rently the sense of scripture ; at d it gives us a dear mlel- 
ligiblc idea, suited to the most common acceptation of the 
word. Such as would naturally arise m the mind'o - a 
stranger, who, without any 1 as on his judgment, should 
itlquire into the purport ol our religion, or consider the lan- 
guage of our bible. 

liter. How suited to the most common acceptation of the 

word ? * 

Asp. When you e eut a message to your tenant — who, in 
hU last sickness, expr'Sied much uneasiness on account 
•f lus numerous family, unu embarrassed circumstances-— 
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assuring him, that you had canceled the bond, and forgiven 
his debt. When you told the poor woman — whose hus- 
band fell from the loaded waggon, and broke both his legs 
that you would order a surgeon to attend him, and would 
continue his weekly pay. Haze (id they regard, how ic- 
ceive your promised kindness? so let us credit the gracious 
declarations of our, GODj so receive the joyful leport ot 
his gosped ? and then we shall answer the import ol t ie 
word faith — then we shall truly heUevr 

7 her. Where have we, in scripture, any thing parallel m 
similar to these instances ? 

dsp. Uav** yon never read the words of Hh 'rah ; t ho i 
aGOD/i/u unto thee, that pardoncth ini uity, and pas th 
by frans>re\'<u\m* ? here is the gracious dv cldiotion — he will 
turn zr’ai/i ; he will have compassion upon us ; hr zr'll mbdue 
our iniquities f. Here is the jo)hd report. — And why iny 
friend, why should wc pay less credit to the cvei-living 
JEHOVAH, than to a man “ whose breath is in his nos- 
“ trih ?” is there treachery with the HOLY ONE ot 
Israel ? does the LORD make, and then violate Ins pro- 
mise ? 

7'her. GOD has never violated his piomise, who 1 it was 
expressly made, and particularly applied. But, in this cir- 
cumstance, there is a wide difference between the case of 
your friend and the case of his poor people. I named the 
object of my compassion, in one of the instances ; and 
niade a pe r wnal application, in the other. Neither of winch 
is done in the scriptures. — I don't find it any where reveal- 
ed in the bible, that CHRIST shed his blood forme in par- 
ticular. Neither have I read, in the old testament or th' 
new, that the LORD JESUS fulfilled ail righteousness foi 
7 heron. Therefore I cannot sec, what ground I have t«» 
believe this proposition, from any scriptuial authority. 

Asp. But my friend, it is revealed and you have read, 
that the LORD JESUS shed his blood for sinners. And 
are you excluded from the benefit ? when an act of indem- 
nity is published, even the greatest transgressors, the ring- 
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loaders in the rebellion, have nothing else to do, but only 
to enquire, whether they arc creep ted. They are not to ex- 
pect, that their names should be mentioned, as the particu- 
lar objects of their sovereign’s favour. It is sufficient, 
abuud uidv sufficient, if they are not particularly disclaimed. 

1 1 ' i- is not done, they may, they ought, they do, most 
i 'iiHidruiiv claim the royal clemency in behalf of themselves. 

S i ought you anu 1 to act, in the important care under con* 
.iderntion. 

Fartlur; you arc not unacquainted witli the history of 
the three children, condemned by Xc’nichadnrzzar to the 
burning fiery furnace. You have read, in the old testament, 
an account of I her faith ; and you find it proposed, in the 
new testament, as a model for ours— let us then con: dei, 
what their faith was Did they « ey within themselves? 

“ f’OI) is abl e, ’ns true, and willing to deliver his servants. 

“ 1 Ins is atii.med in the books of Moses and th” prophets. 

“ But we no wfu re find it is asserted, that he is willing to 
“ dc hut it k ; to deliver Shadrach, Meshec, and A be due go 
“ fm ii t us Horrible death.” — Not such their method of ar- 
guing. On the contrary; they assured themselves, that 
\\ujt the I/)K1) had promised to his servants in general, 
he won! ! mace good to them in particular. Hear their 
own u ru>. 1 he\ are worthy to be had in everlasting re* 
in iute* ,-u ■* Our OOD, whome zee serve , is able to di liver 
as from fie "urn i ny fiery furnace ; and he will deliver us out 
.of thuii hand, OKing. 'Ibis was their profession. This 
their confidence.- -Since we are called to an imitation o! 
their i jnh, < . ;ht not such to be the language of our souls ? 
“ our Rl'.DKKMKR, in whom wo trust, is able to save us 
“ to the uhormost; and he will save us, from thy guilt, O 
“ sin ; from thy malice, O satan.” 

7 her. Still, if lam not named, methinks, I should be 
pointed opt, by some di .tinguishing circumstances. This 
is the way of scripture. Antiochus, the persecutor of the 
Jews, is not indeed named by the prophet Daniel. But he 
is painted in such very significant colours, as most evidently 
declare, for whom the picture was drawn. It is not ex- 
pressly said, either in the second epistle to the Ihessaloni- 
ans, or in tne whole book of the Revelation, that the Po- 
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pish faction is Antichrist. But it has so many of his fea- 
tuies, that (as a judicious person said) if an hue and cry was 
made for the latter, I should, without any scruple, appre* 
hend the former. 

Asp. Will this content you ? will this be sufficient to per- 
suade you ? then it is very fully and very exactly done. — 
When the grace of GOD is revealed, the objects of this 
ineffable goodnes are characterized ; and I am beyond 
measure mistaken, if you do not find yourself in the num- 
ber. 

They are described by their family, their disposition, their 
practice. — What says eternal wisdom, when she makes a 
tender of her inestimable blessings ? To you, Q men, not to 
fallen Angels, I call } and my voice is, not to tins man or 
that man exclusively, but to the sons of men indefinitely *. 
Pray, have you no relation to this family ? — What says the 
holy Apostle, whei^ he publishes the unalterable counsels 
of heaven; This is a faithful saving, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that CHRIST JESUS came into the xcorhl to save 
tbe upright? r l he unbiameable r Was this the case, our 
hopes would be covered with a cloud ; or rather, totally and 
finally eclipsed. But seel they are clear as the light, and 
conspicuous as the noon-day. For he came (chearing, 
charming word !) He came to save sinners t. Cannot v> u 
discern your name in this list ? I am sure, I can see mine 
written, as it were, in capitals. 

Consonant to all which, is the declaration of another sa- • 
cred envoy. Who speaking of his celestial MASTER, 
says; he suffered — the PRINCE of peace, the Monarch 
ot the universe, suffered — for whom ? They, in whose be- 
half this matchless ransom, was paid, must have an undenin- 
t)le right, to look upon redem lion as their own. And 
blessed, tor ever blessed he GOD, it is most peremptorily 
said> lie suffered for theunjyst J. — Now can you- say, that 
you are Out comprehended in this, or the preceding descripti- 
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ons? Do they not resemble and represent TAerott, as face 
answers to face in the water ? 

Theron. This 1 c am.ot deny. This is certainly true. 

Asp. That no pmt of our character m’ght be omitted, 
and no sort of our misery pass unrelieved, it is farther decla- 
red . when < zinc ru'Aou' struct A, C llliLST died tor the 
ungodly*. \\ h n \vi won ungodly, and considered only 
as ungodly creatines ; nutb-r pusses-ed of any thing amia- 
ble, nor h n i ig the least abihs to require it; nay when 
we were elm pv'ne wit 1 ' i id girlt, and incapable of ex- 
piating a sm lo h • ce i' on, r cn • tt * CIIR1SI died, 
and for sue., a’> n-*i, a r rct' *s ho died. 

To sum up t i v . o vidi > o. Are we not of the hu- 
man fatnlh ? Are we not, in r spirit and behaviour, s m~ 
nen ? Hive wo not been unju ‘f towards our tellow-crea- 
tui v. ■>, ami un<' h! 1 ]/ towards on, great CREATOR? Are 
we not, in alt tlie^c respei is, it.it/iout strength, to recover 
c.'<v,elvca, i,r nu': any satisfaction tor our transgressions?— 
It «c arc (an t u on these questions, inuedulity itself will 
scared} demui) lei us not trowardly l eject, lather let us 
thankfully receiv", those spiritual treasures; w ,i> i, by vir- 
tue of the atom-cited conveyance, &re made over to sick 
people. Wiiich, bv several odier clauses in the will and tes- 
tau ml of our cruc ified LORI), evidently devolve to such 
per-ons. 

'J/ur. Is >t possible, Alps do : Can vre be warranted and 
cucouiaged to i eive these treasures, in a capacity and 
under a teuorninati wnich I diouM tuink more likely to 
exclude us j distnitcut us; ami overthrow all our preten- 
sions ? 

Asp. This may seem strangfe, but it is true. All the bles 
sings of the goipel proceed upon a supposition ol sinful- 
ness. CHRInT ib made wisdom unto Ins people ; but 
• what occasion lor the accession of wisdom, unless it be in 
the case of ignorance and folly? CHRIST is made righte- 


* Kutn v 6. 
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ousness ; but who can stand in need of a j istifving righte- 
ousness, it they are not in themselves unprofitable and guil- 
ty ? CHRIST is made sanctification ; and does not this im- 
ply a state ©I corruption to be reined ie a bodv of sin to 
be destroyed ? CHRIST is made redannhon ; ami It un 
what aie persons redeemed, but from oh mi-. and bon ,■ p , 
from misery and ruin, from al> manner ot evil > 

It is also a most precious and invaluable troth. Su< ’< .is I 
would hold fast, a d never, never let go W mm I warch 
for my own endowments, I find nothing rh.n I 1 tm vemure 
to plead. Being, in my best moments, and mwist iny 
choicest dijties, a sinner. As this is, at nil times, tm un- 
doubted character, I have at ail times an undoubted war- 
rant to say, the uncreated WISDOM callefh me : the hies 
sed JESUS came to save me: the great Messiah suffered 
death for me. 

Let me illustrate the point. — Romulus vou know, the 
founder of the Roman empire, was a poor Prince : had but 
a handful of Subjects, and very scanty territories. What 
expedient could he devise, to inlarge the boundaries of the 
one, and augment the number of the other? He issued a 
proclamation addressed to outlaws and criminals ; all that 
v/ere involved in debt, or obnoxious to punishment. Pio 
unsing. that as many as would settle under his dominion, 
'•hould be secured from prosecution, and vested wiili con- 
siderable privileges. — We will suppose a person in those 
distressed circumstances. Upon hearing the welcome u> 
vitntlon, ho hangs down his head, and with a dejected air, 

. .-m" j “ X am a debtor, l am a criminal, and theretore un- 
‘* worthy of, the royal protection.” What answer should 
be made to such a dispirited complainer ? Make the same 
to yourself, whenever you are inclined to renew the present 
objections. — Remembering, that the infinite and eternal 
SOVEREIGN, to display the magnificence of his majesty,- 
and manifest the riches ot his goodness, has commissioned 
his Ambassadors to publish in every nation under heaven- - 
“ that all unhappy sinners, who are oppressed by the devil 
‘ and liable to damnation, may come to CHRIST. May 
" look upon CHRIST as their ransom and righteous- 
<c May, in this manner, obtain pardon, justification. 

*• and ?!1 the privilege- of children.” 
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Ther. At this rate, the vilest miscreants have as clear, 
nay have the very same warrant to believe in CHRIST, 
and receive his salvation, as the highest saints. 

4Sj>. The very same. In this respect there is no differ- 
ence. All have sinned, and must sue for spiritual blessings, 
not as deserving, but as guilty creatures ; must receive 
them, net as the recompeoce of their own worth, but as 
the issues of infinite mercy. 

The promise >'s express and unlimited, whosoever believ- 
eth in CHRIST, shall not be ashamed. Here is no pre- 
eminence of the Jew above the Greek. No precedent gi- 
ven to the man of decency and sobriety, before the shame- 
less and abandoned profligate. — This is farther confirmed 
by undoubted fact. St. Peter, speaking of the vilest mis- 
creants, saysj “COD gave them the HOLY GHOST, 
“ even as he did unto us ; and put no difference between 
" u's and them*” %t They where altogether as welcome to 
CHRIST and his salvation, as we the Apostles of tne 
LORD. 

Should you ask the highest saints, on whnt their hopes 
are grounded? This, or something to this "effect, would bo 
their reply— “ on the grant of CHRIST and his salvation, 
“ most clearly set forth, in the scriptures of truth. There 
“ wc hear it declared; unto you, though Gentiles and ido- 
“ laters, is preached the remission of sinsf. As a blessing 
“ procured by CHRIST, and now presented to your souls, 
“ .on the same term > as light >s presented to your eyes. There 
“ wc see it recorded ; this man rcceivcth sinners %. — Yes; 
“ he, who is GOD and man in one CHRIST, openeth his 
“ arms ; openeth his heart ; and receiveth sinners, to a par- 
“ ticipation of himself and his heavenly riches. Receiveth 
“ those sinners, who were not only the scorn of pharisaical 
*« pride, but the very disgrace of human nature. — There we 
•“ read the following decree, issued from the court of hca- 

Ii 
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“ ven, and registered for the comfort of a guilty world. — 
“ The promise, relating to forgiveness of sins and the SPI« 
“ RI 1' of grace, L to you. Though you have persecuted 
“ and murdered the LORD JESUS , you may, without 
“ any scruple or delay, apply to yourselves. Nay more j 
“ you may carry it home to your children, and bid them be 
“ sharers of the blessing. It is an unsearchable treasure, 
“ which you may freely enjoy ; and an inestimable portion, 

“ which they may as freely inherit. What is more graci- 
“ ous still ; it is to all that are afar off: whedicr literally ’ 
“ afar ofF, by living in remote Heathen climes; or spiritu- 
ally afar off, by deeply revolting from their duty. In 
** short : it is to as mam) as the LORD oar GOD, by the 
“ pleaching of his most blessed gospel, shall call*." 

7 he*\ T his is a pleasing supposition. But it would be 
more satisfactory, if you should refer me to any of the saints, 
actually speaking in this manner ? 


* A Cl* u\ 30. It Ini 1 rn pi jcift 1 , that the pilhgi, prr'diurl t>y Afpaho, dor* not r* 
''dly luit his purpose ‘ 8u uik, the people, t ) whom tlu the ApoltJe ipKS, \kk 

* not tlu ron t iL,i mu in geucial, but tl oie particular heirtrrs, who wut priced in tl w 

* n <3 s tin is, wue endued with ,.odty follow, and laviu^ly chan ul ’ 

I o which i reply, h> pu ti if r i fjutiy upon tn< obji'tton, and lodging a cut at j/ nil 
Uc t itu paction lull for the ol j £f on, * the peopU, to whom the ApolU* *pi«ks, 
** w<.rc ruiMhc congrcgitwm mu tn , but thol particular haros, who wtrr pricked m 
“ their ht nts Dotwhe olH iddivlihimit.it to thole only * l think not. I hope 
io ( . JBkcauk this, would itpreUm fchcgd s of UOD. ai depending on (omen laufuatioua 
i j man. Co llwjuntly, would dtlbo\ tin freem Is of tht ,'ift, ind c bpie the glory ot 
n uc Hht^as if we fuppolt tit pionr itc acldtrfxcd to limit! a, ai hmer&, withoi t 
.toy ih a, to (lift i nfh one horn mot 1, o , then, ill ii putet^y liee and grace fhyaes 
iui l in it n use lulht.-— I he jfornik i i v c*H)td to tl e \ hole aidtncr, evtiy ore of 
\oii J< i > then t uiUit n , The i chddrui th t wti at home, then cl ii«ii«n tint w ’•till-' 
lorn th ii ch Idrui ol the latHf ptnti iuou <\nd thch I pitimnr, could neither b* 
pr Wd n tl t tr marts, or iivui^lyr > — Budcs, it in ms plain, from the com ic t { 

the i in rtivo, that me a »t r« l is dmt u i > »o i ry ic nil number but to the promdeu- 
otis multitude hr i, th* dilciimm tmjUrtuice follows i » \ ct ic y >• fhui they, amount 
tbi* prom fiuous muh Mid , that glioiy r ecuved hu word, w** bipuzcd# 

1 \\ here pi it k« l m the Kait t u it i wuc e duet with ,i(My lonovV, and Uvingly 
i hatred * mfl tins m upie m n I mi to lodge a -Cam, and Saul d 

It cl IS, wImo pituerd tu hart Hey had fluids of U ti^ui<h in the r toniciemen, a ui 

n« of ds fulv&n tin i ionh iu one *\u miigmcd, that they wyrie tri ly comtrU< 

ifkle people were l^nornu of (MlRlhi t d the way of Idvatum. Wlut fhall wr ch ? 
iinjiirst tir wni oi ihss m tlbiiy kiowkd ^ 1 hey did not fo much w he the plai t ot 

, tnt rdo't) could not Ot arrived at it ( ould not be fife, oi lavuigty dumgrd * - 
” hn nit ply aiguimiM* fhe Apoillr th ill ctiumly be the Uft judge hw htjautv 
t* » , i <i nr I tiV i Kpoittor df his own tr* u Xitd he conhdu thi# cifcomdaiice m lo 
i Hernia il ?lu? No* he neither refunds it, a* < outtiiunng the grace of repent am <*, 
ru jirt in’ from ih prormkd t ittof the lh)LY (rflOsT; it wamtit faith 10 Chr» * r 
f m the rem ih »n of hns neither was i* » pledge of fcckritv irorn the wrath which w«* 
com i ^ o« t* i mroWdid ^utenuon# jilu i- evident froto tu^ ow*x worda^-rs-pfi 
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Asp. Isaiah , you will allow, was a saint of no inferior 
rank. Yet he breaths the spirit I am describing, and acts 
the part I am vindicating. Turn to that epitome of the 
gospel, his fifty-third chapter. There you may observe him, 
claiming a share in the greatest of all privileges, salvation 
through the blood of CHRIST. How does he advance 
and maintain his claim ? Not in the capacity of a sanctified 
but under the character of a sinful person. These are his 
words; the LOUD hath laid on him, on his son ('IIR 1ST 
JESUS, the iniquity o? us all f. Of me, and of my bre- 
thren in piety, docs he mean ? No ; but ol me, and of my 
fellow-transgressors. This is evidently implied in the cause 
I have quoted. In the preceding part of the verse, the 
prophet explains, himself, and leaves no room for hesitation, 
All we, like sheep, have gone astray ; we have turned 
“ every one to his own ways.” Yet our transgressions, our 
micjuitics, the GQjP of all mercy has transferred from us, 
and charged upon his beloved SON. — As the vilest miscre- 
ants arc indispensibly obliged to confess the former, they 
have an apparent right to profess, to assert, and to believe 
the latter. 

Ther. The vilest mbereants have a right — an apparent 
right to believe — to believe that all their sins are lead upon 
CHRIST! This is surprising doctrine. I know not how 
to credit it, though you take so much pains to establish it. 

Asp. It puts me in mind of that memorable prediction, 
recorded by JIabakkuk, and quoted by Peter. Behold! I 
work a work, of such immensely rich and inconceivably 
free goodness, that you shall not believe, even though a man 
declare it unto you. — The LORD, 1 trust, who opened 


tbr 1 ‘emifTion — ye fhall rwcive — Cm youUr'vo, A way of fpc-king, which 'uppofrt 
cfoofe, ■whom he add rifles, to 1 a drilling of t* i* biefi ugs tnrMii neii. 

Ibis, it l ixiiilakenol, is the truth of tic c*U. Uhofe jenpic, nnv metd oftbor horn 
jiblc w^ckcclncitt in crucifying the SOIJ oi OOI), were* filial vo i» ♦hctnoil *itarm ng «*p— 
prehenfioos. As yet, th«y nwt * 0 ** <*^ lv,nc K b 'U dym^ for hi\ vuy* 

inurdciers* They were, therefore, undei wf at umie wntu crI, a law-^oik*^ Am, cm 
the law, Which wofhrth WflMth, produce a i-*\ m \ change, or ra»n<*i the ch. w Istrh jt cotj-^ 
panieth falvation t his would takc^wa-* the \ < *ors qf CUR IS i , «u>d n«r'bhi Hhiti to 
NJSeles, TW« would contou ad the letter wU.i n kill till, ytii h tta Sprit that gntfh 1 hi 
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lie or's ey es, to discern the fountain of water, for the re- 
Jushment of her son, will open my friends eyes, to Jesern 
this infinitely more precious fountain, for the consolation of 
his soul. 

0 the riches, the unsearchable riches of the kindness and 
love of GOD! lie makes a grant of CHRIS Ta'-dhishea- 
venly kingdom, to the most contemptible v\ i -'vhes on the 
face of the earth; yea, to the most deles. ih\ creatines on 
this side hell ! — At this you wonder. \ t this u c ought all to 
wonder this will be the wonder ol s./u-. and angels, 
through a boundless eternity. Yet though wo wonder, let 
us not gainsay nor muimer Lt not tla v.re«tuie refuse 
the bounty of the CREVTOR, beea>r< it is unutterably 
great. Neither let the elder brother repine, because the 
young prodigal enters at the same door, and is admitted to 
the same table with himself. 

1 have aliedged the testimony ot the saints, let me add 
the decision of their king. GOD so loved the n orld, even 
that world, which, the Apostle John assures us is not only- 
fallen but lieth in wickedness. Yet, fallen and apostate as 
it is, GOD so loved it, thai he gave his only begotlen SON, 
to bring in a perfect righteousness, and obtain eternal re* 
dempfion. 

Ther. But the question is, for whom ? 

Asp. For the world most certainly. None else. No- 
thing else, is mentioned. It is not said, for the choicest 
part of the world ; its best inhabitants, picked and culled 
from the refuse. But for the corrupt and vicious world, 
these things are given. That, being believed and accept- 
ed, they may be saving health to their souls. 

Ther. “ For the world*.” — Does this general form of 
expression warrant any one, to make a particular applicati- 
on of CHRIST and all his benefits, to himself? 

Asp. Pray do you find any restriction of the grant ? Is 
any exception made, relating to this or that" particular set 
of men ? Is not the extent of the gift a,s wide as thenvorld ? 

** 
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If so, it warrants any one, it authorizes every one *, to 
make a special application of CHRIST to himself. 

In other instances, such a general expression not only 
warrants but produces a particular application. When 
Jonah, in pursuance of the divine command , cried andsatds 
ye ‘forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. Here was 
no parti mlar mention of man, woman, or child. Neither 
the King, nor the nobles, nor the commons were specified. 
Much less was CMch and every inhabitant threatened by 
name. Nevertheless, this general donunci u n. ahi'med 
them all ; was influential on them all. In*.. ' ucn rhat the 
people of Nineveh believed GOD, and pr^rhuevd a *ust, and 
put on sackcloth, j, am the grea'es' of 'hew even to ttu. least J\ 
'l'hev believed ; hence we learn ti. nue nature of believing. 
“ GOD speaks to me ; and what he spea’ a , he will pJt- 
form is its genuine profession. II. nee he likewise dis- 
cover, who they are which ought, in this manner, to apply 
the general wordy*/?//, from the least tven unh the greatest. 

Thor. Tnc case is not parallel, Asomsio. This was a de- 
nunciation of vengeance, not a promise of grace. 

Asp. And can you Theron, can you, suppose ? That God 
is more liberal of vengeance, than he is communicative of 
grace. Vengeance is his strange work, but in mercy and 
loving-kindness he dclighteth. — Are bound to believe and 
apply his dreadful threatenings? Not allowed to believe and 
apply his precious promises? Surely, the LORD’S ways 
are not so unequal. — When the law says, aused is every 
one, that continucfh not in all things J; should not every 
hearer take this to himself, and submit to the sentence of 
just condemnation? When the gospel says, HE came to 
that which is lost §; should not every hearer take this also 
to himself, and embrace the tender <?f free salvation ? 

However, if you dislike this instance, I will give yon 
anomcr j which is not of the vindictive, but of the benefi- 


* If there were any man, to whom the grant of a SAVIOUR did a^t aarfcic«Urly be- ' 
foogj that perfon *t>uld have no wairant to believe; be wonld do tight in difpUievmg, 
wbai the fcnptures represe.it as theg cateit fin, would become h/a bounden du*), 
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cent kind.— When the Mama made its first appearance in 
the wilderness ; when the Israelites knew, neither what it 
was, nof for whom intended ; both these particulars were 
explained by Moses. This is the bread which the LORD 
hath given you to eat*. No mention is made of any indi- 
vidual person. Yet the whole congregation, looked upon 
this as an undoubted permission, but tor themselves and 
their children, to gather, to fetch home, and to use the mi- 
raculous food 

Ther. GOD gave the Manna to all the Israelites, both 
good and bad. But does he give CHRIST with his unli- 
mited freeness ? 

Asp. Our LORD himself, alluding to this verv , miracle, 
vouchsafes you an answer. My FA I'HER giveth you the 
true bread from heaven f. The language is nearly the same 
as Moses used ; and it expresses the very same unlimited 
freeness. — My FATHER giveth you his incarnate SON, 
and his divinely excellent lightcousness. These are bread 
indeed ; bread, which came down from the regions of hea- 
ven ; and bread, which nourisheth the soul for the joys of 
heaven. — This my FATHER giveth you ; though not in 
actual possession, yet in light to possess. Tins he giveth 
you J, by way of free indefinite grant. Without which, 
any attempt to possess, even in the most upiight of men 
would be illegal and presumptuous. By virtue of which 
grant, the bad as well as the good — it is your own expres- 
sion, and therefore I make use of it, Though, in reality 
pone are good, till they receive CHRIST. Which, weie 
his benefits of the exclusive sort, would be cause of infinite 
anxiety to mankind. But our great consolation is, that 
one as well as another, the idolatrous Gentile as well as the 
professing Israelite, has an unquestionable w-airant to claim 
them for himself. 


* ExocL kvi# 15, t John vu 

{ u The receiving of I M'nrtffLrily prtfuppo'rithifrgivin;*)! him. There" 
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Ther. Unquestionable ! Is not this expression too peremp- 
tory? That such a grant should be made to believers, I 
can easily conceive. But is it made to sinners, to any sin-* 
ners, to the most abandoned sinners ? 

Asp. Yes, Theron, to sinners. And when sinners receive 
the grant, then they commence believers. Only, no man liv- 
ing would inherit the blessing. Because all men are, by 
the depravity and impotence of their nature, originally con- 
cluded under sin and unbelief. It is therefore a source of 
comfort and a store-house of relief, for the most guilty crea- 
tures, even in their most deseperate circumstances. 

What said our LORD JESUS? My father giveth you ; 
that is, the pcnp'e who stood around, and heard his graci- 
ous voice. M«.ny of whom were in a carnal state habitu- 
ally, and even then were in a murmuring wicked frame *. 
What says his pr >phet ? lie cries out in a rapture ; O my 
lost brethren, to ici a child is horn ; io us a soil is given ! — 
Not to us, who were regenerate, and become children of 
light. But to us children ot fal.cn A lam ; to us undone 
sinners ol mankind ; who milked in darlness, and dwelt in 
the shadow of death f. — What saiih GOD the LORD ? He 
that created 'the heavens, and stretched them out? I will 
give thee , meaning his beloved SON, for a covenant ; it is 
not said, lx lievers, but of the people; it is not said, of 
new creatures, but of the G entiles : who were the vilest of 
all creatures, or, as you have properly spoke, the most aban- 
doned sinners. 

That we may understand more clearly the signification 
of these term-., and see the true extent ot this gift, it is added ; 
I will give thee to open the blind cues , and to bring out the 
prisoners from the prison J. Miserable and guilty wretches, 
blinded by the devil, and enslaved to their lusts ; these arc 
not set aside. Nay; these are expressly named. They are 
.the very Patentees in the heavenly grant. An obedient and 
a dying SAVIOUR is as much given to them; that they 
may receive him, and be saved ; as the city of refuge was 
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appointed for the manslaver, that he might fly thither* and 
be secure $ or as the brazen serpent was lifted up on a 
pole, that the wounded Israelite might look to it, and be 
healed' 

Here then the grant and the gift are mentioned ; the 
persons to whom the grant is made, and for whom the gift 
is provided, are specified. They arc sinners; blinded and 
enslaved sinnets ; or, if there be any other more obnoxious 
sort, they are all comprehended in this one word, Gentiles. 
Only allow the divine speaker to be sincere; then we shall 
sec, in these precious texts, a most chcaring hope even for 
the vilest sinners. Hope, that tliev may be justified, escape 
the curse, and find favour with GOD. Nay ; we may 
boldly affirm $ that, proceeding on these works of the eter- 
nal KING, even the vilest sinner is allowed, is authorized 
to say j “ GOD gives me his SON, to be my covenant 
“ surety. I take him at his word. The SURE TY and all 
“ his merits, and all his benefits, are mine." 

Divinely rich bounty ! Enough to charm and astonish 
the universe. But not too great for the infinite JEHO- 
VAH to exercise. O, let us not refuse what, on this con- 
sideration, the unerring SPIRIT calls our own mercy f . — 
Let us adore the beneficence of our GOD. Let us believe 
his promising word. And, in this sweet, this easy manner, 
obtain both present and final salvation. 

2 Iter. I have one Scruple more, which, at this instant, 
arises m my mind. The righteousness of CHRIST, accor- 
ding to the Apostle, is upon all that believe. Therefore, 
it is not the sinners, but the believer’s portion. 

Asp. If this was true, sure the gospel, which reveals this 
-righteousness, could not be glad tidings . I will suppose a 
congregation of ignorant and ungodly people, of heathens 
and idolaters. The minister lifts his voice and cries; 

“ the righteousness of GOD the SAVIOUR is not tor you. • 

You are not believers, and therefore have no right to re- 
“ cieve the blessing." — What a discouraging, nay, what a 
killing message ! — Whereas, if the Ambassador of Casts* 


1 Jonarh iu ft. 



BIALOGUES. 

» .-■*> » *rn**» *+m*m** »* i *~~* <m 

, 1 N H * — - — ■>■■■■■ ' ■ ■ 1 ll> — " * bl *" —*■*■*■■ -" 

makes this proclamation ; «« I know, you are an assembly 
“ of vile and abominable sinriers. Nevertheless, I am cora- 
“ missioned to preach glad tidings to you. The infinitely 
“ gracious FATHER freely offers his perfect righteousness 
** to you.” This is indeed a joyful sound. 

^ Besides, Theron, you don’t attend to the apostle’s ex pres* 
sion. He says, the righteousness of GOD is upon all theni 
that believe. Such persons actually possess it. They wear 
the robe. They are cloathed with salvation. And here 
lies the difference between the vile miscreant and the real 
saint. Not that one was originally better than the other: 
not that one has a clearer grant of CHRIST than theother: 
but the latter has put on the wedding-garment, and uses it 
to his unspeakable honor and happiness ; the former is ad- 
monished to throw aside his filthy rags ; and invited to put 
on this heavenly raiment. 

Thcr. Let metecollect — CHRIST is given for the world, 
the apostate world, to believe on — CHRIST has died, not 
for the righteous, but for the ungodly — CHRIST came in 
the flesh to save sinners, even the chief of sinners. — Well, 
Aspasio, if these things are true (and how can . they be 
otherwise ? since they are the express doctrine of scripture) 
it is a pity, but they were more generally known. For my 
part, I must confess, they are not only new, but strange to* 
me. Though I have read them in the bible, yet when I 
come to consider them, and compare them with what pas- 
ses in 'my breast, I find they are quite contrary to my usual 
way of thinking. 

Asp. You remind me of a valuable person, whom I once 
numbered among my acquaintance, and whose way of 
thinking somewhat resembled your own. Will you give 
me leave to relate his case ? 

Ther. Most gladly. It will be some kind ofconsolatiort . 
to hear, that others have laboured under the same difficul- 
ties with myself, and been subject to the same distresses.— 
If I am informed of their deliverance from those distresses, 
it will be like shewing me an opened door, for effecting my 
*wn escape. If I am likewise acquainted with the man* 
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ner of their deliverance, this will furnish me with a clue to 
guide my steps. 

Asp. This person was roused from a habit of indolence 
and supinencss, into a serious concern for his eternal wel- 
fare. Convinced of his depraved nature and aggravated 
guilt, he had recourse to the scriptures, and to frequent 
prayer. lie attended the ordinances of Christianity, and 
sought earnestly for an assured interest in CHRIST. But 
found no $tedfa»t faith, and tasted very little comfort. At 
length, he applied to an eminent divine, and laid open the 
state^ of his heart. Short, but weighty, was the answer he 
received. “ I perceive. Sir, the cause of all your distress. 
“ You do not, you will not, come to CHRIST as a sin - 
** ner. This mistake stands between your soul and the 
“ joy of religion. This detains you in the gall of bitter- 
“ ness ; and take heed, O ! take heed, lest it consign 
“ you over to the bond of iniquity.” This admonition 
never departed from the Gentleman’s mind ; and it be- 
came a happy means of removing the obstructions to hi* 
peace. 

Remember this little history, Theron ; and may it prove 
as efficacious for your good, as it is pertinent to your cir- 
cumstances ! I would also have you remember, that the 
free grant of JESUS CHRIST, which is made in the 
word of truth, and addressed to sinners of mankind, is 
the only basis and ground-work of faith. An Apostle 
after all the labours of his exemplary life, can have no 
better. And a Magdalene or a Manasseh, as a motive and 
encouragement for their turning to the LORD, have the 
very same. 

But we greatly digress from the principal and most 

momentous subject. Since you so much disapprove 

of my account of faith, I must intreat of you to favor 
me with a description, more correct, and unexception- 
able. For, as you justly observed, this is a very momen- 
tous article. 

Is not JESUS CHRIST then the source of all spi- 
ritual good* and faith the maiu channel of conveyance ? 
Surely then it should be made and also kept, as clear 
as possible- Is not JESUS CHRIST the foundation 
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of all true godliness, and faith the master-arch in this 
•acred structure ? Surely then it should be raised and turn* 
«d with the utmost car*. 






DIALOGUE XVII. 


THERON. 


PaLtEMON’s account is this — Faith, lie says. 


is a firm persuasion, that JESUS CHRIST has shed his 
blood, and fulfilled all righteousness ; has sustained the pu- 
nishment due to sin, and obtained full reconciliation with 
GOD. That all this grace, and each of these benefits, are 
free, perfectly free ; for you, for me, for others. In conse- 
quence of this persuasion, the sinner flies to CHRIST, 
comes to CHRIST, an4 trusts in CHRIST for his own 


salvation. 


Asp. I have the highest regard for Paiamon's. judgement ; 
and I cannot but think, my opinion is confirmed even by 
his. — The act ui flying to CHRIST, implies an intention to 
get out of danger ; it implies a discovery of CHRIST, as 
tne appointed safety ; and consists in making use of him as- 
such. When the manslayer fled to the city of refuge, he 
made use of that privileged place for his own protection. 
How can this be done, with regard to a bleeding, dying 
SAVIOUR, but only by a persuasion that he is mine I 
That his sufferings were in my stead, and that his death i» 
my safe-gnard. — What is meant by coming to CHRIST, we 
may learn from Jeremiah. Behold ! zee come unto thee, for. 
thou art the LORD oar GOD. Coming, you see, includes 
or proceeds upon a real persuasion, that the LORD is our 
GOD. While we are wholly destitute of this persuasion, 
we stand at a distance, and our souls are afar or. We are 
never brought nigh » we never come in the prophet’s sense } 
tiH We are taught to say, each one for himself, thou art the 
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LOUD my GOD.*. — The act of trusting in CHRIST is 
much of the same nature. It presupposes, that CHRIST is 
the trustee of the covenant of grace; it proceeds upon a 
conviction of his faithfulness in executing the office ; and it 
is a solemn surrendering or giving up the whole affair of 
our salvation into his hand. Giving it up, not in uncertain- 
ty of success (this would be mistrusting, rather than trust- 
ing) but with a certainty, in some measure, suitable to the 
fidelity and ability of HIM, with whom we have to do. 

If you still 9M doubtful, w hether any such persuasion is 
implied in iruping, let us choose a referee. Let us carry 
our controversy to the K ; ng of Israel. Inquire of David, 
why he trusts in the LORD, and what he means by trust- 
ing ? To both these enquires he answers distinctly and ful- 
ly. “ The LORD is my high tower, my shield, and he in 
** whom 1 trust f. He is a shield — He is my shield — Of 
“ this I am persuaded, and therefore I trust in him : or this 
“ I believe, and in so doing, I trust on him.” 

1 her. This air of assurance, which runs through all your 
representations of faith, appears somewhat presumptuous in 
my eye. It is as if people pretended to know and claim 
their seat in heaven, before the judgment day. 


# Ter. in. *t* TJm text relate* to the backfliding Ifraehtes * It i$ obfcrvable, that 
they do not lay claim to the LORO a* their GOO, becaulc they arc penitents. But are 
encouraged to retuyn, from the bare relief of his gracious declaration*. The return of the 
children of GO D» otter backfliding, Uof the fame nature, and proceed* upon the fame 
grt >uncb, as their hrft approach, According to that invariable rale, “ as you have receiv* 
« *d CHJM&T JESUS the LORD, fo walk ye in hfm. 

This doctunei* taught, and Teprcfentcd under the fame image, Ihu xlv. 14, *■ 7# 
WUJhali inen tome* What doe* this figurative expreflion fignify ? The prophet himfelf 
%nfwer* ourq^cftian* and explain* hta own meanmg Surely, Jhall one Jay, in the LORD, 
have L ngkeoujnefs* When people believe thic so their heart, and protei* thi* with their 
mouth, then tney tome unto the LORO* 


f Mf* at I s v* «? See alfo Pfd. *xti. 14, Jfau xit. a. andefpecbtty a Kings xviib 
30* Wmrifc Rabjh*ktk t the A$yn 4 n General, give* u* an enpefifton of the word trujh Thie 
ifoan, unacquainted with theological controverts and nice diftin&ions; having no other 
information, but what wa* derived, from common fenfe, and the common principle* of 
mankind, fee* all that We contend for, comprehended in the eapreffioo, let not Htztkiuk 
you truftw thi LORPifaytng, tht LORD a ill jretly deliver us * To truft m the Loan » 
k, according to this tbnormi* fapieoa* to fay from the heart) and declare with the mewfe 

die LORD will deliver - he will deliver u* he will furely deliver u». Midi it not bt 

I ftmne to chntbana, if they have meaner apprchtnfton* of truftmg m JSHOVAH, then » 
Jimtbwa »4 an idolater. 
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Asp. And is this so strange or presumptuous a thing ? In 
former ages, people made no scruple to declare ; We know 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of GOD, a house not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens. And these are people, whom you need 
not blush to be iike, nor be afraid to copy after. 

The Papists, I own, take great offence at the word assu- 
rance, and utterly explode the doctrine *. But they are 
no infallible guides, for us to follow ; neither are they very 
inviting patterns, for us to imitate. You and I, Theron , 
cannot reasonably be offended, at the expression, or the 
doctrine ; if we recollect what we have been taught, in 
the first stage of life, and what is professed, in the last scene 
of mortality. We arc taught even from our infancy, that 
the sacrament of the LORD’S supper, is not only a sign of 
spiritual grace, bur a pledge to assure us thereof f. At the 
interment ut the ^;ad, we profess our sure and certain hope 
of a resurrection to eternal life J. That this is always ap- 
plied, with due propriety, in our burial-service, I will not 
venture to assert. That it sufficiently countenances my sen * 
timents, none will undertake to deny. If this countenan- 
ces, the Apostle authorizes them ; when he addresses us, 
with this very remarkable exhortation ; having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
JEHU A, let us draw near with a true heart ///full assurance 
if faith ;§ with a firm persuasion of acceptance ; with a 
certain expectation of success. 

After all, if you dislike the word assurance, we will 
change it for the more softened, and more modestly-sound- 
ing term, appropriation. — “ Faith, he tells us, is a work of 


• On* of their unri \lit*ou» decrees, eftablilhcd by 'be counlel of Trent, i»t “If :ry 
«» fh«M Uy that julhtyn^ faith is nothing the, tut a confidence or afluranceof the men y 
* “ of GOli pdtdtaniug has iotUlRM'* lake, let him he acCurled Mult we not 
itaaflembly, which could pais luthhomlJe tfo&rme mtu a law*, the Synagogue of of t«* 
W/i? Ought we not to e<poftulatc, with fuch a dogmat./mg and damning Ipuu, wOe 
‘WorcU or the ApolUe? Ofull of ail lubnlny md all miichu-*, thou child of ib 
** Ihou tiiany ofall nghttouinek, wdt thou t.ut ce-le u» pcrvmth* light way* oft**- 
feOJU)? Aftsain. »o« 

t Cburth Cat*chlfiu. t Burial U*Te*. 
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« the HOLY GHOST in the soul, enabling h to 

:z^^tssSSS&' 

'Jz&±r&zxssisz. 

“X^pT^STtHtaoiogical «t«, « W oke 

homrthe grace of GOD ! I» CHRIST 

in the common in t in R appropriate this treasure, 

the treasure hid in the held . t pp p rHRTCT 

“£! me fate. ™J R Stt an s=v=S”S.^ 

CHRIST asTprie"’, "is made to guilty creatures righteous 
C,, When we appropriate the grace of our great HIGH 

PRIEST, this is the Ts made to 

!«* 1 tt"isd7m Wto we appropriate the be. 

S^oTunerine PROPHKM** 

our souls, ^ i0 ^ittn' 1S T as a King, is made unto de- 
light unto wet- When we appropriate the 

praved creatures san ^ t vjq this is our comfortable 

d* 1 “m e'ely evil work *. . 
*”% h Th^rnr Mure never uses the term appropriation. 

TOot draw 1 a 


* lull nix. **• 
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is enough to know the truth, and believe what JESUS has 
done. According to that which is written ; by his know- 
ledge shall my righteous servant justify many. 

Jsp. Do you experience this to be enough, Theron ? Is 
this sufficient to dispel yoiir fears, and calm your consci- 
ence ? Does this comfort your heart, and fill you with all 

j°y? 

1 he scriptural knowledge ; that which the HOLY 
GHOST teaches; is of the appropriating kind. And if 
the doctrine be contained in scripture, it should seem an 
over-refined scrupulosity to cavil with the diction. 

By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many . 
Tli at is, by the knowledge of him, as our atonement, and 
our redemption ; who was wounded J or our sins, and bruised 
jor our iniquities. Thus the prophet expounds his own 
text ; and lends us a clue, that may lead us into our Lord’s 
meaning, when he declares ; this is life eternal, that they 
may know thee thelmly true GOD, and JESUS CHRIST 
whom thou hast sent. That they may kno.v thee, O GOD, 
as completely reconciled, and infinitely gracious to them. — 
That they may know JESUS CHRIST, as the sole cause 
of this blessed reconciiirtion ; by satisfying justice, and 
bringing in an everlasting righteousness. 

This is consonant to that general maxim, laid down by 
the Apostle, we have known and believed — What ? That Goo' 
is love? This is part of the truth, but not the whole. — That 
he. exercises it freely, and with oveifhwing abundance? 
Neither does this come up io the measure of the believer’s 
knowledge. — But we have known and believed the special, - 
the distinguishing love, which GOD hath towards us, in 
JESUS CHRIST. — This is the knowledge; which justifies 
the, ungodly, and sanctifies the sinner. In this. knowledge* 
you see, their is an application to ourselves ; a belief that 
the blessing is our own ; or, in other words, an appropri- 
ation, towards us. 

Ther. So then an applic ation to ourselves, or a belief 
that the blessings of the gospel are our own, is what youf 
mean by appropriation. 
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Asp. Add, our own by virtue of the divine grant, and 
thisis mv very meaning. That an appropriation of this 
kind is included in the essence of faith, is the sentiment I 
would maintain. — Which sentiment might be confirmed, if 
Such confirmation were demanded, by a multitude of the 
most illustrious witnesses. Witnesses so illustrious , that 
they were a blessing to the world, and an honor to human 
nature. So numerous , that without giving an abstract of 
their testimonies, it might seem tedious only to recite their 
names *. 

7 her. I will dispense with your recital of their names, 
only let me have a specimen of their testimonies. 

- Asp. First, let me present you with Dr. Owen ; than 
whom England has produced few writers, either more ju- 
dicious or more devout. “ Faith, he tells us in his Cate- 
** cfiism, is a gracious resting upon the free promises of 
“ GOD, in JESUS CHRIST for mercy, with a Jinn per- 
“ suasion of heart, that GOD is a reconciled father to us in 
“ the SON of his love.” 

Next, let me introduce an author of renown. From our 
sister country, Scotland. Mr. Davidson asking, “ What is 
** that faith, which is the only instrument of this strait con- 
“ junction between CHRIST crucified and us, ?” Teaches 
his disciple so reply ; “ It is the sure persuasion of the heart, 
“ that, CHRIST, by his death and resurrection, hath taken 
'* away our sins ; and cloathing us with his own righteous* 
u ness, has thoroughly restored us to the favor of GOD.” 

To these I would add the learned and justly celebrated 
Altmgius, professor of divinity at Heidelberg. “ Faith, lie 


• If the reader fhould inquire after their names, he will find fome of them enumerated, 
in :be following catalogue, luther, Calvin, Mehncthon, Beza, Bulbnger, Bucer, Knox, 
Craig, Me) vi!,' Bruce, Davidfon, Forbes, &c. Urlmus, Zanchius, Junius, Piicator, Kol- 
lock, Dan*us, Wcndelinut, Chamierus, Sharpiiu, Hodius, Pareus, TWglacd'ri, 

(GHbeitus & Jacobus), Arnoidue, Marefius, ihe four ptofeifora at Leyden, Wellaeus, 
ftivetus, Polvatider, Thyfiua ; Wollcbius, Heideggerus, ETTcmui, Turretinu*. dec, Many 
eminent Britifh divines, JSiflvop Babington, Davenam, Vlail ; Mr. Perkins, Pemble, Wdlet, 
Gouge, Rogers, Burgcls, Owen, Mtrihal, &c 

If we wi i c apparently ami demouftrably in an error, yet, to err with fwch company, 
and in the i o’ib-ps of Inch guides, muit very much tend to mitigate the leverity of cea- 
, ture. Bur, ’ relieve, few fenous perions will venture to charge error and delufion upoa 
fuch a renerab'cbodv of protdtant divines : lo eminent fot their learning; io eXeittpUr/ 

' far ihcir bolmsis ; and wkoU labours wet# lo femarkably owned by CrOJP. 
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** says, is a knowledge of the grace of GOD in CHRIST, 
together with a fiduciary relirfnce on it, or an application 
“ of it to a man’s own self." 

These testimonies are but as the tythe to the whole crop. 
.Yet these are more than enough to exempt me from the 
charge of singularity. You will not wonder therefore, if I 
still abide by the good old doctrine, which is espoused by 
so many of the ablest judges ; which was the darling tenet 
of almost all reformers; and which is the avowed belief, 
not of a few single persons only, but of many famous pro- 
testant churches. 

Ther. Pray let me hear, what the protectant churches 
say. Their testimony, though not infallible, is doubtless 
very considerable. 

Asp The testimony of the English church is already pro- 
duced. You shall now have the declaration of the church 
of Scotland. In her national covenant, she has these me- 
morable words ; ‘*We detest and refuse the usurped au- 
“ thority of that Roman Antichrist, his general and doubt - 
some faith.” From which words we naturally draw these 
two conclusions — That, since the Fopish'tauh is a doubt- 
some faith, the protestant faith is an assured faith — That 
since the Popish faith is a general one, the protestant faith 
must needs be a faith of special application. 

Now let us hear the unanimous suffrage ofthe Palatinate. 
It is enquired, in the twenty-first question of their public 
Catechism, “ What is true faith ? ’ To which this answer is 
returned. “ It is not only an assent to all the truths which 
“ GOD has revealed in his word ; but it is an assured 
*' trust, wrought by the HOLY SPIRIT in my heart, that 
“ remission of sins, compleat righteousness, and eternal life 
** are given ; freely given, not to others only, but to snv- 
“ self ; and all this, from the mere mercy of GOD, through 
tne alone jjierits of CHRIST." 

Omitting the confessions of several other foreign church- 
es, Lshall only subjoin the doctiiue of the Dutch Divines, as 
it is deliyeied in their brief compendium of Christian religi- 
on. Quest, What is a sincere faith ? Ans. it is a sure 
“ knowledge of GOD and his promises, reveaicd to us in 
the gospel ; aud a harty confidence, that ali my sins ar$ 
forgiven, lor CHRIST’S sake.” 
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With all these testimonies, which are thevc’ce of nations 
I have the happiness to coincide. Only some of them are 
much stronger, in displaying and maintaining the special 
fidutia, or appioprinting persuasion. — From this view of 
things, you w ill at least allow, that the personal application 
of CHKIST, and the assured confidence in CHRIST, are 
not, (as they have very indecently been called) tin fictionof 
a uazy brain — Especially, as J apprehend, the determina- 
ons ot scripture, and the experience of scriptural saints, arc 
all on our side. 

'liter. You have now brought tlv rause to the proper 
bar. When a question so impoitant is debased, and an in- 
terest so momentous is concerned I cannot acquiesce in any 
authority less than divine. 1 cannot, and indeed I think 
we ought not. Nothing should satisfy us on such an occa- 
sion, but the word, which is untiring and decisive ; the 
word by which wc arc to stand < r fail eternally. W lici.cc 
does it appear, that the detci ruinations of this divine word, 
arc on your side ? 

Asp. From the noblest description of faith, which lan- 
guage itself can ioim. The writer to the Ifebreivs , having 
the life of faith, the perseverance of faith, and the end or re- 
‘ ward of faith, proceeds to a definition of this leading grace. 
jh T oxoJaith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not $een *. — 'I he evidence, exhibiting not a fai t 
surmise, but a clear demonstration, both of invisible bles- 
sings, and of our right to enjoy them. — The substance re- 
alizing what is promised ; and giving us, as it were, a po‘- 
se-sion of good things that arc remote, a present possession 
of good things that are future. 

liter. What are those blessing's and these good things? 

Asp. I will inform my Theron , and in such a manner, 
from such passages, as shall fa. ‘.hi i ascertain mv representa- 
tion of faith.- -What says the Apostle of rite Gentiles? / 
■preached unto you the gospel *j\ — And what is the substance 
pf tins evangelical message ? (. 11RIST died for our sinsj. 


* He L, J£j. *. 

r Cc\ w« i. T j Or. atv. 3, 
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'1'Jiat so exalted a person as the SON of GOD, and LORD , 
of glorv, should die, is wonderful- -that he should die for 
sins, rhe most abominable objects, and for sinners, the most 
detestable creatures, is abundantly more wonderful — that 
he should die, not for sins in general, but for our sins in 
particular, this is inexpressibly wonderful, and at the same 
time inexpressibly comfortable — Here we have the gospel 
in this proposition, CHRIST died for sins. Here we have’ 
faith and its principal acting, expressed in this proposition, 
CHRIST died for our sins. 'Fill the former is preached, 
the doctrine is not gospel; till the latter is believed, it 
should seem from St. Paul’s account, the conviction is not 
fa. th. 

Let me produce another instance, extracted, like the pre- 
ceding, from the rolls of heaven. This is the record, that 
G«>D hath given to us, eternal Jife * ; not proposed it, on I 
know nor what conditions, but have given. Freely and 
fullv ; without anf reserve ; and with a liberality suited to 
Ins incomprehensible goodness, be hath given the richest at 
all gifts ; and not to some only, or to others, but to us even 
to us. 

flier. To us, that is, to the apostles and their fellow- 
saints. As the epistle was written by an Apostle ; it is 
certainly addressed to men of like mind ; to the saints that 
are upon the earth, and such as excel in virtue. 

4sp. True : but was eternal life given to them, because 
they were Apostles? No, verily; but because CHRIS F 
died for them. — Did CHRIST die for them, because they 
excelled in virtue ? In no wise ; but because they were 
miserable sjnners. — Eternal life was purchased from them, 
When they were sinners. It was consigned over to them, 
when they were sinners. And neither the purchase, nor 
the gift, were founded on their being saints, but aimed at 
. making them so. 

That CllRISr died for our sins — that GOD hath given 
to us eternal life — these are the blessings, of which faith is 
the evidence ; these the good things, or which faith is the 


f i John, v 4 Q* 
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tubstance. This is the honey in the evangelical hive: and 
1 am at a loss to conceive, i how it is possible to taste the 
honey, without some appropriation of tiie good tilings to 
ourselves. — This appropriation, if I mistake not, is compre- 
hended in the several figurative descriptions of taith, which 
occur in holy writ. 

Ther. Favour me with some of those descriptions. I 
begin to see a peculiar beauty, and an unequaled richness, 
in the figures ot scripture. Nothing yields me a more re- 
fined pleasure, than to investigate and discover the exact 
sense of those instructive images. It is somewhat like 
kindling the consecrated incense : which, when rising in a 
flame, diffused light, when spreading in clouds of fragrance, 
distributed refreshment. 

. Asp. Faith is styled, a looking unto JESUS*. But if 
we do not look unto J ESUS, as the propitiation for our sins, 
what comfort or what benefit can we derive from the sight? 
A receiving .of CHRIST f. Cut can I have any pretence 
to receive him, and take possession of his merits, unless I 
am convinced, that they are offered or given to me ? This 
is what neither the dictates of conscience will allow, nor 
the laws of reason authorize. — A resting upon CHRIS! 
But how can we rest on a surety, if we have no persuasion, 
that he has interposed on our behalf ? Or how confide in a 
payment, which wc believe to be made for others, not for 
ourselves? Surely, Theron, when I rest upon an object, I 
use it as my support. When I receive a girt, I take it as 
my own property. And when the Israelites looked unto 
the brazen serpent, they certainly regarded it as a remedy, 
dach particular person for himself. , 


* iieb. Jti'u 2. + John i. it. 

« 

J I 'find two wojfds iijthr original, whijfrh e^prefles the privilege and the duty e>r rdjtfng 
$ n CHRIST, which implicit iucna itate of acqmeitcncc, « hiente# the ciahtuyrs otew* 
Jtience, and «o*npoUs the peiturbai .on of the ipmt ; which Ijgiufu the uirelhiucni *{*d 
tepofc of a weary pilgrim; when he arrive* at die end of hi> journey, and is kukdtor 
J4l« in a lecurc, commodious, habitation. Ijaf. xxxvti. 7, (fat. xxvuh 

It it not polfihnt, f‘a\s Mr, fioitou, to conceive a fom reft. itu ’on CMRJbl' for ialvauoo, 
^ Without a per liiarion, that tt (hall have life, and iaivafioh through him,** And I may 
#dd, it it equally mipolimte, without f.,cl»a pcitaahon, to enjoy the u-qu*eiocnc.; or obtan* 
'the repolc, hinted itt itw afonem&itioBitil tents. 
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Ther. To cast ourselves upon CHRIST as an all-suffici- 
ent SAVIOUR ; and rely on him. for our whole salvation ; 
is not this real faith ? This is what 1 heard, sometime ago* 
from a celebrated pulpit. 

/tsp. The persuasion, that CHRIST is an all-sufficient 
SAVIOUR, is undoubtedly a persuasion of what is true. 
But is short of the truth, ! or which I am pleading. Neither 
docs it come up to the faith, by which I am saved ; unless 
I honor his declared good-will, as weli as his own-sufficient 
power ; aud on the authority of the former, regard the latter 
as my own. 

You credit one part of the report, that CHRIST is a suf- 
ficient SAVIOUR, on the the testimony of GOD who can- 
not lie. Why should vou not ere lit the same authentic tes- 
tifier *, when he repeatedly declares, that this SAVIOUR, 
with all his sufficiency, is really given to you ? So given* 
that your most confident appropriation cannot be diap- 

• , j -V* 

pointed. 

This is what was taught, from the pulpit of infallibility j 
and by those first of preachers, who spake as the HOLY 
GHOST gave them utterance. Let the convinced sinner, 
and the afflicted soul, trust in the name of the LOUD, and 
stay upon his GOD. Lei him not only reverence CHRIST, 
as the incarnate GOD, and therefore mighty to save ; but 
look upon CHRIST as his GOD, and thereby made re- 
demption to him in particular. Thus let him lean upon the 
ROCK f of ages, without indulging a doubt, concerning 
his right to make use or it, or the possibility of its tailing 
bim. 

Ther. To cast ourselves upon CHRIST then, according 
to your explanation,* denotes an application of his saving 
merit to ourselves. 


* The LORI?, fpeaking by the prophet /,W/, fesms to Wonder, that any can doubt af 
bit will, after they have hrard his tall “ tUureJbrc r vhen 1 came, was there no man, an i 
L token I tallti was that n we toanfwer * Jjat. 1 Sure it »«mII he owing to feme iuk 
* picionot tfty power ru ia\e. With refped to my wiiiirupieis. ihrte ran be r>o room fa* 

tarnation My rail puts t!»*.s matter beyond all a double doubt/' therefore he pro* 

m the following woria *■> go e molt uuqnsiluj>able proof* uumipaiwtgr* 
-ft my hxnd'Jhartttitit) that i cannot redeem ? &c, 

f lfai. L i®* > i 
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Jsp. lo cast ourielves upon CHRIST; to cast our bur- 
den, or to cast all our care f upon the LORD ; are Meta- 
phors, which may receive some elucidation, from an inci- 
dent recorded in the acts. Wheu the mariners and passen- 
gers, which sailed with St, Paul, saw their vessel shattered; 
saw the waves prevailing ; saw no hope of safety from con- 
tinuing in the ship ; they cast themselves ; upon the floating 
planks. They cast themselves upon the planks without 
any scruple, not questioning their right to make use of 
them; and they clave to those supporters with a chearful 
confidence §, not doubting but, according to the Apostle’s 
promise, they should escape safe to land. — Be this what 
people mean, when thev speak of venturing or casting 
themselves upon CHRIST, and I approve of the expression, 
I subscribe the doctrine |(. It speaks what I wish for my 
jhriend, for myself, and for my fellow sinners. 

. Let us shift our situation, and view the point in another 
light. Consider the blessed and glorious object of our 
faith.— CHRIST is represented by the similitude of bread, 
heavenly bread, for the hungry soul. Faith is characteriz- 
ed by eating the food. Can this be done without a person- 
al application ? — CHRIS T is held torth under the image 
of living waters, ever rutting, and always free for the thirsty 
appetite. But let them run ever so copiously, let them be 
presented ever so freely, they will neither quench the thirst, 
nor refresh the spirits, unless t 'ey are drank To do 
this is the business of faith. — CHRIST is described as a 


+ » Pet. v. 7, t A xxvii. 43. 

5 It t« queried, whether thefe people clave with a chearful confidence.— *fo which I 
infwer- its* certain, that notwithilanding their perilous fituation, they were all of good 
^ijtaar* How they could, in fuch circumftances, be fo aife&ed, is difficult to apprehend.-— 
However, they made ufe of the planks, without any demur as to the matter of night; and 
clave to them as confidently, as if they had been bought with their money, and marked 
With their name. Ttys confidence of appropriation, »ot the alfimmce ‘of luccefs, 1* the 
thing bo be ill uft rated. 

« Such was the do€lrine, taught by that judicious writer Mr. Bofton, ** This blood 
w is for use, fays the believer; for my pardon, my peace, my fan&ifimion. And there# 
4 * fore 1 will venture my all upon for tune and for eternity*' 1 

t Thus the Church of England explains thofe myljcrious ejtprefl&on*, whofo eatath nay 
feflti, tod drinketh m y blood. 
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garment, to clothe the naked, and beautify the deformed. 
Faith is expressed, by putting on this commodious garment, 
and wearing this beautiful robe. Can any idea, of anv ex- 
pression, more strongly denote an actual appropriation ? 

Then It is' evident, that many holy people in former 
ages, were not possessed of assurance.— What is the lan-- 
guage of David ? It is all despondency. 1 am cast out of 
the sight- of thine eyes. To the same melancholy tune is the 
harp of Asaph strung. Is his merer) clean gone . for ever 
Doth his promise fail for evermore ? — -The same jealous and 
distrustful air breathes in the complaint of the church. The 
LORD hath forsaken me, and my LOUD hath forgotten me . 
--Why then should Aspasio set up a rule, which was too 
high to be reached, and too strict to be observed, even by 
those eminent saints ? 

Asp . You should rather ask ; why have the best judges,' 
and the most exemplary Christians, in their several writings 
set up this rule ? \lriy have th* Apostles of our LORD, and 
the SPIRIT of our GOD, speaking in the bible, set up thig 
rule ? — To which 1 might reply ; beeause it is, of all pre- 
cepts, the most beneficial. Therefore,' they have not so 
much set it up, under the notion of a strict rule ; as they 
have set it forth, under the character of an open door for the 
chief of sinners. 

Your complaint, when put into its proper language* seems 
to run thus ; “ Why must we be obliged to proceed upon 
“ , GOD V bare word ? why must we be obliged to trust in, 
“ CHRIST alone, or to assure ourselves of salvation bv 
“ HIM ?” Whereas, instead of a complaint, it should be 
matter of exultation. We should rather express ourselves 
in this manner ; “ Bless the LORI), O my soul ; that I a 
** sinner, a vile sinner, should be allowed to take CHRIST 
u alncl all his salvation, as my own ; and thus to assure my* 
** self of pardon, holiness, and glory.” 

This blessing waa certainly enjoyed by the holy men of 
old. But like every other species of felicity in this world, 
it was enjoyed after an imperfect mariner.— They had an 
assured persuasion of GOD’s present favor, and of theii' 
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own final happiness. Nevertheless, this assured persuasion 
Was liable to the assaults, both Of outward temptations, and 
of inward corruptions. Which might, tor a while, impair 
its vigour, or eclipse its lustre, though not destroy its being. 
As, under a transient swoon, the spirits tail, the colour de- 
parts, but the vital principle subsists. 

You may farther observe, concerning those pious persons, 
that, when they cease to exercise the confidence of faith, 
they lament the failure; I said, this is my infirmity 
They chide themselves for it ; Why art th>u cast down O 
my soul ? — They encourage them, elves against it ; Hope in 
COT) f , it is thy unquestionable privilege. — IIow could 
they do this ? bu what grounds, or from what motive ? If 
they had no persuasion, that their ransom was paid, and 
their GOI) reconciled. Consequently, that all their doubts 
were an injurv to his fidelity and to his goodness. 

Nay, the church, even under het daikest apprehensions, 
sdll speaks the sentiment, still retains the grace, for which 
I am pleading My LORD, uttered with her lips, argue, 
an applicatory faith in her heart. — So copious and pregnant 
are the evidences of this precious doctrine ! It is confirmed 
by that very passage, which was produced foritsconiu- 
tation. 

Ther. If this be the sentiment of the church in general, 
it is also tile temper oi her particular members ? was each 
of them animated by this firm and lively faith ? 

Asp. Let these particular persons appear, and answer for 
themselves. — Hear the declatatio.i 01 the Psalmist ; Bless 
the LOB DO my soul, and all that is within me, bias his ho - 
( y name J. W hat is the cause of tins holy transport, and 
devout praise ? Is it, because GOD possibly may, because 
he probably will ? No ; but because HE actually does for- 

5 ive : Who foigiveth all thine iniquities. — Take notice of 
ob's bditf, and J )b’s support,* amidst his unexampled 
sufferings. / know that my BEDE EM Ell liveth ; not only 
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that there is a Redeemer, blit that he is, together with all 
his saving benefits, tnine. Which being a truth so sweet 
and delightful, is expressed a second time > whom. / shale 
see for myself*,, to my own advantage, and for mine Own 
comfort. I shall see him exerting his. almighty power and 
Infinite mercy, to rescue my body from the grave, and to 
deliver my soul from hell. — What was Habakkuk’s security, 
amidst the threatening, the tremendous, the triumphant ma- 
lice of his own, and his country’s enemies ? 7 he LORD 
GOD is my strength. He says not, I wish, I pray for the 
divine favor, and the divine succour ; but I am persuaded, 
they both are mine ; my inestimable portion, and my invi- 
olable safeguard. He zcill make my feet like Hind's feet, so 
that I shall escape from all danger ; and he will make me 
walk upon mine high places, beyond the reach of every 
evilf. 

7 her. Is this thF language of believers under the New 
Testament dispensation ? 

■ Asp. Under every "dispensation, Theron. — They who 
lived before the law, were persuaded J of the promises ; had 
not the least distrust with regard to the certainty of their 
performance. Nay ; they embraced them as their own 
they received them with a particular application ; and hug- 
ged them, as it were, to their very souls. — They who lived 
under the law could say ; As far as the East is from the 
West , so far hath he removed our transgressions from pts 
— Our transgressions ; he hath removed ; from us. - This 
is the acknowledgement, not of David alone, hut of the 
Jewish church. Every true Israelite either made it, or was 
authorized and exhorted to make it.-— And can you imagine 
that, in the days of the gospel, when our advantages are 
greater and our light is clearer, our faith should be weaker?/ 
St. Peter makes a profession, which excludes all doubting ; 
“ I am a witness of the sufferings of CHRIST, and also a 
ff partaker of the glory that shall be revealed ff. St. Paul 
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answers in the same heroic strain ; “ I am persuaded that 
“ neiti er lift , nor death, nor any creature, shall be able to 
*' seper. te me horn ihe love of GOD, which is ia CHRIST 
“ JESUS my LORD f.” With both which, the confes- 
sion of faith recorded by St. Luke, is exactly correspondent ; 
“ We beliei e that, through the giace of the LORD JESUS 
“ CHRIST, we shall he saved even as they J.'* 

Ther, Was not this a privilege peculiar to the Apostles ? 

Asp. By no means. All believers are brethren, and have 
like precious faith — St. Paul congratulates himself and the 
Christians at Ephesus, with these delightful words ; “ In 
“ whom we have redemption, through his bl< od, even the 
“ forgiveness of sins. 1 ’ Forgiveness he mentions, not as a 
blessing proposed for their acquisition, but as consigned 
over to their souls, and manifested in their consciences. 
Their present poition, as well as their future plea. — St 
Peter exhorts all his converts, dispersed in various paits of 
the world 3 “ Gird up the loins of your mind, and hope to 
the end or, as the word should rather be translated, hope 
perfectly, hope assuredly, for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of JESUS CHRIST j). Man - 
tain, not a dim, but a blight hope j not a wavering, bt > 
steady expectation, of eternal life. That free, but 1 
gift of which the LORD JESUS, at Jus second cornin'’, 
will certainly make you partakers. — The Apostle, wiitui<; 
to his Hebrew converts, encourages them ali to hold fast the 
ponndence — 

7 her. Confidence ! This is a strong and bold word. It 
lias sometimes given me a little disgust. Bpt recollecting, 
that it is scriptural, I made no objection. However, i 
woujd gladly know, to what it refers. 

Asp. T° their final and everlasting salvation. It is ex- 
plained by the sacred wiitcr himself. Knowing, that ye 
have in heaven, a better and a more enduring substance.— 
This is the confidence, which they arc excited to hold fast, 
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He adds, and the rejoicing of hope, firm unto the end f. — • 
"Whence it appears, that a hope amounting to confidence, 
and the joy which naturally results from such a hope, were 
the common portion of Christians ; possessed, not barely by 
.some few exalted saints, but by the followers of JESUS in , 
general. — 1 might bring many more instances. But why 
should I multiply proofs ? Since the beloved disciple de- 
clares ! These things have l written unto you, that believe 
on the name of the SON of GOD, that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life J 

7 her. True, Aspasio. This coincides with my apprehensi - 
ons. f he scriptures were written — first that we may believe, 
and be entitled to eternal life — next, that we may have the 
i dedi*(.’ of our belief, and a consciousness of our title. — 

’! V Apostle supposes his correspondents to possess the for- 
:i, • r, yet out to have attained the latter. , 

.!?'>. Is it certain, that he makes such a supposition? He 
■v', ires, l imagine, not with a view of leading them to ei- 
ther, out of confirming them in both — He intimates, that 
Sbe privilege and the comfort should go together. Jf we 
believe, that CHRIST is our surety; we would be persuad- 
ed, that he has paid our debt, and satisfied justice to the 
very uttermost farthing. If we believe, that CHRIST is 
our bridegroom; we should rest assurer', that his righteous- 
ness,. his inheritance, and his kingdom are ours. And why 
should we fake pains to separate, what GQD’s word and 
the very nature of things have united ? Will this turn to 
our advantage ? Must it not issue in our loss? — Besides, 
according to your own interpretation, whoever falls short 
of this cheating knowledge, falls short of one great end 
tor which the scriptures were written. He receives not his 
full reward , He only gleans, where he might reap; or ra- 
ther, he is tossed on the ocean : whereas, they that believe „ 
have gained the port ; have dropped their anchor; and en- 
ter into rest §. 
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7 her. Believed! What! That our sins are laid upon 
CHRIST? That he was obedient in our stead? That all 
spiritual blessings are , thereby procured for our — even for 
our enjoyment ? Is this the faith, which the Apostle 
means ? 

Asp. The blessings you have enumerated, are the sum 
and substance of the gospel. And I know of no other 
justifying faith, but that which relates of the gospel, and 
believes its report *. Nor can I think, that any other be* 
lief will administer the tranquility, or produce the rest, spe* 
cified by the Apostle.— But why this insignificant expres- 
sion, 7 think f Hear a better judge, and a more authentic 
witness. Hear what a celebrated divine and an admired 
poet says, upon the subject. Who has very happily stated 
the true nature. of faith ; that great duty, and great privi- 
lege, of the gospel 1 

O ! for a firm, a lading faith, 

Tp credit what the Almighty faith ! 

T> embrace the promife of his fort, 

And call the joys of heaven out own ! 

Our own ! If we omit this circumstance, how poor and 
mean a thing is faith! Unworthy to be distinguished, as 
the leading doctrine of the whole bible. Scarce worthy pf 
a single w;sh from any one, or of another word from us-— 
If we do not comprise this in our faith, what do we more 
than apostate spirits ? They are persuaded, that CHRIST 
and his benefits are bestowed on the elect, on tj^convert- 
ed, on believers. But they cannot believe, that GOD gives 
<TIR!ST and all -spiritual benefits to them, They have no 
ground for calling these blessings their own, 

* Here; I find, lies the core and root of our , controversy.. 
This is the ' precise point to be settled ; what it is to be- 
lieve? What is, included in this very important word:-* 
This question, might renew pur dispute, and cause the past 
arguments to recur. , Whereas, I would gladly get .rid of 
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disputation. We havfc already been too long .detained im 
these disagreeable paths.': However, since you have given 
the occasion, let me avail myself of another text or two.-*— 
For I would willingly drive this nail to the head ; and, not 
leave my friend unconvinced, on a subject of the utrribst 
consequence. 

The LORD declares by his prophet, /, even 1 am he, 
that blotteth out their t*an$gre&siMt. To beiicve, is to sub- 
scribe this declaration ; to subscribe with our hand, and 
profess from our heart, “ LORD it is done, as thou hast 
“ said.” — Faith is, it I may so speak, the echo of. the di- 
vine voice. It eagerly catches, and punctually reverbe- 
rates the joyful sound. Does God say, thou art my people? 
faith replies, tuou art my GOD : not hately ' desiring, but 
confidently averring, an interest in his favor. This expla- 
nation of faith, is given us by a wisdom, which cannot be 
deceived; by a fidelity, which cannot deceive Once 
more. Our LORD, bears this testimony concerning Fho- 
mas ; Thomas, thou hast believed. Now then, I think, we 
have an infallible touchstone. Provided vve can discover, 
what that; is, which JESUS CHRIST calls believing. — • 
Whatever it be, it is the determination of truth itself ; and 
should pass for n verdict, from w hich there lies no appeal. 
And this, this is the confession, which Thomas made, and 
to which CHRIST refers; my LORD, and my GODf. — 
This, this expresses, what our divine MASTER calls be- 
lieving. When, therefore, vve confess with our lips, and 
ar'c persuaded incur hearts, that JESUS is our LORD, 
who bought us with his blood ; that JESUS is our GOD, 
Who will exert all his adorable perfections for our good ; 
then we truly believe. We believe, in our SAVIOUR’S 
sense of the word. We have that faith, which he allows 
to be genuine. , 


# Hof. li, *3* ft may not be implement, and ir vs'<}\ Jje- very comfortable to ob* 
.{it re; thftt jwiTagc tcinetU, not a vrtuuut m«t obed.eni* hut a wicked and rebeJUout 
Vaopkv CO}') co fa wiar.it seven them, who lw4 hitherto walked tc^c.ha n% bsfUl coorh*, 
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Ther. _ 1st diisthe constant language of faith > — Accord- 
ing to this account, there is no deference between the in- 
fant and the adult } between the newborn babe, and the 
ful-grown man in CHRIST. Your spiritual children, 
Aapasio, must be men- from their birth ; nay, born in all 
the vigour of manhood. Whereas, the Apostle makes an 
evident difference between the babes, the young men, and 
the fathers j between faith, the assurance of faith, and the 
full assurance of faith. If we are told of a Patriarch, who 
was strong in faith ; we read ot some Roman converts, 
who were weak in the faith ; and we hear our LORD 
speaking to disciples, wiio were fearful and of little 
faith. 

Asp. Between faith, and the full assurance of faith, the 
Apostle makes a difference. The one is the most exalft-d 
pitch, where the other is but an inferior elevation. Yet 
both are rounds of the same ladder. I don’t remember, 
that the sacred writer any where distinguishes between 
faith and assurance. Faith and confidence are jo-ned in 
the epistle to the Ephesians. It is the opinion ot the best 
critics, that the seme of the latter is included in the former. 
The critic’s opinion is confirmed by the Apostle's manner 
of speaking, we have access with confidence through faithf. 
Could yonder sun diffuse warmth through the air, if it had 
bo warmth in itself? Impossible ! No more could faith pro- 
duce confidence in the believer, if, iu its own natuie, it did 
not contain the same. 

The case of little faith, I think, may be explained from 
our LORD’S own ex; ostulation j O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt? Here was a faith, not only in 
CHRIST’S power, but also in bis will. Nay j here was an 
appropriating faith, by which the Apostle applied both to 
himself. — •“ J verily believe, that my divine MASTER is 
M able to preserve me, even though I venture fo tread upon. 
** this tempestuous sea. 1 am persuaded likevyise, that he 
“ will uphold me, and not suffer his servant to perish in 
“ the hazardous enterprise.” Nothing less than this could 
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have nro biced that hazardous enterprize, or have embold- 
ened him to walk upon the rolling billows* 

Do vou not discern, in this instance, some degree of per* 
sonal application, some real assurance of faith ? ’Tis true* 
this faith was violently assualted by doubts, and greatly in* 
feebled by fears *, yet still, it was of the applecatory kind, 
He can, he will, were expressive of its nature ; though the 
boisterous winds, and the terrifying appearance of things* 
almost drowned its voice, ®r stifled the words in their utter* 
ante. 

T/ter. If you allow no difference between faith and con- 
fidence, I am very sure, St John puts a difference between 
babes, young men, and fathers. 

'lap. He does, Theron. And so would I. Neither can 1 
think, of any thing more proper to explain my meaning, of 
establish my tenet, than your own comparison.-— In some 
fruitful family, you may see one child in leading-strings j 
another able to walK'by itself ; a third come home, improv- 
ed and cultivated, from the scool of literature. Observe 
their speech. One lisps out a few broken sentences » ano* 
ther talks'as learned to express himself, with tolerable pro- 
priety. Yet each speaks the same language, notwithstand- 
ing the various degrees of fluency in their utterance, or pu- 
rity in their diction. — So faith always speaks one and the 
same uniform language, Whether she lisps or stammers j 
whether she wiapers in faint accents, or raises her voice in 
a more manly tone* this is still the unvaried import of het 
speech ; GOD, even our own GOD, ivill give us his blessing 
Can you Target, how St. John addresses even his little chit* 
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merest the impartial crammer, not to forget ttm concefliou. We no where kipoHr* 
that a t j-ccdorti from all feirs, and a lupei n>ruv to all doubts, are ellrcmal to the believer, of 
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faithfulnds of GOD, pledged m hts word. This a&ofancc* w* allow* may be encumber* 

•4 with doubt*, and may contlift with lean, Jhrt Ibll U t$ aflurinc^real ailu ranee — — f 

aad proves itfelf to be luch, by oppofing and with thtconary principle j 
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dren ? 1 write unto you , little children , because your sms are 

FORGIVEN f- 

Ther. Will not this account discourage some, and offend 
others, whose experience comes short of any such persua- 
sion ? 

jtsp. T would not offend the meanest, nor discourage 
the weakest of my REDEEMER'S servants — As for of- 
fence ; that cannot be given, and ought not betaken, when 
all wc advance is stiictiy conformable to the unerring ora- 
cles. Whereas, to qualify and attenuate the scriptural de- 
scriptions of faith, complaisance to our own exoerience — 
to make the unhappy fluctuations and unworthy suspicions 
which possess the beasts of some particular Christians — to 
make them the rule of exj laining, or the meamie of en- 
forcing so capital a duty ; this, sure, would be an ofienceto 
GOD, an injury to his word, and detrimental to the wel- 
fare of souls. 

With regard to discouragement; I cannot conceive, how 
this should ensue, from informing sinners, that they have a 
right to apply CHRIST, and all CHRIST’S merits to them- 
selves : or from exhorting sinners to do this, without any 
hesitation, and with a resolute dependence. In this, case, 
to doubt is to be discouraged. As much as you want cer- 
tainty, so much you want consolation. The proper way to 
comfort these distressed people, is not to allow but to dissi- 
pate their doubts ; to blow away those dead ashes, that the 
smothered embers may shine and glow. 

Were we to inquire after the cause of that disquietude 
and despondency, which arc so common among modem 
professors, 1 am inclined to suspect, we should find it lying 
hid in their wrong- apprehensions both of CHRIST, and of 
faith.— Ihfcy look upon CHRIST, as a rigorous and forbid- 
ding monarch, who insists upon some hard terms and high 
qualifications. Whereas, Ins heart and his’ arms are ever 
open. His heart as open, as infinite love can set it ; his 
arms as open, as infinite merit can make them. — They look 
upon faith* as containing a possibility only, or at most a 
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probability of salvation through his name. It is with them 
a kind of per/idvcnturc. A situation of mind, fluctuating 
and pendulous. “ Perhaps, I may succeed, and beeternal- 
« ly blessed. Perhaps, I may be rejected, and eternally 
“ ruined.” Such a state ot suspense, in an affair of ever- , 
lasting consequence, cannot but create uneasiness and 

anxiety. _ t . 

This uneasiness and anxiety seem to have been little 
known in the earlier and better days of the Church. And 
why ? Because Christians were then exposed to the rage of 
persecution ?- Because they were placed -nearer the time of 
CHRIST’S personal abode on earth? I rather think, be- 
cause they were taught this particular and comfortable ap- 
plication of CHRIST and his righteousness. They exet> 
cisod a confident affiance on JltSUS, as their own RE- 
DEEMER ; and were shewn a more direct way to obtain 
this blessed confidence, than merely to search after their 
own renewed qualities. 

Thcr. Surely, Aspasio, in this particular you differ, not 
from me only, but from the generality ot the Orthodox. 

Asp. I am sorry to find my self under a. necessity ot dif- 
fering from any worthy persons, much more of disagreeing 
with the generality. This I can safely aver, that it is not 
from an affectation of novelty, or any fondness for disput- 
ing, but from a disinterested regard to the truth ot the gos- 
pel. 1 should be glad to have the concurrence of all the 
serous, and all the pious. But I dare not purchase their 
approbation, I dare not attempt a coahtion of sentiments, 
by diminishing the boundless riches ofgrace.or restricting 
the absolute freeness of salvation by CHRlb L . 

You are pleased to remind me of tne Orthodox. Pray, 
my dear friend, what is the standard of Orthodoxy is it 
the word of revelation ? This speaks once, yea twice, nay- 
.some hundreds of times in our favour.-ls it the doctrine 
of our reformers from property ? With these we jar not, 
but exactly hanuonize.-Is it to be taken from the old con- 
fessions of faith, and the catechisms of protestant ( hur- 
ches? To these we appeal, and have the sanction of their 
authority.— Has the modern way of treating and stating 
this momentous subject so much to alledge for its support . 







Let we farther ask— are we better than our fathers ? Is 
Christianity in a thriving condition, Or practical religion on 
the advancing band ? The reverse, the melancholy reverse 
is undeniably true.— When our writers enforced, and our 
preachers urged, what I am defending, professors were 
alive, and animated with the power of godliness. Where* 
as, now we ieem to be degenerated into the mere form,— 
We have a name to live, but are languid, listless, and it not 
d«ad *, y& ready to die.— It behoves Us therefore to const* 
dei, whether the declension, the decays, the unfruitfulness, 
so justly lamented in the present age, may not be owing to 
the absence of this appropriating belief, of this assured 
persuasion. 

A sweet assurance of pardon, a comfortable persuasion 
of our reconciliation with GOD, an established hope of 
eternal glory through JESUS CHRIST ; these will be 
operative in the soul, as “ a torch in the sheaf,” These 
will inkindle love, and increase watchfulness; these will 
beget the true humility of mind, and work an unfeigned 
abhorrence of sin ; these will inlarge the heart with chari- 
ty, and exalt the affections above the world. These are 
the proper, and the only effectual means of making the 
inan of GOD perfect, that is, thoroughly furnished to every 
good work f. 

But the doubting frame is not fitted to yield any of these 
fruits, Kay, I am apprehensive, there are several graces, 
which can hardly be exercised, several duties, which can 
be performed, so long as this spirit of diffidence 

Name them, Aspasio, 


acarseiy 

prevails. 

Ther. 
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Asp I am afraid, lest I should seem to arrogate the of- 
fice of a teacher } which neither becomes my condition, nor 
is agreeable to my temper. , 

Ther. I beseech you my dear friend, let us wave ceremo- 
nv, and have nothing to do with compliments. My soul is 
in jeopardy, My present comfort, and my everlasting hap* 
piness, are at a stalce. And shall we suffer any little punc* 
tilios to overbear such weighty considerations ? 

Suppose, you are a teacher ; I have great need, and am 
very desirous to become your scholar* cor I freely confess 
that, knowing as I may seem in other instances, I am very 
ignorant in the great peculiarities of the gospel. And a 
Heathen would reproach me, it 1 should choose to continue 
in ignorance, rather than submit to information. 

S 

Cur ntwrc , pudtns ptave quam dnurt nallcm * f 

Nay ; though I hawe read the Scriptures in a critical view, 
1 iave been an utter stranger to their spiritual meaning, 
litre, I am uninstructed as a babe ; here, therefore, I ought 
to be teachable as a babe. Yes ; in this -respect I would 
become as a little child, that 1 may enter into the know- 
ledge, and possess the privileges of the kingdom of hea- 
ven. 

Asp. Your answer, Theron, shall be a law . — Love to 
GOD, is tlie first commandment; and without all peradven- 
ture, is the principal grace. But, is it easy, is it possible tb 
love GOD, before we have any persuasion of his love to us? 
This is what the Apostles did not, could not do. And, If 
it exceeded their ability, it will doubtless be above the reach 
of our capacity. The thing may be attempted, the practice 
may be urged. We may see the necessity of it, and desire 
to perform it. But we shall never, never be able to exer- 
( cise it, till we have some comfortable apprehension of 
GOD’s reconciliation and good will to us, We love HIM 
—-Wherefore ? From what inducement ? Because HE. first 
lomi u> f i and because this love hath beep made evident 
to our consciences, by the light of faith. 
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Wiiat think you of delight in GOD ? This also is a Chris- 
tian grace ; of eminent distinction, and unsneak, iblo value. 
But how cat} two walk together, except they be agreed ? Wc 
never covet an intimacy with the person, who declares 
himself our enemy. Nav, if there be only a suspicion, that 
he bears us a secret ill will, we shall be jealous of trusting 
him, and averse to approach him. This was the case of our 
first parents, immediately after the fall. Inste id of drawing 
near to their CREA TOR, with pleasure and gratitude ; 
they lied from him with anxiety and terror. And why ? 
Because they were under the alarming apprehensions of his 
displeasure.— • "Whereas, let us once believe, what the Apos- 
tle affirms ; When wc were enemies , we wen: reconcil'd to 
GOD by the death of his SON*. Let us cordially credit, 
what the Prophet repeatedly declares; Therefore will the 
LORD wait that he may be gracious unto you ; and there- 
fore will he he exalted, that he may have mercy upon you f . 
Then we shall seek his lace with alacrity. Our affections 
will be on the wing to salute their Almighty BENEF AC- 
TOR. We shall joy in GOD through our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. 

Ther. To the enjoyment of many spiritual consolations, 
and the exercise of severaHclightful graces, I acknowledge 
an assured faith is necessary ; but — 

Asp. Ay, Thcron, you may well hesitate-. It will be dif- 
ficult to fill up the chasm in vour discourse. For my part, 
I know not any duty of holiness, which can be performed 
aright, without some degree of this confiding faith. — Wc 
are to walk worthy of HIM , who hath called us to his king- 
dom and glory %: but if we doubt, whether we in particular 
are called, how can this influence our conversation ? — We 
are to be followers of GOD, as his dear children |j. But if 
we do not, cannot, will not believe, so as to cry “ Abba 
f< FATHER,” how can such a consideration sway our. 
hearts ? — Nay ; upon what principles can such a person ad- 
dress himself to discharge any office of the Christian life ? 
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We are to abound in the works of the LORD, from the 
animating prospect of f a glorious resurrec ioo *. This he 
cannot do; because lie apprehends himself to have no lot or 
portion in the blessed hope. — We arc to open our hands ia 
charity to others, under a view of that heavenly kingdom, 
which was prepared for us before the foundation of the 
world f : We are ro cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
flesh and spirit, on account of those precious promises, 
which are freely given to us m CHRIST JESUS J: but 
where unbelieving doubts predominate, these endearing and 
invigorating motives are lo.it. The nun has no interest in 
the encouraging promises, has no title to the blis>ful inheri- 
tance ; consequently, these sinews ot evangelical obedi- 
ence, with respect to him, are benumbed, withered, dead. 

Once again ; a true Christian, instead of dreading, loves 
the day of CHRIST'S final and glorious appearing. St. 
Peter tells us, lie looks for it, with pleasing expectation, as 
Si sera’s mother’ for the return of her son. lie hastens to it 
in ardent desire, as the enamoured bridegroom to thewish’d- 
for hour of his nuptials. Which, I think can neither be ra- 
tionublc nor a prat ticable thing, unless we have some 
cheering and established Lope, that when he shall appear, 
wo shah be like iuai, and sec him as he is. 

77/er. Such a mam buy make f ravels and supplications. 
Though he cannot rejoke in the privilege*, he may request 
them at the thr me of grace. 

Asp. Prayer is a great duty, and ps grcit a pri/ilege. I 
wish my dear 'Micron the spit it of giace and supplication. 
This will be better, incomparably better and more advanta- 
geous, than a key to hidden treasures. Bat hoe/ can you 

E with humble boldnow, or with licdv hope, unless you 
*ve f Believe, that CHRIST is your Uign-i\'ie>l , is 
your intercessor with the FATHER ; and, with all the in- 
cense of Ms infinite merit, presents your petit.ons ? Then, 
ana then only, can you have, what the Apostle calls, bold- 
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ness and access with confidence *. Take notice of these 
vigorous expressions ; and at your leisure consider, whether 
they countenance the suspicious and misgiving temper. At 
present observe, how yonder lark warbles and mounts in 
the firmament $ as if she was bidding adieu to the earth, 
and going to mingle with the skies. An image this, of be- 
lieving prayer > Should a fowler shoot the soaring songster 
through the wing, how would she fall from her elevation, 
and flutter on the ground ! An emblem that, of distrusting 
prayer. 

I know not how to leave this subject, without attending 
to the testimony of St. James .* than which, nothing can be 
more awful, and nothing more decisive. It should really 
alarm the doubting disposition, as much as any solicitation 
to the most horrid sin. It should alarm the whole religious 
world, as much as the Beacons, suddenly kindled and all on 
a flame, would alarm the inhabitants of the maratime coasts. 
“ Let him pray in faith, nothing doubting f i f° r he that 
“ doubteth is like a wave of the sea, driven by the wind and 
tost.” Nay j the Apostle adds — and it is an addition 
greatly to be regarded. It should abide with weight on our 
consciences. For it comes from a casuist, who could nei- 
ther be too indulgent, through an access ot compassion j 
nor too rigorous, through an extravagance of zeal — let not 
that man, the doubting supplicant think, that he shall re- 
ceive any thing of the LORD 

Never then, my worthy friend, never more be an advo- 
cate for doubtings. Pursue them with fire and sword 
Give them no quarter. Deal with them as Saul was com- 
manded to treat the Amalekites. 

Ther, Do you then assert, that none can be a true believ- 
er, or find acceptance with GOD, if he be liable to any 
doubts ? 

Asp. Far be the thoughts from my heart, farther still the- 
asseii$Qtt from my lips.-— That there is no doubting in faith 
I aver ; and so does common sense ; and so will every 
thinjetnf person. To receive CHRIST, and doubt of it, is 
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impossible. To believe, that GOD hath given to us eter- 
nal lift*, and at the same time to doubt of it, is self contra- 
dictory in short ; to doubt of what we believe, is utterly* 
inconsistent. — Yet, though their is no doubting in true fa>th, 
there may be many doubts in the true believer. Because, 
he does not always exercise his faitfi, and never is perfect in 
his faith. He knows and enjoys, only in part. 

So far from asserting, what jou suggest, that I verily 
think, there is not a believer on earth, whose faith is wholly 
free from intervals of failure, or from the assaults of doubt* 
ing. Corruption, inbred corruption, fixes its canorous 
tooth in this, as well as in every other gilt of grace. The 
most advanced saint, who can steadily say, LORD , / be- 
lieve j has reason to add, help thou mine unbelief ! — This 
however I maintain, that all kinds and every degree of 
doubting, are no less sinful, than they arc prejudicial. — 
They are what the gospel censuies, condemns, iorbids*,— * 
They are what chTTstians must renounce ; oppose j and 
treat, not as occasional enemies, but as irreconcilable ad- 
versaries. To these we must offer no conditions of peace, 
but, like Hannibal at the altar, swear perpetual wan 

Methinks, I would borrow the fine figurative language 
of the Church : which, if it has not a direct reference 10 
this subject, may very properly be accommodated to it — 
Take us the foxes, those little foxes. 1 hey are little in size, 
and seem not very formidable. But they are extremely 
mischievous, and spoil our vines. They prey upon our 
comfort ; they cat away the vigour of our obedience ; and 
make all our graces a mere dwarf, if not a dead shrub# 

Oo 
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See: , Theron ! See yonder black and low-hung 
c loud ! it points this way. It is big with a shower ! It 
marches on apace ; and will soon be over our heads. We 
must instantly fly to shelter. 

1 her. It is well we have this summer-house for our shel- 
ter. The thickest boughs would be insufficient to screen us. 
I think, I never saw a more impetuous burst of rain. A 
shower ' No, ’tis a descending deluge. The large, ropy, 
reeking drops, come down like a torrent ^.—Surprising 1 
What a dreadful Jlash was there ! a sheet of sulphureous 
Ere, launched from the dismal gloom, and wraping the 
whole skies in a blaze ? — Not a moment’s interval, between 
the lightning’s rage, and the thunder's roar. How sudden 
and vast the explosion 1 What a deep, prolonged, tremend- 
ous peal ensues ! it seems, as if the poles of earth, and the 
pillars of nature cracked. 

See, my dear Aspasio ! See the direful havock ; the hor* 
rid effects of this elemental y tumult. — Yonder oak, which 
J eared its towering head aloft, and spread wide its graceful 
branches, is, in the twinkling of an eye, turned into a nak- 
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cd trunk . There it stands, singed and tore ; stripped of its 
verdant honors *, and surrounded with its own shattered 
fragments. How fearful is the artillery of heaven ! 

Asp. And why— why did not the blow fall on this guilty 
head ? Why was not the fiery bolt, which flew so near, 
commissioned to pierce our hearts ? — If our heavenly FA- 
1 HER has been so tenderly careful of these perishing bo- 
dies, will he not be much more gracious to our immortal 
souls? Will he not clothe them with that immaculateTobc, 
which is the only security from the stroke of eternal ven- 
geance ? — And Jet me ask, can this be a security to us, un- 
less we are vested with it ! Could this building, though 
Very substantial, have secured us from the rushing rains, if 
yve had not betaken ourselves to its friendly covert ! 

CHRIST is represented, in the prophecy of Isaiah, by 
this very image ; as a place of refuge, and a* a covert from 
the storm and from rain f . That is, his merits and death 
are a sure protection, from the curse of the law, and the 
damnation of hell. No fury of the elements so terrible as 
these ; no bulwark of stone so impregnable as those. — If 
this is a proper emblem of CHRIST, to what shall we lik- 
en faith ? To a persuasion, that the shelter of the summer- 
house is free for our use ? To a high esteem of its accom- 
modation, an earnest desire after its protection, or an habi- 
tual tendency towards it ? — Would this defend us from the 
inclemencies of the weather? Would this keep us dry, 
amidst (what you call) the descending deluge ? Would- this 
esteem, desire, or tendency, unless carried into actual en- 
trance and possession, be a proper safeguard, or indeed any 
manner of advantage* to our persons? 

Ther. No, Aspasio ; neither would a persuasion that the 
$utnmer-hou$e is mine. 

Asp. True: but a belief that CHRIST is mine, is like 
entering the summer-hou.se. When the divine SPIRIT te- 
Veftls the grant of an all-sufiHenl SAVIOUR,, made and 
tendered io me a sinner—when I am enabled to confide in 
cfeathj as the reconciliation for. my iniquities j and in hi* 
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oht dicnce, as the matter of my justification-— when I live 
in the exercise of this realizing, appropriating faith — then I 
make that use of CHRIST, and receive that benefit from 
him ; which correspond with the repose and security, we 
now enjoy amidkt this hospitable structure. Then, as the 
prophet Isaiah speaks, I enter into the chambers , the cham- 
bers 'of peace and satiation, and shut the doors about me*. 

'Iher. May I then, from this instant, look upon Christ, 
his glorious person, his perfect righteousness, and his preci* 
ous death, as my certain inheritance ? May I firmly believe, 
that in this immen'ely meritorious REDEEMER, I have 
pardon of sins, the promises of the gospel, and all spiritual 
blessings, granted unto me w ithout any condition or any re- 
serve ? 

i. Why should you not believe all this firmly ? You 
have the same reason to believe with a steady confidenc, as 
to believe with any degree of affiance. It is the free pro- 
mise of the gospel, ’addressed to sinners, that warrants the 
latter ; and the very same promise, under the same cir- 
cumstanses of unmerited munificence, authorizes the for- 
mer. 

You have heard my opinion, hear now what our LORD 
himself says ; let hint that is athirst , come ,* and whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life Jreelr j . The water of 
life is that, which produces, maintains, and strengthens the 
life of GOD m the soul. An office, which nothing can 
.perform, but those spiritual blessings, you have just been 
mentioning. These let the thirsty, let the sinner, let who- 
ever will, take ; as freely, as he makes use ot the most com- 
mon refreshments ; as freely, as he drinks of the running 
stream. This is the royal proclamation. — 

Hear his gracious invitation. Look unto me, and be ye 
saved J. ; saved from your disquieting fears, by justification ; 
• saved fropi yom domineering corruptions, by sanctificati- 
on i saved from every evil, by complete and eternal re- 
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demption. To whom is this most affectionate call direct- 
ed ? Not to a few distinguished favourites only, but to all 
the ends of the earth. None are excepted ; none are pro- 
hibited : and can my Tlieron imagine, that he is excluded ? 

Nayfaithcr; hear our LORD’S earnest entreaty; hear 
his tender and repeated importunity; “As though GOD 
“ did beseech you by us ; we pray you, in CHRIST'S stead, 
“here reconciled to GOD*'." Hark! 'Tis the voice of 
infinitely condescending love, speaking bv his Ambassador, 
“ sinners, accept my great salvation. Enjoy what I have 
“ purchased for you, by mv dying agonies. I)o not sus- 
“ pcct my kindness, or refuse* mv gifts. This will wound 
** me deeper, than the spear which pierced my heart." — 
O! the grace of our exalted KING 1 He hows from his 
celestial throne. He almost kneels to his guilty” creatures. 
He begs, he even begs of obnoxious sinners, not to reject 
his mercies.— Alter ail this, can you entertain the least 
doubt. 'L heron, whether you have a penniss’on to believe 

firmly ? 

'Ihcr. This is extraordinary goodness indeed ! I have of- 
ten read these passages, but never saw them, till this hour, 
in a light so engaging, and so encouraging. 

Jfp. Should not this three-fold cord be strong enough 
to » t ".*ca i”'’ de-'r tiioi'd ; h t me add (what must absolutely 
sup-i '’h I'M » 'v*< I'f.v ) th« plain, cxpmrs, peremptory 
command of l 1 *'* Al. MIGHTY: “this is ins command, 
« that wc should 1 in ve on t»<e name of bis son JESUS’ 

CHRIST •[." Ih iv, examine the language; not he al- 
lows only; or haul) a.:.i‘.c‘. ; but he commands;}. Wc 
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are not only permitted, but strictly required. It is not only 
our privilege, but GOD’s positive injunction. — Upon the 
discovery of such a SAVIOUR, tncthinks every heart 
should cry ; tt O ! that I might be allowed to approach 
“ him ! To solicit an interest in him ! how gladly would l 
“ wait, ever so long a time, in ever so mean a posture, if 
“ I might at the last receive him as ray portion !”— The su- 
perabundant goodness of GOD, prevents our wishes, and 
exceeds our hopes. “ I freely give my SON, saitli the 
“ LORD, and all his riche* to you. I beseech you, as a 
“ compassionate fiiend, not to refuse him. I enjoin you, 
“ as an uncontroulablc sovereign, to believe on him.”— • 
Gracious ! most amazingly gracious is this command ! And 
give me leave to hint, it is the greatest, the most important 
command, that ever issued from the throne of glory. If 
this he neglected, no other can be kept; it this be observ- 
ed, all others will be .easy. 

Now Theron, shall we not receive CHRIST, and look 
upon his all-sufficient merits, as our own? Is net our war- 
rant clear and unexceptionable? Nay, is nojt our obligation 
strong and indispcnsible ? Shall we still displease the most 
high GOD, and give him occasion to say ? How Ion# lotll 
this people provoke me? And how Ion » will it be, e'er tney b< - 
Iteve me, for all the signs which l hai e shewed amongst 
them *, and all the encouragements which J have given to 
them. 

.7 her. Is this command directed to sinners f ? Make 
this appear, and then I will readily own ; that a fullerproof 
of your point cannot be urged ; a stronger inducement to 
believe, cannot be produced. 

Asp. You set me a task, as easy, as it is pleasing. If I 
could not demonstrate this point, I should be at a loss to 
discover any glad tidings in the gospel. I mention not the 
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Jaylorof Philippi, who was prevented in the very act of 
suicide. I bass by the woman of Samaria, who lived in 
a course of fornication. I shall exhibit one proof only, 
which may serve instead of multitudes. Our LORD’S 
commission to his Apostles is, go ije info all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature Should you inquire ; 
what is the gospel ? We cannot have a better expositor, 
than the angel from heaven. Behold I bring good tidings. 
The tenour of which is ; to you is born a SAVIOUR, 
which is CHRIST the LORDf. A SAVIOUR, to de- 
liver you from sin, from hell, from every evil. This SAVl- 
OUR is the LORD; the great JEHOVAII manifested m 
your flesh; GOD himself, becoming incarnate, on purpose 
to accomplish the marvelous work.— Wherefore is this 
preached? Not to be the subject of speculation, but for the 
obedience of faith J. That men may shew their dutiful re- 
gard to the divine testimony, by believing it for themselves. 
The only obedience, that can be paid to such a report. — 
Therefore it is added, to you is bom. — But who are called, 
•thus to believe, thus to obey ? All the world ; every crea- 
ture. And can it be supposed, that all the world was 
holy? That every creature, was righteous? You well 
know, that, instead of being all righteous, there was none 
righteous, no, not one. They were altogether become 
abominable, and guilty before Gob. Yet was this obedi- 
ence of faith enforced on, and enjoined to them ; aborai* 
nable and guilty as they were. — To this agreeth the West- 
minster confession. “ GOD iroely offereth unto SINNERS 
r * life and salvation by JESUS CHRIST, requiring of 
them faith iu him, that they may be saved.” 1 

Ther. Truly, Aspasio, you put all my mistrustful appre- 
hensions logthe stand. I Iere is a proclamation from the 
blessed GOD — seconded by bis invitation — accompanied 
by his entreaty — enforced by his command —and all addres J 
sed to sinners. I know not what can be a fuller proof of 
your point, or a stronger inducement to believe. 
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Asp. Yes, my friend ; I c,tn p r <> luce (11 such a.thtng bC 
possible) stronger proof still. Such as, I hope, will totally 
rout unbelief, and drive al! her forces from the field. 

GOI) has not only invited us, entreated us, and com* 
Iftanded us, to live under the sweet persuasion, that hist 
SON is our SAVIOUR ; but lie as given us the grandest 
ratification of this precious truth. — He has passed his word; 
he has made us a firm promise ; nav, he ha* given, us many 
and variant promises, of this inestimable blessing. And 
GOD is not a man, that he should lie; or the son of man 
tjiat he ihou’d repent. Hath he said, and shall* he not do 
iff (Jr hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good*? 
Heaven and earth may drop into nothing, sooner than one 
promise, or indeed one jot or tittle of his promise, should 
fall to the ground. 

Besides this, he has given us, if T may so speak, a note 
under his own hand. He has recorded his promises in the 
bible, and written them with an everlasting pen. So that 
they will stand conspicuous and indelible, like a bill drawn 
upon heaven, and a basis laid for faith, so long as the sum 
and moon endure. 

Nay, he has confirmed all, by the m^st solemn sanction 
imaginable ; by his oath ; by his own oath ; by the oath ot 
a GOD. Though his word is sure, and his promise immu- 
table, he adds (astonishing condescension ! adorable benig- 
nity !) He adds hjs Oath to all.— He not only speaks, but 
swears; swears by himself; swears by his own eternal ex- 
istence ; that his promises belong — to reborn ? Mark this 
particular with the most exact attention, io whom do 
the promises belong, which are ratified in this inviolable 
manner ?■ — l'o the holy, the upright, the accomplished ?— 
This is what reason might imagine ; but this is not what 
revelation affirms. To those poor sinners they belong % oho; 
all obnoxious and undone, like murtherers before the officer 
•f justice, ha'ving nothing to plead, Jiy for rejuge. ily to 
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the, Asylum, the Sanctuary, the hope set before tin m * in the 
blond, the righteousness, the ineffable merits of CHRIST. 

Ther. May I then believe firmly believe; assuredly 
believe ; that JESUS the mediator, and all the promises of 
the gospel, all the benefits of his mediation, arc mine? 
Pardon me, Aspasio, for reiterating the question, f am 
really, with respect to the obedience of faith, too mucjjjikc 
that Saxon monarch, who for his remissness and mg 
was surnanted the unready f. 

Asp. I do more than pardon my Theron. I fee 

and I sympathise with him. Not because he haj 

dent evidence from the word of GOI), for the 4pjf|p5Tiat- 
ing persuasion, so necessary to his happine-.; jjjfiit Because 
1 also have experienced that preverse tendenc^^niy heart, 
to mistrust the infallible word of my GOD, aWllough he 
was less to be depended on than fallible man. 

Hut let us reflect a moment-^suppose any neighbour of 
substance and credit, should bind himself by a deliberate 
promise , to do you some patticular piece of service— if lu^ 
should add to his promise a note under his own hand —if 
he should corroborate both by some authentic pledge — if he 
should establish all by a most awful and solemn oath — 
could you suspect the sincerity of his engagement, or har- 
bour any doubt with regard to its execution ? This would 
be must unreasonable in any one; and to your generous 
temper, 1 am very certain, it would be impossible. — Let us 
remember, that COD has given us all this cause for an as- 
surance of faith, and more. Nay ; I will defy the must 
timorous aruLaiiipicioui tempt 1 , to demand from the most 
freac/tercruvKmt'U on earth, a greater, stronger, fullcy secu- 
rity, than tIPCOD of infinite (i Iclity has granted to you 
and me.- -Alter nil tin;, one would think, diffidence itself 
could no longer he .hate, nor the most jealous incredulity 
demur. Can we with-hold that affiant e from the unchange- 
able CREATOR, which we could not but jepu'e on a va- 
riable creature ? 
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7 her. You rouze and animate me, Aspasio. Q! .that I 
may, with the divine assistance, shake off this stupor of un- 
belief! Certainly, it can never be honorable to GOD, nor 
pleasing to CHRIST, nor profitable to ourselves. 

, Asp. If it be, then cherish it; maintain it; and never re- 
linquish it, — But how can it be honorable to GOD ? It do 
predates his goodness ; it is a reproach to his veracity ; nay, 
the Apostle scruples not to affirm, that it makes him a liar 
*, Whereas, by believing his testimony, we glorify his aith- 
fulripss; glorify his beneficence ; and, as John the Baptist 
-speaks, set to our sent. that. GOD is true •}*.— ~I have been 
informed, that, when the late elector of Hanover was de- 
clared, by the parliament of Great- Britain, successor, to the 
vacant throne ; several persons of distinction waited upon 
his highness, in order to make timely application fbr the 
most valuable preferments. , Several requests of this nature 
were granted, and each was confirmed by a kind of pro- 
missory note. *'©ne gentleman, particularly, solicited tor 
the mastership of the rolls. Being indulged in his desire,, 
he was offered the same- confirmation, which had been 
vouchsafed to other successful petitioners. Upon which, 
he seemed to be under a pang of graceful confusion and 
surprise ; begged, that he might not put the royal donor to 
such unnecessary trouble ; at the same time protesting, that 
he looked upon his Highness’s word , as the very best ratifi- 
cation of his suit.- — With this conduct, and this compli- 
ment, the elector was not a little pleased. “ This is the. 
“ gentleman, he said, who does me real honor ; treats me 
“ like a king i and whoever is disappointed, he shall cer- 
“ tainly be gratified.” So, the patriarch, ivfio staggered. 


» l John v. xc~ }J: that heUcveth not GOD, hath made him a liar. How, t>r 
wherein ? Becauft Be believetb not the rccoid, that GOD hath bore concerning hit i?0N« 
\j T hat U this record, Vhofc.dtfbo&f brings inch gu.lt upon u*. and puts' inch an atfVcmt 
vpon GOD ? It is this ; that GQD hath given to us eternal life, in and with his SOW. 
Not that he hath given the invaluable hinhug to iomr perlons, ddV'iqrt'ilhed ami pcculuuiy 
happy. Not that he hath giv$fl it to all the lamrs and all the TI.'s even uicn if 

reprobate minds believe, yet do thev not hereby let to their iba* OQD u. tunv- 
Therelore the proper belief is, that GOD hath giv*,u eternal bit IHL ptankiVd , and) 
to Ut in articular. So given it, tW we, «i$ well :» t! ey ? £rc v ,.\ and welcome 
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lint through unbelief, gate, and in the most signal, the most 
acceptable manner, glory to GOD*. Respecting him as 
a being, of boundh ss benignity, and eternal veracity 
Is it pleating to CHRIST ? — Quite the reverse. It dis- 
honors his merit ; it detracts from the dignity ot his righte- 
ousness; it would enervate the power of his intercession. 
Accordingly yog may observe, there is nothing which our 
LORD so frequently reproved in his followers, as this spi- 
rit of unbelief.— What bays he to his dssciples, when he 
Came dow n from the mount of transfiguration ? O faithless 
ami perverse f qcna at ion ! They were perverse, because, 
faithless. — What says he to the travelers, whom he over- 
took in their journey to Evmaus ? O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe j . 1 They were fools, because slow to belief. 
What say a he to the Apostles, alter his resurrection ? 
JESUS upbraided them with their unbelief §. He took, no 
notice of their cowardly and perfidious behaviour ; he in- 
veighed against none of their other follies and infirmities , 
but he upbraided them with their unbelief. Not gently re- 
buked. No; this was a fault, so unreasonable in itself, so 
jeproachfu) to their MAS 1 ER, so pernicious to themselves, 
that he scinxln reprimanded them for it ; with an air of 
vehemence, and w ith a mixture of invective. 

Is it profitable to oumehes ? — Nothing less. It damps 
our love, and diminishes our comfort. It subjects us to 
that fear, winch hath torment ; and disqualifies us tor that 
obedience, which is filial. In a word; this distrustful and 
unbelieving tamper weakens every principal of piety, and 
impoverishes the whole soul. — Whence come spiritual in- 
activity and remissness ? Whence proceed sterility and un- 
fruitfulness in the knowledge of CHRIST? St, Peter 
asqnbfts them all to an habitual unbelief. Such persons, he 
says, hair forgotten that they ucre purged from their former 
A forgetfulness oi this grand benefit is, to $very. 
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kind of practical godliness, like a lethargy to the powers of 
the body, or like a blast to the fruirs of the tree. . 

, Let us then, my dear friend, cast aumy this sin, which so 
'{.easily besets us both. It clogs our feet ; it hampers all our 
pbwers; and hinders us from runing with alacrity and 
speed ,*the race that is set before us. — What says David ? 

' GOD hath spoken in his holiness* ; hath made an express 
and inviolable promise, that I shall be ruler of his people 
Israel. / will rejoice therefore ; away with every alarming 
apprehension Notwithstanding all opposition, I will exult 
in hope. Nay more ; / will divide Shechem, and mete out 
the valley of Sut cot h ; I will look upon the whole land as 
my own. I will divide it, and dispose of it, just as if it 
was already in mv possession — Why should not you and I 
also say? GOD hath spoken in his holiness ; hath expressly 
and solemnly declared, the promise ; of an all-sufficient SA- 
VIOUR is to you. We will rejoice therefore ; confiding 
in this mostifoithful word, we will bid adieu to all disquiet- 
ing fears, and make our boast of this glorious REDEEM- 
ER, Yes; notwithstanding all our unworthiness, CHRIST 
and his atonement, CHRIST and his righteousness, are 
ours. GOD hath passed his word ; and his word shall 
stand for ever. Amidst all the fluctuations of our temper, 
and all the surges of temptation, this is our anchor. Its hold 
is firm, and its ground immoveable f. 

Ther. I have heard some people distinguish, between 
tjie faith of reliance, and the faith of assurance ; between 
the reflex and the direct act of faith. Methinks, I approve 
these sentiments, though I dislike the terms. The senti- 
ments are happily adapted, to the relief of human infirmi- 
ty ; though the teifrb are rather too abstruse, for ordinary 
, capacities to understand, 


* Halm U. 6, 

4 Thii very important do&rinc is more copiously difplayed, in a fermon of Mr; 
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Asp. I cannot say, that I am very fond, either of the one, 
or of the other. In my opinion, they both partake too 
much of the subtility of the schools; and are more l.kcly 
to create perplexity, than to administer godly edifying.— 
Tor which reason, I should choose to drop the difficult 
phrases, and not to dwell on the nice distinctions. Yet, if 
we must not dismiss them, without some notice, I would 
just remark — 

That the faith of reliance, in its true scriptural sense, in- 
cludes or presupposes a degree of assurance. — Includes; 
for what is reliance, but a repose of the mind, which is at- 
tended wit!) tranquility, and excludes perturbation ? IIow 
can this take place, if there be no sort of conviction, that 
the LORD is my light and my salvation ? --Presupposes; 
for, who would rely on a satisfaction made, without being 
parsuaded, that the satisfaction is for him and his iniqui- 
ties ? reliance, separated from this persuasion, seems to be 
neither comfortable, nor reasonable. 

As to those, who insist upon what they call the reflex 
act of faith; sure, they mistake the nature of the thing. — 
This, if I understand them aright, is their way of arguing ; 
* £ 1 am a new creature ; I love the LORD JUSUS in sm- 
** cerity ; I have the fruitr of the SPiRJ I\ From whence 
“ it is plain, that CHRIST and his salvation are mine.” 
Now, in all this procedure, I cannot discern the least foot- 
step of faith; no not the l*a i t trace of receiving a testimo- 
ny, or relying upon a SAVIOUR. Here is nothing more, 
than a logical deduction of one proposition from another; 
a com lusijn drawn from given premises. Grant the lat- 
ter, and aim person, without any aid from the SPIRIT, 
will infer die former. It may, therefore, more properly be 
reckoned an act of reasoning, than of believing ; it is 
founded on what we ourselves Uel, not upon t ;e record of 
a faithful GOD ; and it is styled, by judicious writers, the 
assurance of *en?e rather than of faith. 

When, in confdrniity to the afore-mentioned opinion, we 
arc advistd to prove our title to comfort, bv genuine marks 
of conversion ; and taught, on this column to fix the ca- 
pita! of assurance; I would rather propose a question, than 
advance objections. — Is not this somewhat like placing 
I the dome of a Cathedral, upon the stalk of a tulip? 
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'Flier. No, say they ; it was the practice ot the Apostle 
himself ; and he has left it upon record, as a pattern for all 
posterity to copy. We know that ice are passed jrom death 
unto life, because we love the brethren. 

Asp. Observe, 7 heron, the process of the Apostle’s rea- 
soning. It is like the form of an inverted cone ; where 
you have first the point, and from thence proceed to the 
base. So the sacred writer begins with the less, and 
ascends to the greater proof. He says, in one of the fol- 
lowing verses; hereby perceive we the love of GOD*, be- 
cause he laid down his life, not merely for sinners, but for 
us in particular. — Here, you s e, is assurance by the direct 
act of faith. From this truth believed, from this blessing 
received, the love of the brethren takes its rise. Which 
may very justly be admitted as an evidence, that our faith 
is real, and our assurance no delusion. As yonder leaves 
may serve to distinguish the particular species, and ascer- 
tain the healthy, state, of the trees on which they grow. 

When your tenants bring in their rent, this affords no 
contemptible evidence, that the land-., which they respec- 
tively occupy, are yours. But this is a proof which doe«? 
not occur* either every day or every week. ; it is occasional 
only, and of the subordinate kind. — The grand demonstra. 
tion, that which is always at hand, and always forcible, is, 
your possession of the deeds of conveyance. Thus, the 
promise of GOD in his divine word his our charter, or the 
authentic conveyance of our right to pardon and salvation. 
' Make just the same difference between this promise and 
your own holiness as you make between the writings ot 
your estate and the receival of the revenues, you will then 
judge aright, because your judgment will coinci le with the 
Apostle’s. 


11 t John in sfi. 7 h* word COD is not in tfe original. It was by lit 
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Besides ; this method of seeking peace and assurance I, 
iear, will perplex the simple-minded ; and cherish, rather 
then suppress, the fluctuations of doubt. For, let the 
marks be what you please, a love of the brethren, or a love 
of all righteousness, a change of heart or an alteration of 
life} these good qualifications are sometimes like stars at 
nport-day, not easily, it at all, discernable ; or else they are 
like a glow-worm in the night, glimmering, rather than 
shining. Consequently will yield, at the best, but a feeble, 
at the worst, a very precarious evidence. — If, in such a 
manner, we should acquire some little assurance, how soon 
may it be unsettled by the incursions of daily temptation, 
dr destroyed by the insurrection of remaining sin ! at such a 
juncture, how will it keep its standing ! How retain it* be- 
ing ! it will fare like a tottering wall, before the tempest ; 
or be as the rush without mire, and the flag without 
water*. 

Instead therefore of poring on our own hearts* to disco- 
ver, by inherent qualities, our interest in CHRIST, I should 
rather renew my application to the free and faithful pro- 
mise of the LORD; assert and maintain my title on this 
unalterable ground. — “ Paidon is mine, I would say, grace 
“ is mine, CHRIST and all bis spiritual blessings arc mine. 
“ Why ? Because I am conscious of sanctifying operations 
" in my own breast ? Rather because GOD hath spokeft 
f£ in his holiness ; because all these precious privileges are 
“ consigned over to me in the everlasting gospel, with.a 
“ clearness unquestionable as the truth, with a certainty 
inviolable as the oath of GOD.” 

Cast your eye into yonder meadow. Take notice of 
that industrious fisherman , how intent he is upon the pur- 
suit of his business! He has just thrown his net, and taken 
a considerable booty. You do not sec him spending his 
time in idle triumphs, on account of his success. He does 
not stand to measure the dimensions of the fish, or compute 
the value of his prize. But having without delay, secured 
the captives ; he prepares for another cast, and hopes for 
another draught. 
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So let us, instead of exulting in any past acquisitions,’ 
seek a fresh to the inexhaustible fulness of GOD our SA- 
VIOUR. If we have been ble...vd with any taste of his*' 
goodnes, or any tokens of his love, let us not too fondly 
dote upon the sweetness of ouch experiences. Let u» 
make them the foundation of our confidence, but only so* 
many encouragements to persevere and advance believing; 
That, having li'e and having peace from our divine HEAD; 
we may have them more abundantly 1 * . Then will be ful- 
filled the saying which is written ; the just, the righteous in 

' JESUS CHRIST — shall live, shall not only be deliver \I 
from condemnation and death, but shall thrive in comfort; 
and flourish in godliness — how ? By reflecting on their 
sanctification, or viewing their own attainments? N > j but 
by the infinitely more encouraging views of their complete- 
ness Ip 'CHRIST, and by a fresh, a repeated, a never-ceas- 
ing exercise of fuilh f, on that HOLY ONE of GOD. 

This the Apostle has testified, and this the prophet con- 
firms. 7 hon shall keep him in per ltd peace, whose mind is 
staid in a fixed dependance on ihee J. And why f Because, 
such a person, examining his conduct, discovers the eviden- 
ces of a living kith ? T his answer many serious people 
•would make. JSut the inspired writer has made another; 
Which I cannot but prefer, and in which I fuiiy acquiesce. 
Thou shall keep him in perfect peaces because he / ms tali 
steadily, habitually, incessantly, trnsteth in thee. Whatever 
variations may happen, within him or around him, in the 
frame of his heart, or the circumstances ot his me, as to 
this grand point, he is fixed and invariable. lie trustetn; 
stiii trnsteth in thee — in thee, O thou adorable JEHO- 
VAH; that all thy infinite perfections are his shield, and 
his exceeding great reward — in thee, O thou exalted JlS- 1 
US ; that all thy inconceivable merits are his justil)ing 
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righteousness, and the strength of his salvation — in thee* 
O thou eternal SPIRIT ; that thou wilt never leave him, 
jv>r forsake him ; but sanctify him throughout, and support 
him to the end. 

. ’Ihis is the expedient, the effectual and happy expedient, 
to f ed that lamp of godliness, and to quicken that flame 
of zeal ; which having cheared usin our earthly pilgrimage, 
and animated us in our Christian warfare, will bo brighten- 
ed into a crown of immortal glory in the heavens. 

Here the disappointed visitants went in ; and, after a 
slight refreshment, took coach. — As they were returning 
home, Thercn observed, not without concern, the changed 
ant! melancholy aspect of things, in the territories of the 
husbandman. The fields of corn, which a little while ago, 
were gracefully erect, or softly inclining to the breeze, lay 
sunk and flatted under the impetuous rains. — Such, added 
Aspasio, such I apprehend veil! be our faith, if it is wholly 
Separated ftom assurance, or if its assurance is erected on 
any endowments of our own. 

liter. If this is the case, what can be the reason, why so 
tnany people are totally destitute of all religious assurance ? 
Have no notion ot it, much less aspire after it? Nay; 
would be much surprized, perhaps highly disgusted, at the 
very mention ot such a doctrine. 

Asp. If people never aspire after the assurance of faith, 
or an appro; -r its ting interest in CHRIS']', I very much ques- 
tion, whether (hey are truly awakened, or really in earnest. 
'3 hey ate like the men ot E;>hrahn, whom the prophet 
styles a cake not turned*', neither bread, nor yet dough; 
neither absolute reprobates, mm real saints. Or, as our 
LORD explains the prove.rb, in his charge agairist the 
Church of Laoduea, they are neither hot. nor cold f. Not 
lrozen in insensibility, ’tis true ; at the same time, not for- 
venp in spirit ; but indifferent and lukewarm in tiie concerns 
of religion. 

Amorg ti e reasons, why so few persons attain this emi- 
nent blessing, vve may reckon the following. — They under* 
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stand not the perfect freeness of grace, nor the immensely 
rich merits of CHRIST. — They never consider the un-. 
speakable value of au assured faith ; neither are they aware, 
that it is for the enjoyment of sinners. Yes, of sinners, even 
before they have one mark of reformation to shew, or the , 
least evidence of any goodness in themselves*. Either 
they seek it not at ail ; or else they seek it, where it is not 
to be found ; from some works of righteousness in them- 
selves, rather than from the gracious promise of GOD in 
his word. Which is altogether as ill judged, and as suret> 
.issue in disappointment, as if a person should go in que tuf , 
ice amidst the torrid zone, or expect to find spicy islands 
under the northern pole. , 

But whether people consider it or no, the value of an as- 
sured faith is indeed unspeakable. When this is wrought 
in the.heart, peace will stand firm, and afflictions droo their 
sting 1 . Prayer will return laden with treasures, and death 
will approach stripped of its tenors. The soul will be as a 
watered garden, and all her graces blossom as a rose .— 
When this is wrpught in the heart, the gospel of CHRIST, 
will appear with new charms, and operate with new ener- 
gy. Its hymns will no longer be a strange language to 
your ear, nor its privileges as forbidden fruit to yjur palate. 
You will then, as you peruse each sacred page, teel it to be 
the power of GOD, and taste that the LORD is gracious f, 
You will reap a benefit, and enjoy a delig.it, as much su- 
perior to those of the doubting reader; as the pleasure of 
eating this delicious peach, is superior to the mere descrip- . 
tion of its agreeable relish. 

Bear with me a moment longer, Theron. For you can 
hardly imagine, what an improvement and exaltation this 
will give, to every truth you contemplate, and every object 
you behold. — When you contemplate the rise of kingdoms, 
and the fall of empires ; when you recollect the great and. 
astonishing events, recorded in the history of nations ; how 


# Set MARSH ALL’b yufp Myft direft. vu. jiid. x . \Wje thu truth, little fcaowV 
Vrft every cu mumble, ie iully proved 


* Pc*, iiu « J 



I® 3 vtAtoovts. 


highly delightful, to say ! “ Ail these passed under the su- 
w penntendency of that hand, which was pierced with the 
> •“ bloody nail, and fastened to the cursed cross for me.” — ? 
When you behold the magnificence of creation, and the 
richness of its furniture ; the grandeur of nature, and the 
variety of her works ; what a heightened pleasure must 
they all impart, if, as you view the glorious scene, your 
thoughts make answer to your eves ! “ All these were 
“ brought into existence by that adorable PERSON , who 
" sustained my guilt, and wrought out my justifying righ- 
* £ teousness.” 

O ! that we may receive, by faith, this most blessed RE* 
DEEMER ! O ! that our faith may grow incessantly, grow 
exceeding It/ * / Till it be rooted , like those full-grown oaks, 
under which we lately walked! and grounded like that 
well-built edifice, which is stiil in our view! 

7 her. Mu. -a heartily l join in this wish. O! that every 
objection, for the future, may be superseded, as soon a;, 
started; and silc need, or ever it open its mouth! I must 
beg ot my friend to inform me, how I may get the better 
pt that unaccountable mistrust and diffidence, which I feel 
in my heart; and which have made me so easily suscepti- 
ble ot unbelieving impressions. 

Asp. You have entirely cured me, Theron, of making 
apologies. Would to GOD, I might be as successfully in- 
strume tal, in delivering t«y friend from his doubts! That 
the gospel might come to us both, as it came to the “ Thes- 
“ salonian converts, hut in word only, but in power, and 
“ in the UGLY GHOS T, and in much assurance J ! 

Prayer is one expedient. Every good gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the FATHER of lights. CHRIST 
is not only the object but the author and finisher of QUr 
faith. Lord, increase our faith, was the request of the dis- 
ciple, and should be the prevailing language of our hearts. 
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Fail h cometh by hearing *, by meditating on, by praying 
over, this word of life, and word of grace. , Lav up there- 
fore many select portions of scripture, many of the divine 
promises in your memory. Stock that noble cabinet with 
this invaluable treasure. — And never, never forget the free* 
ness , with which the promise is made, and its good things 
are bestowed. You arc to receive the one, and apply to 
the other, not with a full, but with an empty hand; not as 
a righteous person, but as an unworthy creature. 

Make the trial. Exercise yourself in this great secret of 
true god!. ness. 1 am satisfied, it will be productive of the 
most beneficial effects. — Look unto JESUS as dying in 
your stead, and purchasing both grace and glory for your 
enjoyment. Come unto COD, as a poor sinner, yet with 
a confident dependence ; expecting all spiritual blessings, 
through HIM that loved you, and gave himself for you . — - 
He that beheveth , with this appropriating faith, shall not be 
confounded f,-«or frustrated in his expectations. He that 
believeth , with this appropriating faith, shall have the witness 
in himself \. Nothing will bring in such light and peace, 
such holiness and happiness to his- soul. — The Ephesians , 
thus believing, icere sealed with that holy SPIRIT of pro - 
piise §. The dispersed of Israel, thus believing, rejoiced 
with joy unspeakab'e j|. Those were marked, out as rightful 
heits. These where blessed, blessed with some delightful 
foretastes , and both were prepared for the complete fruiti- 
on, of life and immortality. O ! that we may be follower? 
of their example, and sharers of their felicity ! 

As for those doubts, which have given you so much per- 
plexity, and cost us so long a disquisition, look upon them 
as some of vour greatest enemies. Oppose them, with all 
the resolution and all the vigour of your i»ind. — Nay ; look 
Upon those unreasonable doubts, as some of your greatest 
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sins, confess them, with the deepest Bhame ; and pray a- 
gainst them, with the utmost ardour,~-With equal assiduity 
and zeal, let us press after a stedfast, an immoveable, a tri- 
umphant faith. — Faith is the vehicle and the instrument of 
every good ; all things are possible to him that believeth*. 
Faith is the immediate and grand end of the whole gospel; 
there things are written that ye might believe f. — Let us 
therefore covet, earnestly let us covet this best of gifts, and 
shew all diligence to the full Assurance of faith J, and 
the full Assurance of hope || — by the first, thankfully re- 
ceiving present pardon — by the last, joyfully expecting fu- 
ture glory. 


•Mark ix, *3, + John 31* J H?b, x. ?*• ft Hob* w i. *c. 
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The next morning, Theron ordered a cold col- 
lation to be prepared, and his pleasure-boat to hold itself in 
readiness. — Breakfast being dispatched, and some necessa- 
ry orders, relating to the family, given — Now, says he to 
Aspasio, let overfulfil my promise; or rather let us execute 
our mutual engagement ; and consign the remainder of 
this mild and charming day, to a rural excursion. 

We will take our route along one of the finest roads in 
the world. A road, incomparably more curious and dura- 
ble, than the famous causeys raised by those puissant hands, 
which conquered the globe. A road, which has subsisted 
from the beginning of time ; and, though frequented by 
innumerable carriages, laden with the heaviest burdens, 
has never been gulkd, never wanted repair, to this very 
bpur.» — Upon this, they step into the chariot, and are con- 
veyed to a large navigable river, about three quarters of a 
mile distant from the house. — Here they launch upon a 
new element, attended by two or three servants, expert at 
handling the oar, and managing the nets. 

Is this the road, replied Aspasio, on which my friend be- 
staws his panegyric ? It is indeed more curious in its struc- 
ture, and mbre durable in its substance, than the celebrat- 
ed Roman causeys. T hough I must assure you, the latter 
have a very distinguished share of my esteem. I admire 
them far beyond Trajan s pillar, or Caracalla's baths; far 
beyond the idle pomp of the Pantheon, or the worse than 
idle magnificence of the Amphitheatre. I hey do the tni- 
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cst honor to the empire ; because, while they were the glo- 
ry of Rome, they were a general good * ; and not only a 
monument of her grandeur, but a benefit to mankind. 

More than all these works, I admire that excellent and 
divinely gracious purpose, to which providence made the 
empire itself subservient. It was a kind of road or causey, 
for the everlasting gospel. It afforded the word of life a 
free and expeditious passage, to the very ends of the earth. 
The evangelical dove mounted the wings of the Roman 
eagle; and flew with surprising rapidity, through a 1 nati- 
ons. — Who would have thought, that insatiable ambition 
'and the most bloody wars, should be paving away for the 
PRINCE of humility and peace ? How remote from all 
human apprehension, was such a design ; and how contrary 
to the natural result of things, was such an event! Most 
remarkably therefore was th,at observation of the Psalmist 
verified : his ways are in the sea, and hi* paths in the great 
waters , and his foot-steps are not known f. 

Conversing on such agreeable subjects; they are carried 
by the stream, through no less agreeable scenes. They 
pass by bills, cloathed with hanging woods ; and woods, 
arrayed in varying green. Here, excluded from a sight of 
the out-stretched plains, they are entertained with a group 
of. unsubstantial images, and the wonders of a mimic crea- 
tion. — Another sun shines, but stript of his blazing beams, 
in the watery concave. While clouds sail aloBgthe down- 
ward skies, and sometimes disclose, sometimes draw a veil 
over, the r. '.client orb. Trees, with their inverted tops, ei- 
ther flourish ir. the lair serene below' ; or else paiht, with a 
pleasin g^elusion , the pellucid flood. Even the mountains 
are ther® but in a headlong posture. Notwithstanding 


* Tii- ft iocJx rai' through *il Italy, and ftretched themfelm into the t#rntorie»«f 
t WCe. Ttey vv ere earned acroh the Alps, the py r enean iflountnins, Mid through the 
Kfhttle kingdom of Spain. Some of them, toward* tnc louth, reached even to ^Ethiopia ; 
tnd tome of litem, towards the north, extended as for as Scotland. The remains of tev*- 
|al of them continue tu England io this day ; though they were made, it is abevr 
l&oo y«ik ago. 
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,th«*ir prodigious bulk, they quiver in this floating mirror* 
like the poplar leaves which adorn their sides. 

Soon as the boat advances, and disturbs the placid sur- 
face ; the waves, pushed hastily to the bank, bear off, in 
broken fragments, the liquid landscape. The spreading 
circles seemed to prophesy, as they rolled j and pronounc- 
ed the pleasures of this present state — the pomp of power, 
the charm of beauty, and the echo of fame — pronounced 
them transient, as their speedy passage ; empty, as their un- 
real freight. — Seemed to prophesy ? It was more. Imagi- 
nation heard them utter, as they ran ; 

Thou pafs the fhadowy scenes of life* away ! 

Emerging from this fluid alley, formed and over-hung by 
rocks and trees, they enter the level of an extensive mea- 
dow. The eycylatcly immured , (though in pleasurable con- 
finement) now expands her view, into a space almost 
boundless, and amidst objects ldtle short of innumerable/ — 
Transported for a while, at the wonderful variety of beaute- 
ous images, poured in sweet contusion all around, she hard- 
ly knows where to fix, or which to pursue. Recovering^ 
at length, from the pleasing perplexity ; she glances, quick 
and instantaneous, across the intermediate plain, andmatks 
the distant mountains . How cliffs chmb over cliffs, till the 
huge ridges gain upon the sky. How their diminished 
summits stand dressed in blue, or wrapped in clouds.— 
While all- their leafy structures, and all their fleecy tenants, 
are lost in air. 

Soon she quits these jerial heights, and ranges the russet 
heath: here, shagged with brakes, or tufted with rushes.: 
there, interspersed with straggling thickets, or solitary 
trees; which seem, like disaffected partisans, to shun each 
other’s shade. — A spire, placed in a remote valley, peeps 
over the hills. Sense, surprised at the amusive appearance, 
is ready to suspect, that the column rises, like some inchant- 
ed edifice, from the rifted earth. But reason looks upon it, 
as the earnest of a hidden vale, and the sure indication t f 
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a adjacent t nvn. P*rt<irmi'ig, in this respect, much the 
same offi ’e to the eve, >s t nth executes with regard to the 
soul, when it is the evidence of 1hin<*s no/ soon *. 

Next. th< v rove in ea *< r an 1 delightful survey, over 
jnanv a s iacious tract. 'Vice the fertile glebe spontane- 
ous thrives 5 or the cu'tn ed fie! more than answers the 
hush in 1 nan’s hones. Where cattle, of every graceful form, 
and every valuable q i dity, crop the tender herb, or drink 
the crvMnl rills. — Here, t ev see in reality, what those ini- 
niit ble lines had often she ved them in description ; thou 
t rvrcnnt 'he year i« Uh 'hy goodness, and thy paths drop fat* 
i less then dron tin n the d;t tilings of the wilderness and 
little hills are girded with ini). 'I he pastures are clouthed 
tv'/h docks ; the valties also are tovered with corn ; yea, they 
s»n> t. 

Auo", they contemplate, with increasing satisfaction, 
ci f /es ot opulence and splendour. Which spread the sa- 
cred dome, and lift the social root. Where the senate- 
house and exchange detain the sight, with their majestic 
•dimensions; and awaken in the mind the more venerable 
ideas, of justice administered, and of commerce abounding. 
Cities, no longer surround v ith the stern forbidding Ma- 
jesty, of unpflssable iutrenchments. ami impregnable ram- 
parts; but t utn. led with the delicate, the mviting append- 
ages ot gardens and orchards. Those, decked with all the 
eo't graces of art an 1 elegance; these, blushing and preg- 
nant with the more substantial treasures of fruitful nature. 
Wreathes of ascending smoke, intermingled with turrets 
p. d loltv pinnacles, seem to contend which shall get far* 
tnest from the earth, and nearest to the skies Happy for 
the inhabitants ! t. such waa the habitual tendency of their 
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PY*/<w, elegant and magnificent, seate \ m tV ce ™? r ^ 
an ample park, or removed to the extreme «f 'nW ^hen- 

ed lawn , not far from a beam.fnl f,f f _bv/rt- 

ters, or the more salptarv lapse f a lmt t 1 ««• f , 
«•* cWin homely ttateh. and Mg- f^icris, 
tering treeV Rustics, singing i» r nur- 

tuning their pipes, as they tend their «-W 1 , 
suing' each his respective way. >" eas y d > 1 


suing; 

■ curitv. 


iurltv * , I, . . • sit union ! ITowde* 

How pleasing, said ^ wtu ’ ' , ., most ima . 

Jightful is the aspect of ail things ° n '‘ w ? l ‘ d < 

gme, that nothing could exceed it, and that nnthmg can 

increase it. YetVre is a method o, ™ 

eppious delight, and of Am i'«i»Jt ««" ^ ' S hf et 
swe.-Cct me dsfire my friend, ar,swef. ; d '**«• 
plain his remark ; and not only to exp ; u "> ni . /1 . I _ WJ „, an( j 


fv —If we view, resumed ds/xwb, '»utowi 
compare it with the afflicted condition of others the 
thodl propose, will be reduced to pmtt u . ^ ^ 

and mournful. contrast, mutt throw addittonal Ditgninc , 

even upon the brightest scene. * 


• Th'» cnmtfar.fon. t ,h,n ^ “ ” 0 ,‘ e , apP rhrK . , rhe Chunh. shW-.g 

«*»4. »n4.who ywei-ee the l*;o* » • a „ d t0 , Kr fc, veil |y home. 
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Above, the skies smile with sesenity ; below, the fields 
look gay with plenty; all around, the sportive gales. 

Fdnmug then odoriferous wings, cMpenfc 
Native perfunjes s and whdpei, whence tluy Hole 
Thole balmy ipoils 

With us all circumstances, are as ea<y. as the wafturo of 
the boat ; as smooth, as the flow of the stream --But Ictus 
rot forget those grievous calamities, which befal our bre- 
thien, in some remote tracts of the earth, or distant parts 
of the ocean. IIow many sailors are struggling, vainly 
struggling, with all the fury of rending winds, and dashing 
waves! while their vessel, flung to and fro by tempestuous 
billows, is mounted into the clouds, or plunged into the 
abyss. Possibly, the miserable crew hear their knell sound- 
ed, in the shattered rna-t ; and see destruction entering, at 
the bursting planks. Perhaps, this very moment, they pom 
the last, dismal, dying shriek ; and sink, irrecoverably sink, 
in the all-overwhelming surge. — The traveller, in Jfrica\ 
barren wastes, fpale, even amidst those glowing region , 
pale with prodigious constemati* n) sees sudden mountain . 
lise, and roll on every side lie secs the sultry desart, as- 
cending the sky, and sweeping helot e the whirlwind — 
What can he do ? Whither fly ? IIow escape the approach- 
ing ruin? Alas 1 while he attempts to rally his thoughts; 
attempts to devise some feeble expedient ; be is overtaken 
by the choking storm, and suffocant] amidst the sandy in- 
undation. The driving heaps are, now, his executioner; 
as the drifted heaps will soon, he his tomb. 

While we possess the valuable privileges, and taste the 
delici^p sweets of liberty, how many partakers of out 
common nature, are condemned to perpetual exile, or 
chained to the oar for life ! how many are immured in the 
gloom of dungeons, or buried in the caverns of the mines ; 
never to behold the all-enlivening sun again ’ — While res- 
pect waits upon our persons, and reputation attends our 
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characters : are there not some unhappy creatures, led forth 
bv the hand, of vindictive justice, to be spectacles of hor- 
nor, and mot untents of vengeam e ? sentenced, for their 
enormous crimes, to be broke limb bv limb on the wheel, 
or to be impaled alive 01 . the linger ng stake. To these* 
the sttangling cord, or the deadly stab, would be a most 
welcome favour. B it thev must fe< 1 a th >usand deaths, in 
undergoing one. And this, t >o orobably, is but the begin- 
ning of their sorrows; will only consign thtm over to infi- 
nitely more terrible toiment ; 

To wjftf eternal djys in woe and pain *. 

While ease and pleasure, in sweet conjunction, smooth 
our paths, and so*ten our couch : how many are tossing on 
the fever’s fiery bed, or t >iling along a fiction’s tnorny 
road! some, under the excruciating, but necessary operati- 
ons of surgepy.: their bodies ripped open, with a dreadful 
incision, to search tor the torturing stone; or their limbs 
loped off by the bloody knite, to prevent the mortification’s 
fatal spread. Some emaciated bv pining s ckness, are de- 
prived of all their animtl vigour; and transformed into 
spectres, even before their dissolution f. They are ready 
to adopt the com >1 tint of the “ Psalmist; I am withered 
“ hke grass ; my bones au bur t up. as it were a firebrand ; 
“ I go hen< e like the sha low that departeth. While health, 
that staple blessing ; which gives every other entertainment 
its flavour a id its beaut v , adds the gloss to all we see, and 
the poignanCv to all we taste; health plays at our hearts; 
health dances in our spirits; and mantles m our cheeks, as 
the generous champagne i iteiy sparkled in our glass. 

We arc blest with a calm possession ot ourselves; with 
tranquility in our consciences, and an habitual harmony in. 
our temper. Wnereas many, in the clatk and doleful cells 
of lunad), are gnashing their teeth or wringi g their hand*; 
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rending the ait; with vollies of horrid execrations, or bur- 
dening it with, .peals of disconsolate sighs. And O ! what 
multitudes, even amidst courts and palaces, are held in 
Splendid vassalage, by their own domineering passions, or* 
the vanities of a bewitching world. , Far less innocently, 
far more deplorably disordered *, than the fettered madman, 
they are gnawed by the envenomed tooth of envy ; they 
ate agitat d by the wild sallies of ambition ; or feel the 
malignant ulcer of jealousy, rankling in their breads. In 
some, avarice, like a ravening harpv, gripes. In some, re- 
venge, like an implacable turv, rages. While others are 
goaded by iordly and imperious lusts, through the lothe- 
sonte sewers of impure delight ; and left, at last, in those 
hated and' execrable dens, where remorse rears her snaky 
crest, and infamy sharpens her hissing tongue. • — 

Why this long pause ? replied Theron. Your observati- 
ons are as useful, as they are just. We should all be ac- 
quainted, at least in speculation acquainted, with grief ; 
and send our thoughts, if not our feet, to visit the abode® 
of sorrow — That, in this school, we may learn a sympa- 
thising pity, for our distressed fi How creatures; and see, in 
this, glass, our inexpressible obligations to the distinguish- 
ing goodness of providence. Which has crowned, our ta- 
ble with abundance, and replenished our cup with delica*, 
cies; permitting neither penury to stint the draught, nor 
adversity to mingle her gall. — Go on, I must entreat you, 
with your description of comparative felicitv. We .have a 
large circuit still. to make, before we arrive at our intended 

« CHvenre any plague, feyt. «* apocryphal writer, but the plague of th# h*rt, EceJa** 
KX* Lpon which ^tetoua weighty apophthegm, ipwxb m Ml* 

V Syplwiuflrtr, ** a very perantnt and alietting p*r*pluaie. 

■* ' { k i Oi fave see from the tumult of the tool! 

, , from the w tld Will within!-- for* circling frndi, 

!;{p When the fwift whirlwind whelms them oVr the lanel*:, 

1 he raring deep-t, that to the clouda anie, i|s < 

(i W’hiir Una siting th cfcthe tmngled lightning flie*; 

* 1 he woidler* brood. to which thi& land gives birth* > , 

The i>.a/,(tig city* snd the gaping earth f • 1 

$\1! ce*ih,, all toUuru m ore p.iiig tambia*^ 

At? g<’Mtc to the* temped cl line j»md. 
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port. And I could xvish, that your discourse might keep, 
pace with the current. 

Sirce you approve of the subject, answered Aspasio, I will 
pursue it a little farther. — We, the inhabitants of this fa- 
voured isle, breathe an air of the most agreeable tempera- 
ture, and most wholesome qualities. But how many nati- 
ons languish in a torrid clime, vaulted as it were with fire ? 
They welter amidst those furnaces of the sun, till their 
“ visage is burnt, and black as a coal*.” — What is far 
more disastrous, beds of sulphur and combustible materials, 
lie in subterraneous ambush, ready to spring the irresistible 
mine. Ere long- -perhaps, on some day of universal fes* 
tivity f, or in some night of deep repose — to be touched 
by heaven's avenging hand. — Then, with what outrageous 
violence will they burst 1 rock the foundations of nature ! 
wrench open the ponderous jaws of earth ! and swallow 
tip astonishing cities, in the dark, tremendous, closing 
chasm ! 

These earthquakes, it may he, both precede and protend 
the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and the sickness 
that destroycth at noon-day They are, at once, a fear- 
ful omen, and a ruim.us blow. The stagnating atmosphere,- 
rank with malignant vapours, becomes a source of deadly 
•injection ; or, replete w ith poisonous animalcules, is one 
.vast incumbent cloud ot living bane. If the active gale6 
afiso, they arise omy to stir the seeds of disease, and diffuse 
the fatal contagion far and near.— Unhappy people ! the 
plague, that severe minister ot divine indignation, fixes her 
.litad- quarters in their blasted provinces; and sends death 


• Lam, iv. S, 
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-abroad, on hit. pale horse *, to empty their houses, depopu* 
late their towtw, and croud the r graves. 

Our island is seldom visited w rh either of these dread- 
ful judgments ; and has never sustained any very consider- 
able calamity from the former. However, .let us not he 
presumptuously secure, we have, not long ago, received an 
awful warning. The rod has been shaken, or rather the 
sword has been brandished, over our territories.— tVho can 
forget the genera! consternation, which seized our Metro- 
pons, on occasion of the late earthquake ? And not with- 
out reason. For, of a!! divine visitations, this is the most 
terribly vindictive. Ti e whirlwind is slow' in its. progress ; 
■war is gentle in its assaults ; even the raging pestilence is a 
mild rebuke j compared with the fury of an earthquake.— 
The earthquake neither gives warning, nor allows quarter. 
Suddenly it comes ; in a most unexpected moment ; and 
spreads undistinguished ruin. Amazing blow! from which 
there is no method of defence, and no place ot refuge. 
Destructive visitation ! which rends the firmest, over- 
: whelms the stateliest works ; and puts ar» end, in a few mi- 
nutes, to the labour of ages. 

- Should almighty vengeance stir up again those fierce sub* 
ferranean commotions : should the most high GOD bid 
strong convulsions tear the bowels of nature, and make the 
foundations of the world tremble like a leat: what, O ye 
Careless ones f, what will you do ? W hither v\ ill you fly 1— 
See! the pavement sinks under your fief. Your houses 
are tottering over your heads. 1+te ground, on every side. 
Cracks and opens like a gaping giave ; or heaves and swells 
• like a rolling sea. , A noise ot crashing J is heard from 

without, occasioned b* the rending streets, and tailing 
[structures. ^Thunders, infernal thunders H, bellow from be* 

• R*V« vU + Ifai. xxx it. II. 
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8 Before tWcmrthrow of Catania by aticarthauak.^, a »o:fc was heard, and bx$**&* 

- %% If all the auillery in vwld w*r? dUcbar^etJ a; om. 



i)IAL<1C tf£§* 


neath! mingled wit!) despairing shrieks, and dying grams. 
Snrieks and groans from those wretched creatiltes, who are 
jammed between the closing earth, or gor»g down a!i/e 
into the horrible pit*. — Where now will you fly? To vour 
strong towers ? They are shattered pieces. — To the strong- 
er rocks ? They are thrown <*ut ot their place. — To the 
open fields? Tnev are a frig’ TV vawning to devo ir 

yj u,~- Where -ever you flv ; i*. wm! ^ *>, -onr db- 
tractior, w here rvrr v'-u seek 1m h ;tcr: A\ >\\ \ atif, 

a mnn fnl f)*o n <i Vo?, nn I a V ■< i oU in • . or * r - n f o 

th e and loaned h * h md it **, : / ? ** ? */ 7/z*/ ./ KO r rnf * 

bit fern f / 

IsaiJ, “ there is no place o - ;ged 5»'.r I tract (he 
express n. Oar place t--* r * n., >ich m * * rove nn invi- 
olable sanctnuv, and ; peM-vt * ;ntv • '**a .. bp great, 

the graci us, the adwiv,bv kFuivVV* ! * * ,htconsnv;ss. 

Hither let us b<*£ake oursoUas. S "V> c divof 

desolation co.neth, now let us b i * we\ e\ thi*' 

strong ho f d . Then, shall wt have no reas? > ’ . ^,r 4 th or h 
the earth be moved, ansi though the \ tibb v*n m i if / 
midst or the sea* For thus sairh GOD, tV» nmip -bin 
faithful GOD. The sun and the /noun diall he d 
and the stars shall wi f hdrao their shining. The L * * 

also, amidst this deep and di>mai ghiom, shall roar * - 
Sion; a \d utter hi; voice, laden with horror and pr -p: 
destruction, trorn Jerusalem. 'The heavens above, am- f 
earth beneath, and ah created nature, shall shake* Hi? ; 
true believer may stand erect and undisnaved. ij ca b" 
the LORD, who dv- 1 ‘ 1 !s in the darkness, a tl t/resides o’."' 
the storm; the LORD JLSUS ihriseft w>h be the hope o' 
his people, to inspire them with a noble confidence ; ui.o 
the strength of his children .t, to be ihetr safeguard in every 
danger. 

: : i 


* Verv Me. e.'dl em'iilv »it • i"> » v' ^ct uni of tM* cirit,r|uatr, vUM-h 

Vtfifcd s ciiy t l r \<r. r tf-*^ --»• 1 ■ - U M . Mir to-s'VU »t 

r.Lv.biu ..IT- .s ' r ‘ ' 1 ' " ‘ * "5 »' <!'•’■ I'P’-l, 

<l«tUi(»iiihtici. «» .KftlV i.V*> • t“>'. { " <* ’ ' ‘ '■* ’’ ‘‘ Cti.' o' ,'\< I ' ...U 1 ill, 'ft; 1 , ut..*' 

»» tU# i kingdom, \v»> c: X .ichoy l m * '4 *- ' : 1 ‘‘ ,r:w:ts » ■*£.£>«*• -M. 


f Ainyi v. i-y. 
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Or, if the true believer is involved, in the same promis- 
cuous ruin with the ungodly ; even this shall turn to his 
gain. It shall exempt him from the lingering pains, and 
the melancholy solemnities of a dying bed. . Like Elijah’s 
fiery chariot it shall va!t his soul, with speed and safety, to 
the bosom of his S WIOUR. While the hideous cavern, 
that v helms his body in the center, shall be its chamber of 
rest, til! the beloved BRIDEGROOM comes, and the day 
of resurr. ction dawns. 

Wo lift up cur eyes, and behold the radiant colours, 
which flash the forehead of the morning. We turn, and 
gaze upon the no Jess beautiful tinges,, which impurplo. the 
brow of evening. We throw around our view, and are 
delighted with numberless forms of fertility, which both 
decorate and enrich our plains.— Whereas, other countries 
arc darkened wish clouds, or ovet-run with swarms of lo- 
custs. Which intercept, where-ever they fly, the fair face 
of day ; and destroy, where-ever they alight, the green 
treasures ot the ground + . 

Ah! what avails it, that the laborious hind sows his 
acres; or the skdiul husbandman prunes his vineyard? — 
That spring, vyitli her prolific moisture, swells the bud ; or, 
with her delicate pencil, paint-, the blossom? Nor grain, 
nor fruit*' can hope for. maturity ; while these rapaciousand’ 
baiciui creatures infest the neighbourhood. They ravage 
the gardens, and plunder the fields. They strip the trees, 
and suave the meadows. Scarce a single leaf remains on 
the boughs, or so much as a single stalk in the furrows. — 
A firs (iivourcth before (hem, and behind them a jlame burn- 
etii : (he lam! is as the garden of Eden before them , and be- 
hind them a desolate wilderness : yea, and nothing can escape 



e feaifal u.lvitwi.T.vt.^ 4s lh« account, win -.it ;r acI'cti rav« ; .irrn lm, with relation 
tv iheu •tfomiiift* Thaveimt mfortr..; ur *, 4t ih.-'t S*/ il/ m tS c ntr «r, ait 

“ like a vait clund ; toitiefnmrs ftiuert «.r mil *1 h,.' ait uit ten or twelve 

«< mdet brpstd. ho they tjuUc darken the /kv, jrul make t L. * hntp.tcil day oblcure.— 
ti WhcrevwrtAitfy lif.l.t, they dtv’our *11 ihcwoiu .n Kb duns liuars, and fmjueutly 
■* make a {aimne in the country. 


+ A fire dnrourcili before them, and behind them a flame Someth, Jeel i>, i* 

th»{« bold and pie itv® metaphor?, which the H-biew language deliglni 
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Now, let the dreadful artillery roar from all its iron 
throats, and disgorge the heaviest glut of mortal hail.— 
Now, ve sons of slaughter; men skilful to destroy * ; now 
hurl the sulphureou, globes, which kindle into a hurricane 
of fire, and burst in ragged instruments of ruin. — To no 
purpose. The linked thunderbolts are turned into stubble; 
tin bursting bombs hre accounted as straw. These armies 
ot the air, laugh at all the formid hie preparations of war : 
and when they fall on the swont, thiy shall not ,V uwnulrif. 
surprising and awlul destination of the ev::\; Mng * JODI 
at once, to stain the* pride, and chastise the gum f mi ! 
these are a despicable and punv r;nv ; c! . I in o«> coa< of 
mail, but crushed b> rhe slightest tokh, They were' nei- 
ther sword, nor scvmeter, mr a .v ofv.-.swe we.ipon. Yet, 
in spite of opposing legions, ihev c»rrv on their depredati- 
ons, and push their conquer Terror nouvhes in their 
front, and famine brines up ’he rear. Tuev spread univer- 
sal devastation, ® they advance ; and ireq ,,f- eJv give tlie 
si;’ rial . lor the pestilence to tu!!ow, Potent armies ln&e 
thmr hands, and haughty tyrants tremble for their domi- 
nmns. 

O 1 that the natives of Grrat-Britain would bethink 
themselves! would break oT their sins by believing in the 
righteousness of CUR 1S T, and their iniquities by cherish- 
ing the influences of his divine SPIRIT' liM this overflow- 
ing scourge under whicu some neighbouring kingdoms 
have severely smarted, should be commissioned to vidt our 
borders jind avenge the quanei of its MAKKR’s honor. — 


1>V which It it rniw stl) ihitir ^ti* Oted. 2 1 ii*ni!ies a total drvnO '\\o^ of the vegetable pto" 
duce. Such r\ tu ui «\,iue. i* a ami irhltleU fete attended the pro^reia ol thOe p«i" 

ni‘ oij( a'i »v.‘U: h'r'imj; w-.’n uxh vclu’sn* it unpetuunty, :l:st nunc could oucncri it v 
iueh ej.tculoi b^cc«w. .nat wothi.i^ could etcupc tc. 

* Ezek. xxi. }i. 

* The prophet Joel, foretelling the plague oHocufti, Rives under the imnra of an rrr. 
kittled lioil, ainoll rt'ornimg diipley, of toeir cerubie apuca'ance; the:r i to petit cu« uro- 
greis; the horribie o redd tiiey raise, a* they advance; aad Ltic irreparable rmlcW 
fwive, nthey depart, J««l ii, 8. 


f Ikii I$# 
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X^iyant as (Wise crw- Mc<:s legions are ; )h< ugh separated 
jr m ns bv !<aerpn-i,,r teas; vet, il GOO li t up .a siarldsrd 
frr-m -nr. or hui hi- s k m.u> rn-tn 'rmn the ends, of the earth ; 
they conu w ith speed ;.\\ hi\. — Who will convev my wish 
to the ears, who. will transmit ir to t'.e hearts, of my coun-r 
trynier ? '! hat our land may always appear, as it does at 
pres< nt, i f e thv darling of providence May always re- 
sound with die voice ot jov, at d be filled with the fruits of 
plenty. M.i\ always wear the tube of beauty, and be 
adorned uuh ihe sm.le of peace. 

IIjw Treat r.ie tiie advantages of peace ! said Theron.— 
Peatc at her leisure plans and leads out industry to execute, 
all the noble and commodious improvements, which we 
behold on every side. Peace sets the mark ot property o.i 
our possessions, and bids justice guarrantee then) to our en- 
joyment. Peace spreads over us the banner of the laws, 

, while vve taste, free from outrage, and secure from injury, 
the milk and honey of our honest toil f . — Amidst the tu- 
multuous confusion of war, who could have a heart to con 7 
tiive, or a hand to accomplish, any such works of dignity 
and use ? In those days of darkness and distraction, how 
languid to the sight are all the dewy landscapes of spring ? 
Il< w insipid to the taste are all the delicious flavours ot 
autumn ?— When the nation is over-run with armies, and 
embroiled its daughter, a Ircmhlnrj heart and failing of eyes* 
and sornhC ot mind 1, are the dismal distinction of the times. 
Instead ot a calm acquiescence in our portion, our very life 
hangs in continual ,sud>pense. 

But what are ail the benefits of exterhai peace, though 
displayed in the fairest light, and enlivened by the strongest 
contrasts*— what are they all compared with the blessings of 
the gospel ? By which sinners mav have peace with GOD 
^hrough ^SUS Cl I Ri gour LO RD. 

T " '-“" r 

* tfifs unto th^m, Iiai. v. *6. 

f PaK rerum, "ay* latiu port -—But the Orimt'jJs I think, difeover the 

pioft fupen’Ntive tflwm f<;r Hang. b\ making it t lie cuUUtl lorni of their Uluunons 

,*ud thcluhje^ of tiiir cordial wilh^s tor their Inaids ; Peace be onto thee. 

t peut. xxxvM. 6$. 
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This, r: Mimed Aspasio, suggests a fresh instance of hap- 
piness, •>. inch others want, and nr possess ; an instance, ne- 
ver to hen nitted in our catalogue of peculiar mercies. I 
might a Id, never to be forgotten, by any Christian, on any 
o:va..io,'i. •— VVliilc.n^ny kingdoms of the earth, are ignorant 
or the true .GOD, anti 'know neither the principles of piety, 
nor the pains of telfci tv ; the day- spring from mi high hath 
visited it » n> is> ve t'e knowledge of salvation, and !■> "aide our 
ffi 1 tn f ; the .:<tni of peace . — Wnile millions oi t . /« rioux An- 
pcix, . «,,i n th-or native thro’ws, are reserve.: in chains of 
dark''—.,, ; the judgement of the great i iv ; \.>\ though 
reive- li> atvl apostate sinners of mankind, arc tVlivered 
f . * • nr w ;• th to c >me. The holy J KSUS (i)lesse-l be his 
r • - ..ti'i-g g,»odnes» !) has endured the cross, and despised 
t \ i i: , - jii purpose to rescue us from those doleful and 
i i i os dungeons; where the prisoners of almighty 

, t* i « 

: f**» 

- — * Convene with grcan«« 

Unrrij‘.it«tl, ui.pitifd, umepnev’d, 

Ages of hopclcfs Ctirl *, 

\ n’ dear Theron ; let me repeat your otvn important 
Ve ' - What arc all due benefits of external peace, 

“ thth A <hst)layed in the f most light, and enlivened by the 
“ strongest contrasts — What are they all,, compared with 
“ the h/c'r./itps of the gospel ?” — b his brings the olive-branch 
from heaven, and proclaims reconciliation with our oflend- 
ed GOD. This composes the tumults of the mind, and 
the troubles of conscience. This disarms the warring pas- 
sions, regulates the extravagant desires. In a word ; this 
spreads such a beauty of holiness, through the whole per- 
sonal and social conduct, as is far more amiable, than the 
most engaging forms of material nature. 

O ! thaf thou wouldst bow the heavens ! that thou 
woul-’st tome down, celestial V 1SI IAN I ; and make thy 
stated, thy favourite abode in our isle ! that every individu?. 


* I 



J»TAT<V5tTF.S. 


231 

al may be tjnimated with thy power ; and everv community 
tv, ear thv resplendent badge ! — Then shall it be th e least in- 
gredient of our public felicity, that the sword of slaughter 
is beaten into a plough-share, and the once bloody spear 
bent into a pruning-hook. It shall be the lowest upon the 
Jist of our common blessings, that violence is no more heard 
in our land , wasting and destruction within our borders. Our 
very officers will be peace, and our exactors * righteousness. 
We shall cal (and the event will correspond with tile name) 
Our Trulls salvation , and our gates praise. Then shall every 
harp be taker 'k-vn from the willows, and every voice burst 
into a smig. “ In other climes” — will he the general ac- 
clamation. 

“ In other climes, let mvriads of curious insects, spin that 
“ delicate thread, wnich softens into velvet, s’.hTcns into 
“ brocade, or flows in gl >ssv satin ; v. hich reflects a lovcii- 
“ er glow on the cheek of be.tu’y, and renders lovaltv itself 
“ more majestic. We are presented with infinitely finer 
“ robes, in the imputed righteousness of our RKDEE, YJF.lv, 
“ and the inherent sanctification of his SPIRIT, lu:h 
** beautify the verv soul, ;.ml prepare it t- »r the i'.lustr’uus 
assembly — ot saints in light — of angels in glory. 

“ Let eastern rocks sparkle wuh diamonds, and give 
" birth to gems of every dazzling tincture. Wo h.sve. hid 
“ in the field of our scriptures, too pearl ui great price , 
** the white and precious stone * of polled absolution ; a 
" diadem, which will shine withundiminished lustre, when 
" all the brilliant wondersof the mine are laded, extinguish- 
« ed, lost. 

“ Let richer soils nourish the noblest plants, and warmer 
suns concoct their exquisite juices : the lemon, pleasingly 
poignant , the citron, more mildly delicious ; or that 
" pride of vegetable life, and compendium of al! the blai- 
^ dishments of ta ^p the pine-apple. We enjoy far more 

* Tfai, lx, 37. Officers and erasers fignify perfons, rrfted with public authority; 
tvbo have it in the»r power, to »wk wtih i>gour. But thele, luihnd of abufiug their pow- 
ihalhcundu# the adtnuuftration with all poflible equity apd gentlcoeis j with a partfi- 
i! tctftdcrneU, father than a uagitierial aullcrity. 

+ Rev. ii. 
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exalted dainties, in having access to the tree of life j 
“ whose leaves are for the healing.of the nations * ; whose 
“ boughs are replenished with a never-failing abundance of 
“ heavenly fruifs ; and the nutriment they dispense, is buss' 

“ and immortality. 

“ Let Iberian vines swell the translucent cluster, and 
%t burst into a flood of generous wine. Let the Tuscan 
“ olive extract the fatness of the earth, and melt into a soft 
“ mellifluous stream. We shall neither envv, nor covet 
“ these inferior gilts, so long as we may 'flaw w.iu-r out of 
“ the welij of ylvarion. So long as we may receive the 
*■ unction f' HOLY ONEf, those influences of the 
“ CO. '.I FOSl iTu-l, which not only make a chearful coun- 
t: tenancv, b t gltdlenrhe very heart. Imparting such a 
*■ refried sutidacti./n, a.- the whole wor! i cannot give ; such 
“ a permanent satisfaction, as no calamities can take 
** away 

“ Let Ethiopian mountain 1 ? b? ribbed with marble, and 
“ Pcruvia i mines emboweled w th go! >. We want nei- 
“ thcr the impenetrable quarry, nor tile glittering ore h.iv- 
“ ing, in our adored MESblAH, a s ire foundation tor all 
“ our eternal hopes, and an inexhaustible land of tne di- 
(t vines* 1 ,e!ies. 

“ Be it so ; drat our hit is but a creeping drop ; and the 
“ Thames itself, no more than a s:anty nil-; compared 
“ with the m ignkici.mt sweep of the G iiges, or the stu 

pendous amplitude of rio dt la ii'a'u 'i- The wretched 
f( natives, even on the bunks oi i i"se stately rivers, are at a 
“ distance from all the springs ol true cons nation. \V lere- 
“ as, we have a fountain, we have a river, that issues from. 
« the ocean of eternal love. .With incomparable dignit y 
“ and with equal propriety, it is styled “ The river of Life.” $ 
“ L visits the house of the mourner, and revives the spirit 


* Rev, xxii. a. t 1 John i<* to. 

i Thii rtv^r recrivfi in fap »!'•«, from the Ion?? ra ns of tht tonid zone; and from thft 
froportkmabiy u fc.vous, hid *m u-e bwna of ii«* r ordillieM-n th« htgh?fl nwmuwt ti 
#a (Mrth, U u I'joocMvd lq be the lar^eit river in the world. 


^ Rev, xxii* 
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“ of the sorrowful. If makes glad the chv, and mokes 
** happy the servants qf our GOD. ft quickens eve ft the 
“ dead ; and every human creature, that drinks of its water, 
“ lives for evey, - ' ' 

** Let Asiatic'i’slands boast their mountains of myrrh, and 
“ hills of frankincense. Let Arabian groves, with superior 
“ liberality, distil tb&ir, healing gums and ripen, for vigor. 
" ous operation, their vital drugs. We have a more sove- 
' “ reign teinedy, than their most powerful restoratives, in 
" the great MKDIATOR’s atoning blood. We have a 
” more refreshing banquet, than all their mingled sweets, 
“ in commemotatiug lus passion, and participating his 
** merits. 

“ In short ; we have an equivalent, far more than an 
** equivalent, for all those choice productions, which bio ni 
in. the gardens, or bask in the orchards of the sun. We 
** have a gospel, rich in precious privileges, and abounding 
«* with inestimable promises: v. e have a SWIOUR, full 
“ of forgiving goodness, and idvrai dt renewing grace. At 
« whose auspicious approach, louttfahw spout ' amidst the 
? “ burning desart ; under whose weieome footsteps, the san- 
“ dy waste smiles with heritage ; and beneath his potent 
« touch, the wilderness buds aod blossoms a> a rose *. Or, 
“of the sorrowful, it make > glad tne c.iy, ad makes 
to speak plainly, the desolate at:d banco soul brings 
** forth those fruits of the SPIRIT, which are infinitely 
« more ornamental, than the silken g. .ns of spring; infi- 
“ niteiy more beneficial, than the salubi ious storesof autumn. 

“ Wc have a SAVIOUR — tell it out among the Hea- 
“ then ; that all the nations on earth, partake of the gift, 
“ and join in the song — A SAVIOUR we have, whose 
“ radient eye UWkhtcns the gloomy paths of affliction. — 
“ Whose efficacious blessing makes all things work toge- 
“ ther, for the good f of his people. Death, gilded by his 
“ propitious smile, even death itself looks gay. Nor is the 
“ grave, under his benign administration, any longer a den 
*Vof destruction ; but a short and shady avenue to those 
immortal mansions; whose foundations are laid with 


* iUi, Aiutv, i* 


t Rpm* v*ii* *$« 
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ft sapphires ; whosewindows are of agate ; . the gates; of 
“ c^unoie^'^p‘il' : ^';the;'boi^ers ; of pleasant stories*'” 
Paropp nayrhapsady, dear Theron. Your own remark, 
added to the: grand and lovely views, have tyarmed, have 
apicpated»''.l%yft’^lhi!Pst .transported -answered 

riot a yyord^j!>ut : sa| , fixed in tbought.-^Whm? he is indulg- 
in^hls tp'ntemplatidh, vye may just observe some other pe- 
culiantie^dr.the.proisbeet.', 

Here mid there a lonesome cottage scarcely lifts its hum-* 
ble head. No pompous swell of, projecting steps, surrounds 
the door : ho appendent wings of inferior offices, skirt tbP.ij, 
edifice pq : stately hall, slabbed with marble, and roofed',.’ 
with J^ilpfiire, receives the gazing stranger,. -But white- 
ro bed' innocence . and sweet-featured contentment, neat- 
ness f with a gloss on her garments, and health, wjth a 
bloom on her cheeks, adorn the habitation. While .virtue 
lends her graces, and religion communicates her honors, to 
dignify the abo^,: rendering the blameless hut superior, irt- 
real mkjeisfy, tp a dissOtufe court. < , 

. . At some distance, appp%r the hoary remains of an antient 
monastery.; Sunk beneath the weight- of revolving, years, j 
the once venerable fabric is levelled with the dust; The j 
lofty and ornamented temple, lies rudely oyet-growri with 
mo«s, Or still more ignobly covered with w,edds. ..walls,' 
wdefy sainted imagery stood, or idolized painting shopp^arp'^ 
clasped with twining ivy, or shagged with horrid thorn-,-*— -x 
Thrcmgh isles, that once echoed to the ebantor’s voice, min-,, 
gled with the organ’s majestic sound, the hollow Winds 
roar, and the dashing storm drives. Where are, now, the, 
silent cells, the vocal choirs, the dusty groves ? In which 
thpdtpftjdptic saints prolonged their lonely vigils, by the mid- - 

tt .. 

‘ 1 s * I$au liv. xi, i», a ,* 

f To exemplify and recommend this ornament of focial life, tfr 4 

defifra of a^paifage, which 1 have never ieerv fatisfaftoniy «xptawi-d. When o ut WW.& ' 
gave a treat to five thoufaad meu, who attended his preaching ; when b? commsaWte 
16 ftt d«Wn upon the ground, in order to receive his bounty :r the oi*fl -rvnnr>c!i*;u man - 
per j itU added by the teredhiftomo* there Mi much graft jo!-* vk a*. 
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ra&oned stable, m &« region 6 * 4 

««ch,,ld, on 

: 4eiu?c|f>d . '#t®stii<* ' fage,^- ' 

iwSSfi,- 

ftSBK r^hat solidity bfbbjvij^c^^stancltbe 

wimm^ L^in ^mmst 

^BSmS:*liite ;: ':the Syren’s e-char.ting'sfe^Jg^: 

?jflf^ riotous banquet (; , 

!Sffkki*kce« her hated screamsMtght’ 


raven 


ne.awioucre »c u^u 7 ”... 

. t^^inous wtngs by day,— Where are 

4 fi5$Be %p6d*binfe bowers ; fe n * 
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tions will drop, likp the faded leaf ; and leave riot' ing be* 
hind but pangs of remorse, keener far than the pointed thorn, 
atid more envenomed than the viper’s tooth 
Perhaps, they were the beauteois and honored aboles, 
where grandeur and pol teness walki J their dulv round, 
attended with a train of guiltless delights. Where amia- 
ble and refined friendship was wo it to sit and > mle ; t ink- 
ing love, and talking the verv soul. Wh re hisprihty, 
with {Economy always at her side, stoo 1 bet *onh j to the 
distressed, but industrioi is * poor ; and slnwered blessings 
from her liberal hand.— But war, detested wai, b is strrtch- 
ed over the social and inviting seat, the hot* o imibision, 
and the stones of emptiness f. Now, uh->t n< f hmg but 
desolation and horror haunt the savage retro it. Toe ample 
arthesoi the bridge, which so often transmitted the w>n- 
deri if} passenger almg their pennle way, lie buried in the 
dieary mote,-—' ThooC lehes of thv .pa.sv portals, naked and 
ab indoned, se^h to be mo in tneir melancholy condemn 
No splendid rhatints, with tiieir gay retinue, ffeq lent soil* 
taiv Hvcnues. No needy steps, with chearful expedta'iwj, 
be icge the once bountiful gate. But all is a miserably 
fotlorn, hideous pile of r ibbi,h. 

Since riches so often take to themselves wings, and fly 
away : since houses, griat ard f aw, reel upon the.r founda* 
♦ions, and so soon ti mol ■ i it j d i>r : h >w wise, ho v salu» 
is odr divine M Vs l fill's advice 1 make to yinrtfbMst 
friend* with the mammon of unrighteousness } that , whert the 
World , fails aroun i you, w len the spri lgs of nature tail 
Within you ; they, a., witnesses of your char.ty, and vouch- 
ers for the sincerity of your faith, may receive jf nt unto ever* 
testing habitations j.. — Whereas, whatever else We ainas^, i« 

1 ik 


, * 1 fey d] ft re Ted, bat mduftrioui poor — -Becaufe, I would not t» underfloor!, a, an- 

flouring, in degree, the relief of our common beggars. -fowardk the former, I, 
Wtmtd cultivate i tender and ever* Yearning companion, l iyduld aiiiicitot* theu! corn* 
and. at* iacred writer dire&s would even a**K to ddtfi*tttgoa4-“ but at to the 
latter, 1 frankly own, >hat 1 look upon it as my duty, <o eb (courage fuch cambereri; of 
the ground They are, gcnewllv ipeaking, Ufty drooea; aud thepr habitual Ugsftfti w 
m than a ipacioua robbing of the public hive* 
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for our heirs, for our successors, for know not who. — 
This wealth is truly emphatically called our own *: it is an 
advowson ; we have the perpetuity. Whereas, whatever 
eke wc possess, is ours only for a turn or in trust. 

See the dreadful, dreadful ravages of civil discord! 
where-evt. r that internal fury stalks, she marks her steps in 
blood, and lanes opulent cities a ruinous heapf- — What 
tharks then, what ardent and ceaseless thanks, arc due to 
that all-suj ei intending, ever gracious LORD, who has 
dashed the ten ch tiom her hand ; has broke her murderous 
wcaj oj.b ; ai.d dm en the baleful pest from our island!— 
Ma> the same almighty goodncs» bani»h the monster from 
all lanus! bau.’i tie at (.ursed monster, with her hated as- 
sociate upiuc, end her insatiable purveyor ambition, to the 
deepest hell. iiiuudtd with everlasting infamy, and bound 
jn adamantine chains, theie let them gnash their teeth, and 
bite the inevitable emb! — While peace, descending from 
her native heaven, bids her olives spring amidst the joyful 
nations : and plenty, in league with commerce, scatters 
blessings from clime to clime. While gladness smiles in 
every eye; and love, extensive disinterested love, leveling 
• the partition-wall of bigotry, cements eveiy heart in the 
best of bonds. 

Near those heaps of havock, Ih., the spot, cver-memora- 
ble and still revered, on whkh au ol .tinate and fatal bat- 
41© was fought,— '1 he husbandtn, n, , > lie breaks his fallow 
land, or rends the grassy turt, ouui discovers the horrid 
implements, and the mote hoi 1 id meets, of that bloody 


* Luke Wi, II. 


♦ TweflVft* of vl i f Vitgd ptYi, Itoiiu^ Lc * , wf’-c neve dilplaycd in colottr* 
that gtow,ard with tlvti like thole whit, i a *uc«i hv the pr< {diet ]ei€tniah, 

Chap, tv i<> <5a, Av dti* is, puh.tpi, ti t fa iuUst hj-Uci p etc of the kind, too reader 
w 1) tre to e/thcii the OMt i* with «t t r. file r»(Nt of ue jufLjje. * 

we f«< T father we feck the vat* oit u fauuwn tuiud; thekeaneft angtufti, 

t^e derpeft ddmay. «t*)a the wildest ngjutmcui All ca pulled in z language, exactly luu* 
i4hjif3l«*-*vehrrrtent— -aLrupf diiororrly, 4k Aly boveUJ toy bowel* l I am 
pitted at my vary hca*t. u y very hcai t makem a nodi m n r , J t anuot hold my peace 
haft he? ul, Q my foul Ule found of ti c ti uinpei, the auim of war,— deft ruc- 
dulUftqpon 14 cried; tor vhc hud u i\m fed. .Suddenly are my tent* ipoilcd, 
my cun ami f&d too«l*it,*.-Upw iou$ ihati 1 ice the iUudaid, uud hear die found *t 
t ha trumpet? 
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conflict. He starts to hear his coulter strike upon the bos- 
ses of a rusty buckler, or gride over the edge of a blunted 
sword. He turns pale, to see human bones thrown tip be- 
fore Vis plow ; and stands agh<fsf to think, that, in cutting 
his furrow, he opens a grave. — The grey-headed sire often 
relates to his grandsons, hanging with eager attention on 
the tale and trembling Lr the event ; i elates the dismal, 
the glorious deeds of that important day. — l low the fields, 
now covered with waving i rops, were then loaded with 
mangled and ghastly corpses. How Pie pi»tur<"\ now 
green with herbage, were then inuimsoned w.th Human 
gore. 

“ On that extended common, 'lie savs, where the busy 
“ shepherd is erecting his hurdled citadel, the tents were 
“ spread, and the banners displaced ; the spears bristled in 
“ air, and the burnished helmets glittered to’ the sun. — On 
“ yonder rising ground, where the frisking Iambs play their 
" harmless frolHST, stood the martial fileb ;c!ad in mail, and 
“ ranged in battle-array. There stood war, with all it? 
“ collected horrors ; hovering, like some portentous cloud, 
“ and ready to burst into an immediate storm. — On the 
“ nearer plain, where the quiet steed grazes in safety, and 
** those sober oxen chew the juicy herb, the fierce encoun* 
“ ter mixed. There, the javelins, launched from nervous 
u arms, and aimed by vengeful eyes, flew and reftew, 
“ whizzing with deaui. The arrows lightened * from the 
“ strings; and dienched 1 heir keen points, and dipped 
“ their feathery w mgs in blood. — Soon as this shower of 
“ missive steel ceased, instantly out'.prung thousands of 
“ flaming sw ords. The y clash on the brazen shields ; they 
“ cut their way through the reeking armour; and sheatrt 
“ their blades in many a gallant dauntless heart. — Here, 

on this distinguished level, the proud insuliing foe, per- 
“ guming ou victot), and boasting of their numbers, pour- 
** ed in like a flood There, a bold determined battalion, 
“ ot which myselt was a part, planted themselves like ft 
“ rock, and broke the fierce attack. 
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** Then adds the brave old warrior then the cowan: 
u herd fled before the vengeance of our Conquering arms 
** Then, these h?nds strewed the plains with a harvest, dif 
** ferent far from their present productions. Then, f he fa- 
** there, smitten with expressible dread, looked not hadp 
" their children* i though shuddering at the lifted spear, 01 
** screaming under the brandished sword. The father* look* 
,c ednot back on their childeren, though they fell among the 
** slain, gashed with deadly wounds,* or lay expiring, in 
* groans of agony, under our feet.’* 

We lerve the watrior, to repeat his shocking .story, and 
enjoy his savage satisfaction. He speaks, ’tis true, in a 
strain somewhat superior to his character. As though the 
triumph of his heart, had exalted his sentiments, -and en- 
nobled his language. Nevertheless, for calmer scenes, and 
Softer delights, we willingly leave him. 

The eye i$ pleased with the elegant gaiety of fhe parter- 
re; the ear is sooth-dwith the warbling mehidy of the 
grove; but grand objects, and the magnificence of things, 
charm and transport the whole man. I’ne mind, on such 
occasions, seems to expand with the prospect, and secretly 
'CttUlts in the consciousness of her greatness. — Intent upon 
these large and excursive views, our friends scarce advert 
to the minuter beauties, which address t em on every side, 
ttte swan, with her snowy plumes, and loftily bendi g 
head; amidst all her superb air, and Wily state ; rows un- 
noticed by. — Equally onnotii ed is both the array and the 
action of the duck ; her gloss) neck, and finely chequered 
wings; her diving into the deep, or hot darrlng up into 
day.—* The swallow, skimming the a>r in wanton circles, or 
dipjtyng her downy breast in the flood, courts their observa- 
tion ft* vain. — Nor couldJhe finny sholefs attract their regatd, 
though they played before the boat in spoitive chace ; or, 



ftrikmg, and n»A (ernfia imag., we are obliged to (he proptat Jereaai- 
wor*b, bo* with ail rite pomp of horror, delcnbtk the 4in Of ap* 
the touftcmation of a vanquiflied people. At the no» % Of tbo ftamp- 
k ftrong horle*, at the taming of h« chariots, aud at the rumbli* g of 
(hall not look hick unto their children, for faebltaefs of hand** 
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glancing quick to the surface, shewed their pearly coats, 
bedropped with guldk— Thus they, engaged in sublime spe- 
culaupns, neglect i ferior enteitainments. And if the sons 
of religion over-look the diminutive, transient, delusory 
terms of pleasure, which float on the narrow stream of tittle, 
or flit along the scanty bounds of sense ; it is only to con- 
template and eijoy a happiness in their GOD, which ii 
elevated, substantial, and immortal. Compared with which, 
whatever the eye can survey, from pole to pole, from the 
rising to the setting sun, is a eockle-shcll, a butterfly, a 
bubble. 

From this open and enlarged scene, they enter the skirts 
of a vast, umbrageous, venerable forest.— On either side, 
the sturdy and gigaruic sons of earth, rear their aged trunks, 
and spread their branching arms. Trees, of every hardy 
make, and every majestic form, in agreeable disorder, and 
with a Wild kind of grandeur, fill the aerial regions. The 
huge, eypaiiMVjfeHrqdming boughs unite themselves over the 
current, and diffuse “ their umbrage, broad and brown as 
** evening/' 

° * 


What folemn twill ’ht ! what ftupeudous {had** 
Enwiapt t&efe lout c, ue floods ? Thro* cv$ry ntrye 
A lauul 1 orior thnlls, a plcahng fear 
Glides o’u the mind. 
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'£he timorous d«.er start at the clashing of the 
Alarmed with the unsual so ind, they look, up, and ga zi for 
a incident: then fly into covert, by various wavs, anditftH 
precipitate speed , vanishing rather than departing from the 

glade. ,l 

How awful to reflect, as they steal along the sfopleiijfr 
Chores, and the moss-grown banks ; as they glide ander'ln® 
pendent shades ot quivering poplar, of whistling fir, and 
the solemn-sounding foliage of the oak— how awful to re- 
flect 5 ’* 1 hese were the lonely haunts of the Druids, ' 
« thousand years ago 1 Amidst these dusky masses,. 

« sympathetic glooms, the pensive sages strayed f 
* they sought, they found, and with all the 
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perstitious devotion, they gathered thfeir m/Hetoe *. Here, 
*' the visionarv recluses shunned the tumultuous ways of 
“ men, and traced the mysterious paths ot providence. 
“ Here they explored the secrets of nature, and invoked 
** their fabled Gods.” 

Sometimes wiapt in a sudden reverie of thought, some* 
times engaged in conversation on the solemn appearance of 
things, the vo> agers scarce perceive their progress. Before 
they arc aware, this venerable scene is lost ; and they find 
themselves advanced upon the borders ot a beautiful lawn. 
The forest, retiring to the right-hand, in the shape of a cres- 
cent, composed what Milton styles, “ A verduous wall of 
stateliest aspen t ; ” and left, in the midst, an ample space 
tor the flourishing of herbage. 

Here, said l'hcron, if you please, we will alight ; and 
leave the bearer of our floating sedan, to pursue his ceaseless 
course — to enrich the bosom of other vallies, and leave the 
feet of other hills — to visit cities, and make the tour otcouq-. 
ties — to reflect the image of many a splendid structure, 
which adorn his banks ; and, what is far more amiable, to 
distribute, ail along his winding journey, innumerable eon- 
yenieneies for man and beast: acquiring, the farther he 
goes, and the more benefits he confers, a greater depth, and 
a wider swtell ; to the remarl able continuation of that be-* 
IjtefiOOnt maxim, there is that scattereth, yet incrcaseth I » 

* And good, the iroie 

ConnnuniCAied, more abundant pto\es. Miltow. 

Theron and Aspasio walking acros-, the spacious amphi- 
theatre, seated themselves at the extremity oi the bend. 


♦ If the reacltr p!eaie$, be may fee ibtfe pompons folcmnHict cicfcnbcd, in Van Iff* M 
Juried; K ui) pajj* Sic. Where, the carious lurrativt ol PUny is emhUltfhed with 
the harmonious numbers of V»rgd— regard to tba rtllcitiona, oicafinwrd by tbi* 
co^pt; the compliments fcfvifhea #n th* French^ their rjit, on, and their monarch) t be* 
fteiit, the judicious piotrftant wiH confcfs with me; that, ai our chartnuig author has 
copied the language, and entered the Ipmt of the aotwnt%l»t has alto catched itm&ure 
1 fuperftit on Imbibing, togethei With ail their elegant** and graces# ipw of 

' 1>W fwum and legendary f-eviues. 

1 ’V^maibi fWUMWldbt *a Carmine, non Lge paucU Offendar Maculis, 

A t hw.ki.a4. 
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Before them, lay a. verdant area, quite even ; perfectly 
handsome * but far from gay. Green was all the dress,' 
without any mixture of gaudy flowers* or glittering co- 
lours. Only, now and then, a gentle breeze, skimming 
over the undulating mead, impressed a varying waving gloss 
On its surface. The whole seemed to resemble the decent 
and «obcr ornaments of maturer age, when it l as put off the 
trappings, and bid adieu to the levtos of youth T'-e broad 
transparent stream, ran parallel w : 1 1 . the lips of the channel ; 
and drew, as it were, a line of cireumva!lafio>, to guard 
the calm retreat. The water appeared, where shaded with 
boughs like a barrier of polished steel , where open to the 
sun, like a mirror of flowing crystal. — The eastern edges of 
the river, were barricaded with a kind of mountainous de- 
clivity. On whose rude and rocky sides, a few stunted 
shrubs and ill-formed trees hung. Among which the ti- 
morous rabbit bujrowed, and the bearded goat browzc h— 
Not far from the summit, two or three fountains gushed ; 
which, uniting their currents, as they trickled down thef 
Steep, formed a natural cascade. litre, it was lost ifi the* 
rushy dells, or obscured by the twisting roofs ; there, if 
burst again into view, and playing full in the eye of day* 
looked like a sheet of spoutmg silver. 

In this romantic retirement, said Theron, we are quitch 
sequestered from society. We seem to be in a world orouf 
o,wn ; and should almost be tempted to forget, that we are? 
encompassed with a kindred species ; did not the music of 
those silver-tongued bells, poured from a distant steeple# 
and gliding along the gentle stream, bring us new9 of hu- 
man kind. 

Escaped from man, and his busy walks* methinks, tvci 
are come to the house of tranquility. Such a deep, urtdis* 
torbed composure reigns all around ! — It is as if some au- 
.gust personage was making his entrance* or some majestic! 
fceing was upon the point to sneak* and ail nature stood fix* 
ed in attentive expectation. ' No place better fitted to ebe* 
roh, or to inspire, a contemplative sedateness* 

1 * 1 t > ‘ * ' 
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Awful solitude ! how pleasingly horrid is the aspect of 
things ! — Before tit, are shaggy .rocks, and frowning preci- 
pices, with broken walls of water, glittering through the 
cliffs. Unwrought, hoary giuttoes, antient as the deluge 1 
Yawning, gloomy caverns, where fancy shudders, as she en- 
ters \--Arouml are “ the trees of the LORD." Trees, 
which the 1 a id or the most HIGH hath planted, and which 
seem to be co-ival with the world. Who can forbear ad- 
miiim, their s nip.icily and grandeur ; the noble plainness 
of tl t r \eiJure, and the prodigious stateliness of their 
growtii ; tli n >i lptndous bulk, and venerable shades. 

Vt'li. t a e ' k aie tier gardens, and wnat a mere dwarf 
are om s ro\ . - . ct mpci.d with these uneonfined, vast plan- 
tatii ns { — lb i<* is none ot your nice exactness, but all is ir- 
regularly and wiled) gieat. Here are no traces of the shears, 
nor any footsteps of the spade, but the hand-work of the 
Dbll'Y is apparent in all. — (five me the scenes, which dis- 
dain the puny assistance of ait, and are infinitely superior to 
the low todo of man. Give me the scenes, which scorn to 
bribe cur attention, wi'h a Mile bonowed spruccness of 
shape ; but, by their own liulive o smy, commai-d our re- 
gard. I love the pto>pech, winc.i, the moment they are 
beheld, strike the soul with \c ' taiion, or tiansport it with 
wonder, which erv aloud, m me eai or r^a-ion, ascribe ye 
greatness to our GOD *. — Such, I .uinh, m a very eminent 
' degree, is the fotest ; 


— II Jl 1 3 O Ci * * 

Oi to thr vail hoi ' a \*Ktc d , d, 

A bouudlcis dtt ^ 1 1 i 1 lh It.. 

Asp. Solomon’s refined ge.hui s .ms to have been fond 
of the same situation, and delight, d with the same objects. 
Therefore, at a great expence, and in the most curious taste, 
be built the hone of the fomt. — Isaiah's divme imagination 
< was charmed \v up the same gr.*nd spectacle. More fre- 
' quently, than any or the prophets, he derives his illustrations 
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from it. One compari,on I particularly remember. Speak- 
ing of the Assyrian king, and his mil tary forces, he likens 
them to such an asssemblnge of trees : numerous, as their 
amazing multitudes ; stiong, as their massy trunks. Yet, 
numerous and potent as they were, they should all be 
brought low, and laid in the dust. “ For behold the 
“ LORD, the LORD of hosts shall lop the bough with 
“ terror, and the high one of statu 1 * hell b' h nvi down, 
“ and the haughty shall be humble 1 ; and i e h dl < n* down 
“ the thickest of his iorest with ron, o <' 1 shall 

“ fall by a mighty one 

Then he passes, by a most beautiful tranoti >u, to his dar- 
ling topic, the redemption of sinners, he ,u ^s u , tog ‘her 
with one of the finest f contests nn .g’n bl >, a \n w ot the 
MESSIAH and his gicat salvation. Wnen all tho r e 1 >fty 
Cedars are leveled with the ground, there shall come a rod, 
a single, slender twig shall <-;)img horn t ie stem of Jesse - }. 
Which, not withstanding us mean oiigin 1, aid unpromising 
appearance, shall rear it 1 ' he u d to th ' shtCj, and extend iu 
shade to the ends ot the earth. 

Ther. You do ' 1 ( 1 ', A^padoJo tec- 1 my roving thoughts, 
This magnificient solitude hid caplnatcd my imagination, 
and I was giving a loose to the u-«ual su'hes of my fancy. 
But, with a willing compliance, 1 turn to a more excellent 
subject. — Only I roust a - 1 * yon, that voir rem-rk awak- 
ensa painful idea in my mm h *' o"gh a jovlul one in your 
own. For, my hop s, ” hi 1\ sure oice nigh ami lifted dp, 
are now too much like that devote 1 piostrate foiest. 


* Ph x. JT 31 In t'i * y f n, ronar in* th- uteri' 1 oiot S-macterib's »r«j. 

Hie prophet is lCDi^iUabl e< 0 ini e leu I i nl ■ Ilf o » 1 lhture j the 

I'sSiCI and pnnupil o Hirers. V\ , ait all tirr , and ■ ci i pi,e di - in J Sic deport- 
ment, relemlilethe inoft Itaicly ti i ihelnu.hi c .irfs, | 1 1 1 t! i >< n*t shu , 

p reluming on future lonqiicfts , -nil cj nted m their iwa in 0 niuo i, li* e cedtTs tossei* 
> lijtu the fltitu J litle IhallV 1 1 /n d>wn from th irrhv* i» i a d tu,, .v. Xl.e> Hull 
fv humbled , deeply abated , ird reduced to lull aid wurm,. 

* ’I his fine contnft, and that arl'il tranfitton, e*e h/tli' n jjdien i- divi'm s't l ecivi> 
chapters, very much obicun d , if not quite lolt, t > mat y i t rt T he 1 1 a[ It e*, I lined., 
IHouId by no meaas be iepua’ed , but, tile tenJi ..id t is t».u th, as a ( mint HhOP If (he 
lame prophecy, Ihould be un ed. 
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Asp . Mv dear Theron, give me leave t . sav, the*' were 
never rightly founded, never built op the foundation of the 
gospel, which, instead of directing us what to do, ip ordcf 
t<* obtain acceptance with GOI), sets before us all that is 
requisite for this great end, as alieadv done and completed 
by JESUS CHRIST. Your hopes were a mere system of 
cell-dependence ; and tv hat you thought 

• — — A teal good, 

Nought eHe but vaaity mifunderflood# 

They were, what Shakespear calls, the baseless fabric of a 
vision. N in the shadowy and transient arc vanished, that 
solid hones and everlasting }o)s mav succeed Let them 
rest on CHRIS 1 ,the infinitely glorious REDEEMER, and 
they never shall be overthrown, never be demolished any 
more. 

Cast a look upon yonder ivy. What can be more feeble ? 
It has not strength enough to withstand the slighted blast. 
2£ay, if left to itself, its own weight would crush it to the 
earth. Yet, by twining around the oak, how high it rises, 
£pd how firm it stands ! An emld-m of our state, and a 
.pattern for our imitation. — So let us, who in ourselves are 
nothing, of ourselves ca do nothing, let us fly to CHRIST; 
rely on CHRIST; and as Rama has, (that true son of conso- 
lation) speaks, “cleave to the LORD JEsUS CHRIST 
/*• with full purpose of heart*.” Let us determine to know 
nothing, to depend on nothing, but JESUS CHRIST, and 
him crucified. Let this be the r.otto tor our aith, this the 
language of our souls ; CHRIST L all. Then shall out 
virtues, though hitherto smitten with a blast, revive as the 
ppm. Then shall our hopes, though in themselves weaker 
that? the ivy, mount like the cedars. 

Tftcr. You can hardly imagine, how a sense of guilt and 
pnworthiness oppresses my mind. I am often discouraged, 
cannot bting myself fp be stedfast in faith, or joyful 
hope. 
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DIALOGUES. tie 



jw. Y«u cannot bring yourself, but GOD Almighty s 
power, bv the grace of the gospel, can bring to pass these 
desirable effects. And hear what the prophet says farther, 
upon the charming topic which introduced our discourse,— » 
Wh ent'vcr the eloquent Isaiah undertakes to display a truth, 
lie gives it all \ u e energy, all the beauty, and every heigh- 
tening touch, which it is capable of receiving.— This hum- 
bl shoot, splinting from the stem of Jesse, shall rise to 
such a pitch ot elevation ; that it shall he conspicuous far 
and mar, and stand for an ensign of 'hr people. It shall 
be sren, not like a beacon on the top of a hill, bv trie Israe- 
lites onh , or the natives of a single territory ; but like the 
great luminaries of heaven, shall he visible in ev ry coun- 
try, and bv the whole inhabited world. — To it shall the 
Gentiles seek ; i ot only trnm the remotest, but from the 
most barbarous and idolatrous climes, these, even these 
tiers ns, though savage in thur nature, and detestable in 
their manners, shall be frcelv admitted : shall find rest and 
ji 'r< shir ent under his shadow. Nay, the refreshment 
which he yields, and the comfort which they receive, shall 
bo not seasonable only, but ot sovereign efficacy ; his rest 
shall be glorious * ; shall be attended with perfect security* 
ihdl be productive ot e'-ery good; and issue in everlasting 


) 
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From this we learn, that all the blessings of CHRIST* 
n eolation are designed tor Gentiles ; tor the most abandon- 
ed and most abominable sinners.— That thejr are so full and 
consummate, as to create a calm of tranquility, d glorious 
rest, even in the most troubled, afflicted, guilty consciences, 
A d I care ihallcnge my "1 heron’s misgiving mind, to spe- 
city any wm vchicl. i> not supplied, ”7.*"™"“ »}»* 
ib not redressed, bv the righteousness of JkSUS CHRIST. 
I formerly encountered c our objections , let me now combat 
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ders me odious to myself; how much more lothesome to 
the all-seeing eye ? — It apnears like a debt of ten thousand 
talents, and I have nothing, no, not any thing to play. — 
Then I experience, what the l J s didst so pathetically la* 
jnents ; my sins hart taken su> h tin'd upon me , that I am 
not able to look up : yea, they arc more in number than the 
hairs of my head, and my heart is ready to fail ; my hopes 
are upon the point to c>.p>re. 

Asp. Then, TI.er >n, fly to that just and righteous ONE, 
■who is the st length of oar hearts; the life ot oar hopes; 
and our portion lor ever. 

If sin is a sou' hard m ; look unto CHRIST, who bore 
it all, in Ins own bo iv on the tree ; and rein >ved, entirely 
removed that uemendous load, which would otherwise 
have sunk the whole world into the nethermost hell. — If 
sin renders us filthy ; let its have recourse to that blood of 
sprinkling, which Jeanses, not from a tew stains only, but 
from all guilt. By which the m* >t defiled transgressors, 
become fair as the fairest wool ; inn, whiter than the vir- 
gin snows*.*— It sin is a debt f ; sub’j<«ling us to wrath, 
and binding us over, to punishment, k t in . onfidc in that 
gracious SU R E I Y, who has tahm the <!< bt upon himself, 
and made it ail his oaii. And not only >u but has paid it; 
paid it to the uttermost (a-thing , lo tne \uy last mite.— 
So that justice itself can denmnd no moi<*. 

“ Let me confirm and illustrate this to nmitible truth, by 
a scriptural similitude. N > si .nlitude, a- ■ more exact, and 
none so striking. I have ( ot ■, mi, by » «> ir penitential ex- 
ercises; but I, by my bee grace luu ) b <>tud out as a Thick 
cloud your transgressions, and as a do id your stiu j. A 
Jijttle while ago, the whole expanse of yoiiuer sky wa, co* 
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* * ♦ Sjrtheflf ^reeima^, tb^> PfaJmiH dlfplaynW 1 wib*' *i t, am* defl/usllve mu* 
JLntitv oi 4xo» wnh $b« Irct gr*m and >nval tabic v j j n ot the iorgumieU, wbu h 

r JitbUS, BledTctl is htt whole t aolgreflio/i, art tul jppoitab«« load, is 
fcMtit bf awiiys Whota f», as tang >no^ ab«muwtl>le fih It, ttc^scrcd ♦ unto whom 

Jttuft rumous oi all debts, uiuju't,* 
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'ered with clouds. Nothing could more strongly represent 
i multitude of corruptions besieging the heart, and a mul- 
itude of iniquities overspreading the life. — But where is, 
tow, that immense arrangement ot gloomy vapours? The 
mn has shone them, ami the wind has swept them, clean 
away. There are none, neither great nor small, remaining, 
loom one end of the wide extended hum phere to the 
other, we see nothing but the cleu a ul b'm 1 ! ! blue of 

the firmament. So, faith the SlMRl 1 * i*), to the 

sinner that believes, so totally is vour gmb, h >\u » r horrid 
and enormous, done away through the dvi ig .f/sUS, 

Ther. It is not possible to conceive, nor will toe whole 
creation ailord, a more exquisitely fine o’vaiion. N 
thing can so emp .atically describe the most prodigious 
multitude, entirely oblikrited, without the least trace of 
their former existence.— When a stain is taken fnm our 
garments, the defi euu nt lu removed, but the fine nltive 
glos-. never returTis. Wien a wound is healed in our Hesh, 
the gash is closed up, but some blemish or scar always re- 
mains. Whereas, w. <.n a cloud is brushed away from the 
skv, not only t.ie tia.i.ieid *>! it disappears, but the delicate 
expanse, the " Inn > sg \ u re,” is a s glossy and brilliant at 
ever — 15.it 1 am not on.v ch igeabie with past iniquities; 
1 am also li i. 1.* .o daily iimuii' iges. 1 relapse into sin } 
ar.d when 1 would do good, evil is present with me. —Nay* 
my beohouis ate m t nee tn«m s ntul infirmities, nur my 
best duties from simu. impel t tiouo. Which, like a worm 
at the cored tin timt.iat a.vay tne vigour, and tarnish 
the beaut) of in) sei sites. 

Asp. Because t.irough the frailty of your mortal nature, 
you cannot al a avs stuul upright; because even the just 
man laileth daily, anu daily contracteth defilement^ there- 
fore a fountain is opened tor sin and for unefeanness f ■ 
The blood and atonement ot CHRIS L are compared to a 


* There fee®-. to be an rxa&neU and a dtlu-acy m the prophet a eowpat.fwi, wjwfcfl*. 
th*r T heron nor Aiuauo have ouiereod. i ho gudetion 1 mn >, the bw«..frtl *>A «W%» 
fui table gradation, in l he l.uleot thole words, Nubia, Nubecula; w « thick. «hwd, )«, 
a athm d«u4. 
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heavenly fountain. In which polluted sinners may wash 
daily, wash hourly ; and be constantly, perfectly clean.— A 
cistern may tail ; may be broken or exhausted. But it is 
the property of a real fountain, never to be dri^d uo, al- 
ways to yield i.s w.-ters. Such is the efficacy of CHRIST’S 
death ! not to be diminished by universal and bv incessant 
use. It ren o\ts the iniquity of the land *. It takes away 
the sin ot the woild f. li is new, for our application, every 
morning ; new, for this blessed purpose, everv moment. — - 
On which account, it makes complete provision for our 
cleansing, our lestoration and our comfort. — Abolishing 
our daily, hourly, momentary miscarriages, as thoroughly, 
as these sun-beams overcome and dissipate the shades of 
night. — Especially, as this b'ood is not only sovereign in its 
virtue, and always free tor our approach, but is ever plead- 
ed by a great HIGH- PRIEST in our behalf. Therefore, 
the inspired casuist directs u> to this source of consolation, 
under all the upbraidings of conscience, and amidst all the 
remains of inbied depravity “ It anv man sin, we have an 
« advocate with the FATHER, JESUS CHRIST the 
righteous, and he is the propitiat on for our sins J. 

We ; St. John reckons himself in the number of those 
frail offending creatures, who stand in need of CHRIST, 
as a perpetual inten essor. Thi» is written, not to encou- 
rage us in the tommLsion of sin , but that we may be less 
discouraged, under a sense ot our infirmities. — We have ; 
i not we possibly may, but we actually have. A soul bur- 
dened with guilt, cannot be satisfied, cannot be cased, with 
a bare peihaps. It is therefoie possitively affirmed ; as a 
matter of established certainty ; of which we should not 
admit a doubt. — Wc have for our advocate, not a mean 
person, but HIM who received an illustrious testimony 
Irom the most excellent glory, this is my beloved SON § — 
Not a guilty person, who stands in need of pardon for him- 
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self, but JESUS CHRIST, t^e divinely, the sunremelv,thtf 
only righteous one.— Not a mere petitioner, who relies upon 
liberality or merev ; but who has minted, ullv merit d 
whatever he asks, in behalf of his die ts. the hro*n~ 

tiatbn for our vm ; havi 'g paid our ransom, at d purchas- 
ed our peace.— In consequence of which, la* claims rnthtt 
than asks our renewed, our irrevof able forgive ess-- (is 
he ( iaims, not from an unrelenting judge, 1> U from hi> F V- 
TI1ER and our FATHER — And can such a ple n m et 
with a repuhse ? Can such an advocate mRc u*ry in 1 i> suit? 

— If the prophets of old vccre icckoned, the chariot of Isra* 
e! % and the horsemen thereof * ; because, li e dint arte sP»r 
Jacob thev had power with GOD, and prevailed in pru er: 

0 ! what a de'ente, what a security, is tb j m'm n I ex- 
cellent, and ever prev ailing intercession of J EsUSC! ! R IS l ! 

“ Your H'rvives, vou complain, are tarnished and defec- 
“ tive.” — Then, mv deir irien i, renounce them in point of 
confidence ; ancTgladh receive, rordiallv etAfcygtyth* all- 
perfect righteousness of your LORD. — The Imps, mOkes 
no f In ns; perfect. Your own conformity ty cart 

n< vi r fir vou for he n on, nc ver give ) |s^|ffbience. ’ 

1 litter if we look 4 or any of these diMlfabfc 5 

are like those tr ivellers, who look for the fruits irt 

the desarts of Anbia. Bat our L ORD JESUS Mpf r # ‘ 
b\ one oblation, has penciled lor ever, then* tbit v, 
tified. v ^ t 

By the oblation of himself, which was'|tan^W»ceiv- 
ably great, and of infinite erfiiacy ; being ennoblfctiby all 
the glories of the GODUE \D.-On which actoffejjljfe'J 


needed no repetition ; it was incapable of any ao 


* • King. 11. it. 14 . There i» a p«%f Wuty, and tnaft iff 
this pi overbid faying, it ukci bv th* iutwgli f*j*rfe* IM|44 

in thole ages the pr»t*cj[|$ ttrength u f jJfit imm jjlKtlW 

Of tMt the Iiraelites Wfpe entirely 
to m«Wv holies ; mvdb\*e t>evcr i«d of ifrm jflrfti gjgjgf 
valry held . But, to long as they en|*iy«B 

‘Wanted nanSbis arm of fefh lhey lud mort> 
and chariot* of iron, m the fervent, 
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and well adjusted ; “symmetry connected every , part, and 
'beauty smiled' throughout the whole. — Like xhc former tint 
virtues appear*/ wh£n compared with the immaculate purity 
of GOD, or the sublime perfection of his law, But they 
acquire the apiiaibleness of the latter, when presented to the 
FATHER.? by our divine MEDIATOR; when recom- 
mended by his most precious oblation ; and accepted in 
the BELOVED*. 

Milton, taking his hint from the revehdon «f St. John, 
represents our great HlGIi-PRIKST, in this glorious and 
delightful attitude. Represents him, offering up the sup- 
* plications and penitential duties of our first parents ; puri- 
fying them with the incense of his own merits; and thus in- 
terceding before the throne. 

See, FATHER ! what firft fruits onge^th are fprun^ 

From thy implanted grace iti iranf 4„‘ffl|t4fe fighs, 

And prayers, , which in this goldejnrs&nfer mix0,,' 

With incente, ! thy PRIEST before thee bring. 

Now therefore hend thine ear 

To fupplicition ! hear his fighs though mute I 
Unfjtilful with what woi Is to pray, let ME 
Interpret for hioi ; ME his advocate 
And propitiation. All h \ weits on ME,.Uf , 

■ Good, or not good, ingraft : MY merit thole ... 

J,' • Sh»H perfeft ; and for thefe MY death Hull ,’ay f. 

! 1 . .Wr 

\ The Poet’s words are very emphatical. Yet words cap 
ao more express the prevalence of our LORD’S negocia- 
jlol^ than the picture of the sun can diffuse its splendor, or 


jfcrfons and performances of frail men, fhallcertie up with acceptance 
LORO- llai. lx. 7. Which jsexpUiotfd by St Pe.et'* rommeut, 
ktritfthood, to offer up {pineal I'acntfcea, acceptable tinto «JO!) I y J b bUK 
MfpjL And itill farther afeertamed by $1 Paul’s pialltu*. WhdJ wlitp 
r MAJESTY of heaven with any petitfou, or prefcats the tribute of 

4 o either tfie one or the other, but on the appointed altar, or in the Weift'd 
|**Wme. Becaufc, lecluded from this grand recommendation, ti ky would 
' l aw ful JEHOVAH, “ as iraoke in hit neilril* accompanied with;' if, 
<*« the fweetfmeilingincenfe.” 


i Milton. BooUXkl; tt, Ac*. 
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endowments, not on any recommending Addons of our own, 
.but purely, solely, entirely on the blood of JRSUS 
CHRIST. 

'!'• Ther. There mav come seasons of desertion, when all 
graces are languid if not lead : when the light of GOD’s 
i countenance is suspended, if n n t turned into darkness: 
and" the man i. mote like a lifeless log, than a zealous 
Christian. Th; * frv.uos of mind I' have heard mentioned, 
and I begin to ! vm something *»f them bv experience. 

Asp. Then I hnon, w uen you walk in darkness, , and see 
no light of sensible comfort, t'nst in the name, the uo* 
changeable grace, of no LORD ; and stay upon the righ- 
teousness, the consummate righteousness, of your GOD *. 
'Jhis, you see, i„ nor barely my advice, but the direction of 
an infallible guide — This agrees also with the character of 
a real Christian, as it is most exactly drawn by. andnerrir.^ 
pen. We rejoice in CHRIST JE5U§, art^hav^ 
denee in the flesh f > no reliance on ahyotfe^gcriMfepwn, 
either for present joy, or future glory. Wltit^IlRiST has 
done, is that vr hich quiets our consciences, ahd chears pur 
^jhfatts. It is the glorious rob£ of ins righteousness, which 
lovers our t^n*, and. adorns our persons ; which renders us 

t ^y ; ’ ; righteous before GOD. JtiQKu : 
unalienable title to the bj^ffiednejS®^ 
b'pf . ":'f <.'•."/ *> 

R , . dp The .gfeyation of our spirits, or the (Cnlatge^ 

. ** l ^ e building our house upan^lj',.;; 

tffo. ■■‘W mwihnay ’Ipdi for a season ; but, upon 4he^^' 
Iteration of weather, ceases t</be a foundation, ancE;f 
AWsUrcr that runneth apacel Whereas, to derive** 
|||^h|^latio'n from the ■ ATO R ’s rignteousneasi'.'si 

* ' J^bpjld our edifice ,i)botv< 

but standerh; 
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ever. The, former of these, even amidst all our changes, i« 
invariably the same. The latter, notwithstanding all our 
unworthinpss, is inviolably sure. Therefore, the fruit of 
that righteousness is peace, and the effect of this faithful- 
ness is, if .not rapturous joe, yet quietness and assurance for 4i 
ever *. 

So that when it is winter in mv soul, and flu rc lies* 
dearth on ail my sensible delights, 1 wo ■! I s.i ! sav with 
the psalmist; “ why art thou so disc iLtrd, O uy soul ? 

** CHRIST is the same amidst ail t iv de!\.-hvi,>;u. lie it 
“ a green fir-tree f, which never I >scs its verdutc. Under 
“ his shadow thou muy’st aKvavs fin ! repose. 

“ We have peace with GUI), not became we feel this 
“ or that holy emotion in our breasts: not because we 
“ conscious of any difference, between ourselves and the 
“ most flagitious of mankind. But because JESU.fi is t.ie 
<c CHRIST, ;yjd has fulfilled all righteousness i:i uurstead. 

“ We may not always be fervent in spirit. We may not 
“ always be free from vile affections. But his merit and , 
“ atonement are always mighty to save. They constitute 
“ an everlasting and infinite basis for'oyr justification, th# 

“ promises of U-OD, through his mediation, are yea, and 
“ a.netij; are unq legiovibiy and irrevocably ours;” are, 

“ amidst nil ciruiuistanc-'s, and under the deepest deserti- 
“ on, ours.” ■. 

Ther. ’Tis very probable, 3 may meet with afflictions ; 


' death in my rami 
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u»e use in my . person. 
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iniquities of his vouth. And what will be sufficient to 
’ support and to cheat* in such a S iwaiv hour * ? . , 

./hi). The righteousness of CHRIST.— An Ambassador 

from the Spanish court was once extolling ur n prodigious 
rate the magnificence and gloi v of Ins sovereign. He ^et 
about proving his superiority to all other .nonarchs, o;. run- 
ning over a long catalogue ot countries, provinces a- d 
spates subject to Vis dominion. An envoy from Me crench 
King being present, replied to each ot these pc tv titf s, 
France 1 France ' never varying his answer, but still repeat- 
ing the word France. Thereby representing this one 
monarchy, as more man equivalent to ail those inconsider- 
able principalities.— With unspeakably greater propriety 


SI 5 UlIKISI ’■ as a mum “ , 

plaints ; as a most solid support under all troub.es ; and as 

more than equal to all our wants. 

Nothing is so sovereign, to calm our fears, and remove 
all apprehensions of the divine wrath i apprehensions ot 
the divine wrath, would draw the curtains ot norror around 
our sick beds, and throw upon our languishing e\e lids trie 
shadow of death f. But a believing improvement of the 
imputed righteousness clears up the mournful scene, and 

takes away the stirtg of tribulatmn. 

Adding to tbi? great propitiation, the sufferer see his 
sins forgiven, and his GOD reconciled, from wnence 
concludes, that the severest afflictions are only fat , 
rections -, --nail not exceed his abilitv t<> bear ; and}| 
assuredly obtain a gracious issue. He can fetch, 
;,^ mt lJ t ch ra ™ g wo^I»iU_be^ 


I'.'ina expect the accomplishment ot that .WM 


** bittu ime , of cHRism*^***^ 8 0 MggJg 

is , jiZr uj-f.Mnitlv difplav*! mill 4 Fawl. 

d«r r ■ / ;r*Leh a. mahc gr»«* 


ffitof his yropte. Jfn wteb l * lc public hav^jfc 
L^ddivcied i^maicuUdelanguagc; defcmU*^ , 

fifiVciy d«fv9*4<> lfv; 
i?f ! iM&iding.w M 

“ •"•y.c.n^A 'without 


famfemtY can icaa wuww«* * S£i*5W ' ” 

ftMjltvr of death, J ob - 


„Jd delight- 
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f romhe, I will deliver him, and bring him to honor *»— * * 
best? tuppom have enabled the sstfots, to kiss the tod, and 
bless the hand, which chastised them. To possess their 
souls, not in patience on’)', hut in thank (hire's also. V hile 
they have faolud nmai a, mid discerned hen .ibolntr need 
ol these bitter but salami y medicine .» : have / 'i rd rj'xvard, 
and beheld the cep in a most wee \ t i 'et PHYSIC!* 
AN’sbiWd: have looked j» ",< \ ’ d h'p^, to 

that better wot Id ; where (Jt'Ovvi ' • . \ * ; ’1 tars 

(aom their eye*, and thete he t . t ,*■ , ncra.iy 

more pain. 

'flier. Ihe last occasion of r: \. I P • t ^ . ig ho’T ot 
death, and the tremend -us d-'v ri ’ •!> . -it. d r u this, 
righteousness carry us, with wiou, thioit^n < : f ’ i some 
valleyj and present us, with acceptance, at the droadlultri- 
bunal ? 

Asp. It wills*4t will. — Thi. silence, nil the curses of the 
law, and disarms death of every terror. To believe in this 
righteousness, is to meet (bath at our SAVIOUR’s side : 
or, rather, like good old Simeon, with, the SAVIOUR int 
our afms. — '1 hey overcame, v.ys the beloved disciple ; they 
o\ ercame the last er-cmv, i t bv natural fortitude, or philo- 
sophic resolution, but by the blood of the LAM It f. By 
that grand price ot tedetnptiou, vbich cost the REDEEM- 
ER every diup ot hi 1 i<_K -1 : winch delivers sinners from 
the wrath to co "e, < nd c*i them to the inconuptlble 
inheritance. 

t know, adds the heroic Apo'-tlo, whe m J have believ- 
ed $} I aiu usuncd, tlwt my JESUS u n . uirciy faithful# 
and will not descit me; that is ransom i. absolutely suffici- 
ent, and cannot deceive me. There Sore, wi f h a holy brat- 
very, be bids defiance to death t or rather, tri amphsOver it# 
as a vanquished enemy ; thanks be ro GOi) who givetb us 
Ihe *ttctt>ry through our LORD JESUS CHRIST § !-w 
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worms, an.l mould. «! » 


worms, and mouldering m 

teousncss, who is the Tcsurrec^^M}^^'«Ww. 
off the dishonors of the gra^,. 

illustrious state nr existence: it shall be L'^SiRn'SV 
nous and immortal body of our tnumphan U^O. . # 
hotlv be so refined, so exalted ; what will bo t hc . dignity, 
S the perfection, of the soul! or 

dy both when they are happily and indissolubly united, at 
the resurrect idn of the just WShall they have any thin- to 
•fear -when thfe judg*U«ht is set, and the febfcs are Opened . 

is ndbndemnatlbn, tb them tn at arewOIR^ cOD—not 
V ’*# tbing to their chargo Mt is C O^gjj 
w,*n rtr < 4 ti ire 1 or any creature, but GUO-r-tnat jusiww 
%&, Xh? GOD ^hosO law was broke, the GOD*> 
.ShUi^^abce'^bngeth, he himself pronounces them 

iniquities have been ; laid .upqn* 

ggSflgS 

■W^M^ fPM »ts. he himself pronounces theovbless- 

abundant entrance into the^py of 
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Come then* my dear Theron, Jet m henceforth be as 
branches, ingrafted into the heavenly VINK; derive all our 
imp, all our moisture, ail our consolation, from his fulness. — 
Let m live upon our rt 1 ! sufficient REDEEMER, as the 
Israelites Subsisted on thrir manna h^m heaven, anti their 
waters fr >m tho roc 1 : ; and not wish for other, a? we cannot 
possibly tnjoy better sustenance. 

Tfar, Is this the meaning of on LORD's exhortation, 
when he shews the necessity of c inj m, flc'h, usd diink- 
tng his blood ? 

’1 is t’ 1 " vc-v sam<“. A i cheated ard in ’ mt rp- 
plication <n ou r S \\ IOUR's maiS lor all the purposes < * 
pietv and salvation, is t^c kernel ot this nut, th * moaning 
of this metaphor. — When we ’uMtual.v adsert to JESUS 
CHRIST, as dying fo • our sins, and rising again for our 
justification ; pel forming all righteousness, that we may be 
intitled to an etgfnai crown ; and interceding in hei.ven, 
that wo mav be filled with all the fulness of' GOD: then 
sve eat his fle,h, and drink his blood. — When we habitually 
advert to JEbUS CUEIST, as entirely abolishing all our 
guilt; making us winter than snow, by his most precious 
blood; and, through his t* ansccndently noble obedience, 
presenting us r ih 1 lmeabk befme GOD. Then we derive 
a life of solid to i b id 1 cal godliness, from his media- 
torial offices , pi t a> v e dan die continuance of our na- 
tural life, from tlw c... iv u-e of alimentary recruits. 

Ther. Your civour^ bi.ngs o my remembrance that 
magnificent anti beautiful passage in scripture, where 
CHRIS r > s tailed 'lnu Sun or RicmrorsNCSs, Ypur 

doctrine sets the companion in a very advantageous, light ; 
gives it the utmost force, and the greatest propriety.— -The 
righteousness of CHRIST, accordmg to your account* is as 
extensively useful in the Christian life, as the beams of that 
luminary arc in the material world.— The sup fills the 
air } where it sheds the light, and pours the day,— The awn, 
penetrates the ocean ; from whence je exhales t«f#»ttr$i*nd 
forms the clouds,— -In the vegetable OrotUon, the Spn m*p 
the sap, and protrude* the gems j junfoftte the leaves, and 
pamts the blossom ; distends the th^ 

uices.— Turn we to the anijpat world *, iemftujght 
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to every eye, and awakens myriads of insects into being.— 
It diffuses those reviving rays, m which all nature basks arid 
dispenses that general smile, in which every sensible crea- 
ture exults. Indeed, its benign agency is universal. There 
is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 

Asp. Thus the LORD JESUS CHRIST, that true and 
only sun of righteousness, arises on his people with healing 
in his wines*. So various, so efficacious, and so extensive 
are his influences I, he a sun, he enlightens and enlivens: 
like win-', h ■ 'hud a id protects : like a remedy, he 
h.als and ust^r. s An ’ all, by virtue of his ughteousness, 
on accent *.t his rig* *njsneos — Nor can we doubt, nor 
nerd wc j under, it w e c. m ,idi r it. nature and its author. 
Itanatu'c, u i> Aipiemei) exetlient, has every kind, and 
every degice of perfection. Its author; it is the righteous* 
ness and obedience of that sublime PERSON, in whom 
dwells all the fulness of the GODHEAD. 

It must therefore— you will permit me to sum up in a 
Word, what has been displayed at large— it must be fully 
answerable to the demands of the law, even in its highest 
purity, and utmost exactness — It is infinitely superior to the 
demerit of sin, and entirely absolves from ad guilt, entirely 
exempts from all condemn uno —it n a rrost valid and 
never-failing plea, against t o c - u o satan, and the 
challenges of conscience - Hit >’ i s -n undoubted ti- 
tle to ewry blessing, wh 11 ♦ li ti - -u eternity, whe- 
thu* of grace or of g’x/. - 1, . - ro support "for the 

Christian, in an houi of ua,-rti i, a.,J in the agonies of 
death. Casting . nckir on this bottom, he m .y dismiss eve- 
ly kar, a id ride out c\ cry storm. Leaning upon this staff, 
Ik* may go down to the i opiate cf th* gu>vc; and netther 
be appalle 1 at the toKun hatbingus ol dissolution, nor ter- 
rified at it, ia* more awful consecp-c icc», — -The merit 'of 
this righteousness, and the power of its DIVINE* AiJ* 
1 THOk, will unseal the tomb; will bring forth ihu sleep- 
ing dust from the chambers of putrefaction 5 and build up 
!}$e whole man into immortality and glory. By this he will 

J 
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be presented without spot * ; presented faultless f ; yea, be 
presented perfect J, and with exceeding joy, before the 
‘throne. 

What a gift then is the righteousness of CHRIST! — “O 
“ my soul, what wouldst thou wish, for thy consolation and 
“ joy ? What wouldst thou wish, to be the stability of thy 
“ hope, and the strength of thy salvation ? — Wouldst thou 
“ have that, which is greater than the whole world, an d all 
" its grandeur, and all its treasure ? Thou hast it in christ. 
“ Wouldst thou have that, which is greater than the hea- 
“ ven of heavens, and all its starry host, and all its angelic 
“inhabitants? Thou hast it in CHRIST. — Wouldst thou 
“ have that, which is abundantly greater, incomparably 
“ greater, immensely greater than all ? Thou hast it in 
“ CHRIST.' — Wouldst thou have that, which is great as 
“ the inexorable justice of COD can demand; great as 
“ the unsearchable wisdom of GOD can devise ? Thou 
“ hast it in CHRIST. — Wouldst thou have that, which is 
“ great, and excellent, and glorious, 'as the perfections of 
“ the almighty and eternal GOD ? Thou hast it in the h«- 
“ lines*, the righteousness, and the blood of CHRIST — in 
« the immaculate holiness of his nature — in the consum- 
** mate righteousness of his life — and the infinitely precious 
“ blood of his cross.' — Surely, ihen, thou hast to say, with 
“ the holy Apostle ; blessed be GOD for this UNSPEAK* 
« ABLE GIFT.” 


• Jfiph* v. 27. + 24* t Ctl. i. 







